
 

 

     
   
 

 

 

October Program 
Place:  Queeny Park 
Date:  Thursday October 27, 2011 
Time:  7:00 P.M. 
 
ANDERS HALVERSON - AUTHOR OF AND WINNER OF THE 2010    

                                      NATIONAL OUTDOOR BOOK AWARD 
 

An Entirely Synthetic Fish Tells the Stranger-than-Fiction 
Story of the Rainbow Trout 

 
Suppose more than a century ago, a group of powerful government officials became concerned that democracy was at risk because of the 
diminishing virility of America’s white men.  Industrialization and wealth seemed to have weakened the country’s leaders, especially when 
compared with southern European immigrants and black Americans moving to northern cities.  To reverse this trend, these officials began 
distributing a new game animal with which urban men could rediscover their primal abilities to capture and kill animals.  And suppose that 
today these animals were still being produced and engineered—trained like gladiators and pumped full of supplements so that they would 
provide a better fight. 
Such is the true story of the rainbow trout. Proudly dubbed “an entirely synthetic fish” by fisheries managers, the rainbow trout has been 
introduced into every state and province in the United States and Canada and to every continent except Antarctica. Sometimes vilified for its 
devastating effects on native fauna, sometimes glorified as the preeminent sport fish, the rainbow is the repository of more than a century of 
America’s often contradictory philosophies about the natural world. 
Our speaker has exhaustively researched the discovery of rainbow trout, their introduction across the nation and around the world, and the 
reasons they are still the most commonly stocked fish in the United States.   
The story he will tell us is the story of our relationship with the natural World how it has changed and how it has not.  As he tells us this 
remarkable tale, which is full of amazing facts and stories, Halverson urges humility as we seek our place in nature, acknowledgement of the 
complex and competing values that inform all environmental decisions, and admiration for the fish that has inspired generations of men to such 
dramatic rhetoric and action. 
About the Author and our Speaker 
Anders Halverson received his Ph.D. in Ecology and Conservation Biology from Yale University. In 2005, Halverson received a grant from the 
National Science Foundation to examine freshwater fisheries management from that perspective. The result was the book An Entirely Synthetic 
Fish: How Rainbow Trout Beguiled America and Overran the World.  From the beginning, Anders’ goal was to write the book in a way that would 
engage a broad audience, and in 2010 it won the National Outdoor Book Award and was a featured item in Outside Magazine’s end of the year 
issue. Anders is currently a Research Associate at the University of Colorado’s Center of the American West. He lives in Boulder with his wife 
and three sons. 

 

Presidents Message   
By Malcolm Royse   

 

 
 “ A visit to a first-class fishing tackle shop is more interesting than an afternoon at the circus.”     

                                                                                                                                 Theodore  Gordon 

 
I love this time of the year.  The fishing is great and there are so many places to go.  I hope you all have taken 
some time to get out and wet a line.   
 
I am pleased to announce that Patty Hummert was named Woman of the Year at the Southern Council Conclave.  Patty is the hardest working 
and most giving person I know.  It has been a long time in coming.  We are so proud of Patty.   

 
I am equally pleased to announce that Ceasar Carnghi was inducted into the Legends of the Southern Council.   Ceasar was one of founders of 
the Ozark Fly Fishers and gave countless hours to improving fly fishing for all of us.  

 

  October 2011 
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Things are getting busy with club activities and functions.  Our big upcoming event is our annual banquet which will be held on January 21, 
2012.  All the details for the banquet are in the newsletter.  This year we will induct our first group into the “Legends of the Ozark Fly Fishers.” 
These are people who made this the great club we enjoy today.  This is also our major fund raiser, by which we are able to provide all the 
programs and outings the rest of the year.  I hope you all reserve the date and plan to attend to show your support of our great club and our 
honorees. 
 
October 29 is the Chili Tie-In.  This event will be here in town at Marlan’s Club House.  There is always too much food and some amazing tying.  
Do not forget to bring your rod, as there is always casting on the lawn.    
 
Bennett Springs on November 10-13 will be another of our outings, this time for the opening of catch and release.  This is our clubs oldest and 
best gathering and we are looking forward to seeing many of you there.  This was the first outing I went to and it really gave me a chance to 
meet so many of the members.  If you can not come down for the whole weekend, come down Saturday.  We always have a great time. 
 
Remember that December 8 is our “fly swap” meeting.  Just place 12 of your flys into a gift box, wrap it all up pretty, and bring it to the 
meeting.  We will swap the fly boxes at the end of the meeting.   There is really no business this night, just enjoying fellowship and learning a 
few new flys to tie. 
 
I was able to fish for salmon with David Roller, of the Pierre Marquette Outfitters, this last month with one of our members, Dan Kiddy.  I can 
now say I caught a fish, “this big.”  Catching these salmon was like hooking a pony.  It will make your arms fall off and make you grin until it 
hurts. After talking to Mike Ott about the experience, he and Laura got in the car and went to “hook ponies.”  This was life changing, and I hope 
you all will consider trying something new.   
 
Keep your line wet and see you on the river. 

 
 
 
 

Casting – Tip of the Month 

 

By: Bill Armon   

 
 

Power? 
 
 
Power is a conflicting term for fly casters. To cast 100 feet lots of power is needed? 
But, wait; some of the best distance casters are not strong armed casters. Joan Wulff  has out cast all her stronger competitors many times. So, 
it is the rod. But, wait; a 4 wt rod or an 8 wt rod will cast 100 feet in the right hands. So, is it the line? The rod, the line, and the caster all come 
together to make a good cast. Power has little to do with distance casting but it has a lot to do with good casting. Power must be applied and it 
must be applied smoothly and it must be applied at the correct time. This is true of a 10 foot or a 100 foot cast. 
 
Is line speed the same as power? Is a very tight loop the result of power? Is a tailing loop caused by too much power? Is a tuck cast the result of 
the proper application of too much power? You get the idea – power affects most of the parts of the cast. 
 
Power in fly-casting is used to generate line speed. Apply too quickly and a tailing loop results. Power must be applied smoothly. Apply 
inadequate power and inadequate line speed is generated. The rod is not well loaded by the time the stop is reached, resulting in a poor cast. 
 
On the forward cast, too much power, even with correct timing, will cause the line to bounce back with shock waves evident. Too little power, 
even with good application, and the line will pile up in front of the caster. 
 
If the line piles up in front or if the line does not straighten behind it may be too little power was used. Tailing loops in either the fore or back 
cast are probably caused by applying the power too quickly (not being smooth) but are not due to excess power. The fly not hitting the target 
may be due to over powering the cast if the line jumps back toward the caster. 
 
So, Power must be applied smoothly and at the correct time in the cast. The line speed generated by the power must be proportional to the 
length of line being cast.  
 
Remember the mantra “smooth acceleration to a hard stop” The SMOOTHER and the faster the acceleration, the better the cast will be. The 
harder and quicker the stop, the better the cast will be. The kicker is it must all be done proportional to the length / weight / mass of the line 
being cast.  
 
Please join us for casting on the lawn – starts at 6 and ends about 6:30 - so everyone can get to the meeting in plenty of time to get their raffle 
tickets and good seats. 
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Database Report to Members 
By Dave Haas 
Membership Committee(Database & Directory) 

 
Last reported membership on 9-10-2011                        261 
Former members rejoining since 9-10-2011                        1 
Total memberships as of 10-11-2011                   262 
 
A year ago                                                                              289 
 
Annual gain or (loss)                                                             (27)    (9.3%) 
 

Outings 
By Mark Thalhammer 

 

The Fall Chili Tie – In ~~ 10/29  

 
You do not have to be a fly tier to take part in the Fall Chili Tie—In.  You don’t even have to like chili but that would help.  Many members come 
just to see what the real tiers are doing, to see the hot new fly and maybe to pick up a few pointers; some come to just BS or do a little practice 
casting. 
 
The Fall Chili Tie--In at Marlin's clubhouse will be on October 29th. Time: 9am until you leave. The clubhouse is located at: Countrylane Woods 
II, 851 Country Stone Dr., Manchester, 63021.  Get to your vises and begin practicing your favorite fall flies. The Tie-In is your chance to show 
off your very best flies. It is also one of your best opportunities to learn new tricks and how to tie the fly that will fool a big-one in the clear cold 
waters of Missouri spring creeks.  Don’t forget to bring your rods; you can get in a little casting practice and pick up some pointers. 
 
Come with empty hands or bearing gifts but, if you can, bring a dish/pot of your favorite recipe, chili or otherwise. Please contact me so that I 
can coordinate the items for a well rounded offering and a delectable variety of tangy hot and cold foods. Thanks for your help. 
 
Contact Mark Thalhammer 636-928-6242 or Mike Ott 314-435-5097 

 

 LAST CALL FOR  NOVEMBER BENNETT SPRING OUTING 
 
It looks like another crowd of OFFers so far planning to attend our 20th annual opening of the winter catch and release season at Bennett Spring 
Nov. 11-13.  As this is written early October, we still have some rooms available.  By the time you receive this newsletter I will probably have 
turned the reservations in to Sand Spring for room assignments, so if you decide to join us at the last minute, please call me first to see if we 
can still get a room.  We have been able to in the past.  Details in previous newsletters.  If an extra person stays in your room at the last minute, 
please use the honor system and settle up at the office.  Remember, Sand Spring does give us a break by charging us the off-season weekday 
rate instead of the week-end rate.  Room assignments should be mailed late October or early November. TAKE NOTE:  Bennett Spring and 
Montauk are open for catch and release on MONDAY also!  If this appeals to you, call Sand Spring when you get your room assignment and see 
if you can get a room for Sun. night  also.  Their number is 1-800-543-3474.  Also the restaurant will  be open for breakfast on Friday morning.  
The new hours are:Friday , Saturday 7am til 6pm(then close for our banquet) and Sunday 7am til 2pm.  Remember, you’ll need a $7.00 Trout 
Permit available everywhere Mo. hunting and fishing licenses are sold.  Questions? or last minute room call Russ Hill @ 314 275 2673. No need 
to press “1” for English.  Reservation forms can be downloaded from previous 2 newsletters. 

 

Lake Taneycomo – Sept 15-18, 2011 
By Jo Thalhammer 
Lake Taneycomo, the ever unpredictable tailwater of Table Rock Lake was our September 2011 
destination. The weekend looked promising; the weather was cool with a little wind. Moderate 
power generation allowed for some wading. Spring flooding caused some changes in the lake’s 
waterscape that challenged trip new comers, as well as the old pros. I for one was glad to have a 
wading staff on my belt. Some attendees opted to hire a guide or rent a boat from Lilley’s, so they 
were able to partake in the best of both worlds -- wade in the shallows and cast from the boat in the 
deep. The general consensus was fishing was slower than in past years, but the fish that were caught 
were larger with beautiful markings. 
 
Thursday was an “everyman for himself” day allowing a chance to get our feet wet so to speak. On Friday night, we had what has now become 
a Taney outing tradition, a talk by Phil Lilley regarding all things fishing.  This year he gave us a new map of the lake and talked about the many 
changes caused by the spring flood. 
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Saturday the weather gods decided not to shine upon us, literally – it rained, rained some 
more, rained harder, thundered, lightening flashed, and did I say it rained? Needless to 
say we were driven off the lake and our planned barbecue, catered by Phil and Marsha 
Lilley, was quickly moved back to the covered patio at Lilley’s Landing.  Meanwhile, Al 
Bourisaw and Larry Hurt, who arrived at the dam pavilion, by way of a Lilley’s boat, found 
that lunch had been moved. The lightening prompted them to wait before heading back 
to Lilley’s, but not too long, as we later found out that while we were anxiously waiting 
for them to boat-back they had decided they had time to make one more drift down from 
the dam. Not nice guys!!! The highlight of the day was …..Phil & Marsha Lilley surprised us and instead of a barbecue 
lunch they had an Alaskan Halibut fish fry, with all of the fix’uns. It was – AWESOME!!! 

 
The annual Big Fish contest was held after lunch but it had a new twist. A traveling trophy that was 
designed and crafted by a local artisan was awarded to the #1 and #2 winners; the trophy has the names 
of all the winners of the Big Fish contest inscribed on the back. Our intent is to reuse the same trophy in 
the coming years, kind of like our very own Stanley Cup. The 2011 winners are – Big Fish #1 Earl Schenberg 
and Big Fish #2 Larry Hummel. Good fishing guys. 
 
We topped off the weekend with everyone gathering for dinner at Famous Dave’s Barbecue on the 
Branson Landing. A good time was had by all, but the evening was not done. The rain had finally stopped 
so several members decided to join Malcolm down at outlet 1 and do some night fishing. Jerry, Bill, and 
Paul gave it a try while Mark went along for moral support and to call for help if anyone fell in. They all 
came back dry and we’ll just say fish were caught. 

 
Rooms are already reserved for next year, same time, same place. Be sure to mark your 
calendar, if you’ve never attended, you need to strongly consider it. Announcements will be 
made at the appropriate time next year. Rooms fill up fast, so don’t delay. OFF members 
definitely know how to have a good time…….. rain, or shine.  

  
 

 
 
 

Education 
By Pat Hummert 
 

Members Only Classes for Fly Tying 
 
Yes, it is true!  Starting Wednesday, November 5th we will once again start a series of fly tying classes open to OFF members at Powder Valley 
Conservation Center.  Classes will start each scheduled night at 7:00 p.m. lasting one hour and 45 minutes each.  Participants are encouraged to 
arrive early (doors open at 6:30 p.m.!) to set up their equipment as class will start on time!)  The classes are arranged so that we build in skill 
and knowledge in fly tying as the season progresses and will be taught by Pat Hummert and Mike Ott.  Other instructors may be added to 
demonstrate specific flies. 
While there will be basic tying equipment made available to those who are just getting started in fly tying, I would encourage each member to 
bring person gear.  Efforts will be made to demonstrate the use of tools within the first class, with a focus on tying “Midge Nymphs”.  
Classes will then progress through topics to include emergers, dry flies, nymphs, wet flies and streamers.  While each class will highlight 
materials and instruction to tie specific patterns, members are encouraged to bring samples of their own flies of the same type. As time allow, 
members may be given a few minutes to talk about their favorite patterns. 
So that arrangements can be made to pre-package the materials for the scheduled fly patterns of each tying session, members will be asked to 
sign up in advance of each class.  This can be done at the monthly general club meeting prior to class or by e-mailing either Pat Hummert or 
Mike Ott, your name and a contact phone number at which you can be reached during the evening hours.   
Class daters are as follows: 
November 2nd               January 4th            March 7th 
December 7th               February 1st             
Pat Hummert  ----- FliTrap4@ yahoo.com 
Mike Ott ----------- ottm86@yahoo.com 
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Fly of the Month 
By Mike Ott  
 

Charlie Craven’s Poison Tung 
 
We’re finding out now that quite possibly the number one source of trout food day in and day out is 
midge larvae. They are present and active in all virtually streams in all seasons. That being said, 
there are countless books dedicated to imitating these bugs and fishing them successfully. One of 
the most prolific fly tyers, Charlie Craven of Charlie’s Fly Box, has come up with a most unusual and 
effective pattern – the Poison Tung. 
 
While it is basically a thread midge, it is the color scheme that sets it apart. The gray body, peacock 
blue wire rib, and the UV gray collar make it really stand out. This is especially effective in winter 
months for some reason even though I doubt that it mimics any color in nature. Apparently the 
color blue is more visible at greater depth where most trout reside when the water temperature 
plunges. In addition, the angle and amount of sunlight make UV rays even more sparse. Either way, 
I’m excited to try it out this winter. 
 
Hook:  TMC2488 or Dai Riki 125 Sizes #16-22 
Bead Head: Silver Tungsten to hook size 
Thread: 8/0 or 12/0 Gray 
Body:  Tying Thread 
Ribbing: Fine Lagartun Peacock Blue or UTC Gunmetal Blue  
Collar:  UV Gray Ice Dub 
 
1) Put bead on hook and secure in vise 
2) Start thread behind bead  
3) Wrap wire down as you wrap the thread to just around the bend. 
4) Wrap a very thin level body of the tying thread and leave it behind the bead. 
5) Evenly space the wire rib wraps to behind the bead, tye off, and trim excess. 
6) Dub a very sparse collar of UV Ice Dub behind the bead. 
7) Whip finish and trim thread. 
 
Fish this as you would any thread midge – dead drifting on fine tippets and long leaders. However, this is an unconventional pattern so don’t be 
afraid to experiment. Add a little movement, add a dropper, fish it as a dropper, whatever. It should be interesting to watch fish react to it and 
make adjustments. 

Membership Renewal for 2012  
 by Dave Haas 

 
 Renewal time is here again--time to renew your membership in Ozark Fly Fishers. 
 

Being a member of Ozark is a great way to participate in our club’s efforts to promote fly-fishing and conserve and protect our public 
fisheries, and you surely don’t want to miss out on any of the outstanding programs and outings planned for the coming year.  Planning for the 
2012 line-up of speakers and outings is well underway, and the all-day meeting with Davy Wotton on February 18 is not to be missed.  If you 
haven’t participated in these events in the past, make plans to do so next year; it’s a great way to meet fellow club members.  Perhaps you 
might want to participate in some of our free classes for members on various aspects of fly-fishing or take advantage of our free video loan 
library.  Also, many of our members feel that the camaraderie and friendships developed within the club are one of the best benefits of 
membership in Ozark Fly Fishers. 
 

Dues amounts remain the same as in the past, but please remember that because of our two-tier dues structure you can save 
money by renewing your membership before it expires on January 1.  If you procrastinate until January 2 or later your renewal will be 
considered late and will cost an additional $5.00 for an Individual, Senior, or Family membership.  Please remember that if you wish to receive a 
paper copy of the newsletter through the U. S. mail you must check the appropriate box on the renewal form, otherwise you will be informed 
by e-mail (if you have provided us with your e-mail address) when the newsletter appears on the Ozark web site.  WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE 
TO GIVE UP THE PAPER COPY AND ACCESS THE NEWSLETTER ON THE WEB SITE BECAUSE THE COST OF PRINTING AND DELIVERING THE PAPER 
NEWSLETTER NEARLY EQUALS THE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FEE. 
 
 DON’T PROCRASTINATE!  Take advantage of the timely renewal rate by filling out the membership application found elsewhere in 
this newsletter and mailing it in with your check a.s.a.p.  PLEASE FILL OUT THE RENEWAL FORM AND WRITE YOUR CHECK NOW!  As an 
alternative, you can bring your checkbook to our next meeting on October 27 and renew at that time.  MEMBERSHIP IN OZARK IS ONE OF THE 
BEST BARGAINS OF THE YEAR. 
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Ozark Fly Fishers Membership Renewal / Application  
 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY                        Date ______________________________ 
 

Name __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Spouse/Family __________________________________________________________ 
 
Number & Street ________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip __________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Numbers: Home _______________________  Work ______________________ 
 
Cell ______________________  E-Mail Address _______________________________ 
 
If you want to receive a paper copy of the newsletter through the U.S. mail IN ADDITION TO an    e-mail reminder when the 
monthly club newsletter appears on our web site, check here.  _____ 
 
 

Other Club Memberships (check all that apply) 
 

Conservation Federation of Missouri  _____                                       * Federation of Fly Fishers  _____           

Smallmouth Alliance  _____                                                                                    Trout Unlimited  _____ 
 

* F.F.F. members who are Illinois residents should request membership in the Southern Council on   their F.F.F. membership 
application or by sending an e-mail to membership@fedflyfishers.org. 
 
 

Dues (check only ONE item below) 
 

TIMELY renewal (January 1
st

 or BEFORE) 
 

Individual--$25  _____                              Senior (65+)--$15  _____                             Family--$30  _____ 
 
Commercial--$50  _____                                                                                          Corporate--$250  _____ 
 
NEW member, or LATE renewal (January 2

nd
 or AFTER) 

 
Individual--$30  _____                              Senior (65+)--$20  _____                             Family--$35  _____ 
 
Commercial--$50  _____                                                                                          Corporate--$250  _____ 
 
(NEW members joining in October or later are automatically renewed for the following year.) 
 
 

Mail this form and a check payable to                                                   Ozark Fly Fishers 
Ozark Fly Fishers to:                                                          Membership Committee 
                              P.O. Box 440181 
(PLEASE do NOT attach check to form.)                          Saint Louis, MO  63144 
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OZARK FLY FISHERS 
ANNUAL BANQUET AND SILENT AUCTION 

Saturday January 21, 2012  
 

Crowne Plaza St. Louis – Clayton Hotel 
7750 Carondelet Ave. Clayton, MO  63105 

 
Cash bar and Silent Auction begins at 6:00 P.M. Dinner begins at 7:30 P.M. 

 
Choice of entrees: 

New York Strip Steak  $35.00/person 
Sautéed Chicken Supreme  $27.00/person 
Baked Spanish Whitefish  $27.00/person 
Pasta Primavera   $27.00/person 
Please notify us below of any special dietary needs: 

    
All entrees served with Salad, Parmesan roasted potatoes, Fresh Vegetable Medley, Assorted Bakery Rolls 

and Butter, Dessert, and Choice of Coffee, Decaf, Herbal Tea, or Iced Tea. 
Please fill in the information below: 

 
Member’s Name:            Entrée:  _____________________ 
Guest’s Name:             Entrée:  _____________________ 
Guest’s Name:            Entrée:  _____________________ 
Guest’s Name:         Entrée:  _____________________ 

 
Make checks out to “Ozark Fly Fishers” and Mail to: 

Bob Zagar 
7736 Missy Ct., St. Louis, MO  63123 

 

 
 

 

 

REPORT ON THE 2011 SOUTHERN COUNCIL FEDERATION of 
FLY FISHERS CONCLAVE AND FLY FISHING FAIR 
 
The 2011 SOC conclave held October 6, 7 and 8 in Mountain Home was a great success.  I was told attendance was down a little from last year 
(a record year) but attendance still exceeded six hundred including 54 tiers.   
There were 47 different programs offered, covering everything from casting classes, on stream seminars, fishing destinations, entomology, drift 
boat basics, casting games and various workshops to name just a few.  The team of Steve Antonic, Bob Temper, Al Bourisaw, Joe Aimonette, 
and others from the Club sponsored and manned the Jerry Clark Casting Games. 
Some of the best tiers in the country demonstrated Friday and Saturday including Joe Aimonette, Al Bourisaw, Pat Hummert and Mary Ann 
Townsend from our Club. 
The week end included an enjoyable welcome party on Thursday evening, a fun live auction Friday evening and a great awards dinner on 
Saturday evening.  The Ozark Fly Fishers filled three tables at the dinner. 
At the awards dinner, Patti Hummert received a well deserved honor as she was named the SOC Women of the Year and Caesar Carnaghi one 
of the early members of the Club and our second president was inducted as an SOC Legend.  In addition, Caesar’s family was able to attend the 
induction. 
We had around thirty Ozark Club members in attendance and it looked to me like all had a great time, I know I did.   
Next year the Fly Fishing Fair is scheduled for October 4, 5 and 6, 2012.  Save the dates. 



Ozark Fly Fishers           October 2011                  Page 8  
 

 

 

Conservation 
by   Wallis W Warren 

 
"Our space planning should take its cue from the patterns of nature itself - the water table, the floodplains, the 
ridges, the woods, and above all, the streams."  ~ William Whyte, The Last Landscape 

Didymo Update:  

 
Information received from the Missouri Department of Conservation confirms that felt soled wading boots will be illegal in Missouri. This has 
been a subject under consideration for some time, with a resolution to this effect adopted by the Conservation Federation of Missouri at their 
annual meeting earlier this year.   
 
http://confedmo.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=618:felt-sole-ban&catid=155:2011-resolutions&Itemid=233 
 
Many states have implemented similar measures in efforts to prevent or minimize the spread of invasive species such as Didymo. 
 
Along with such measures, consistently following the Clean Angler’s Pledge and encouraging others to do so will help minimize the spread of 
invasives. 
 
Recently a study was published outlining how Didymo colonizes ~ some of the information is contained in the following document shared by 
FFF’s Southern Council. 
 
 

River Mystery Solved: Scientists Discover How 'Didymo' Algae Bloom in Pristine Waters With Few Nutrients 

ScienceDaily (June 3, 2011) - The pristine state of unpolluted waterways may be their downfall, according to research results published in the 
journal Geophysical Research Letters. 

A species of freshwater algae that lives in streams and rivers, called Didymo for Didymosphenia geminata, is able to colonize and dominate the 
bottoms of some of the world's cleanest waterways--precisely because they are so clear. 

Didymo does so with a little help from its friends--in this case, bacteria--which allow it to make use of nutrients like phosphorus.   

Blooms of Didymo, also known as "rock snot," says scientist P.V. Sundareshwar of the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology, are made 
up of stalks that form thick mats on the beds of oligotrophic, or low-nutrient, streams and rivers. Sundareshwar is the paper's lead author. 

"In recent decades, human activities have led to many uncommon environmental phenomena," he says. "Now we have Didymo." 

The freshwater diatom has become notorious. Didymo has taken over low-nutrient rivers in North America and Europe. It has also invaded 
water bodies in the Southern Hemisphere, including those in New Zealand and Chile. 

Because its blooms alter food webs and have the potential to impact fisheries, "Didymo presents a threat to the ecosystem and economic 
health of these watercourses," says Sundareshwar. 

Algae blooms are usually linked with the input of nutrients that fuel the growth of microscopic aquatic plants. Didymo's ability to grow 
prolifically in waters where nutrients such as phosphorus are in short supply puzzled scientists. 

Environmental managers tried to mitigate Didymo blooms and predict their spread. But how the diatoms sustained such high growth in 
oligotrophic systems was unknown. 

In a study funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF) and the State of South Dakota Carbon Scientist fund, Sundareshwar and colleagues 
revealed that Didymo is able to concentrate phosphorus from the water. 

The scientists conducted their research in Rapid Creek, an unpolluted mountain stream in western South Dakota where Didymo was first 
observed in 2002. The creek regularly has Didymo blooms, with 30 to 100 percent of the streambed covered with Didymo over an area up to 
ten kilometers (6 miles) long. 

Didymo thrives in Rapid Creek through biogeochemical processes in biofilms in the mats. As Didymo mats form, new stalks develop at the 
surface and older stalks--which have already bound phosphorus--are displaced to the mats' inner regions. 

Phosphorus is available to Didymo thanks to the activity of the bacteria that live inside these mats. 
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"This study solves the puzzle of how Didymo can produce such large blooms in low-nutrient rivers and streams," says Tim Kratz, program 
director in NSF's Division of Environmental Biology. 

"It has uncovered the fascinating mechanism by which Didymo 'scrubs' phosphorus from a stream or river," says Kratz, "then creates a 
microenvironment that allows microbes to make this nutrient available for Didymo's growth." 

The concentration of phosphorus on Didymo mats far exceeds the level expected based on the nutrient content of surface waters, says 
Sundareshwar. 

"The ability of the mats to store phosphorus is tied to the availability of iron in the water." 

Didymo cells adsorb, or condense on their surfaces, both iron and phosphorus. Then bacterial processes in the mat interact with iron to 
increase the biological availability of phosphorus. 

The process results in abundant phosphorus for cell division, "and hence," says Sundareshwar, "a resolution to the paradox of Didymo blooms 
in oliogotrophic streams and rivers." 

The result will help scientists and managers identify water bodies susceptible to Didymo blooms. 

"It also has the potential to lead to discoveries that may stem this organism's prolific growth in rivers around the world," says Sundareshwar. 

"This is how science is supposed to work--research conducted at one small creek in South Dakota can be translated to places across the globe." 

Co-authors of the paper are S. Upadhayay, M. Abessa, S. Honomichl, C. Sandvik, and A. Trennepohl of the South Dakota School of Mines and 
Technology; B. Berdanier of South Dakota State University and A. Spaulding of the U.S. Geological Survey in Boulder, Colo. 

Clean Water Act ~ Did You Know? 
 
It is interesting that when people talk about water quality, whether it is our rivers and streams or our drinking water, they have very little 
information about what the Clean Water Act regulates.  
 
I have found that most people I talk to are unaware that drinking water is neither tested nor treated for pharmaceuticals, while many studies 
have found traces of pharmaceuticals ~ including antibiotics, hormones and antidepressants in municipal water supplies over the past few 
years.  
 
The EPA regulates only one component of pharmaceuticals, lindane, which is an ingredient found in delousing shampoos. All other 
pharmaceuticals from painkillers to cancer drugs have no standard set for how much is acceptable in the nation’s rivers and streams or our 
drinking water. Since 1996, the EPA has added only one new drinking water contaminant to its list of regulated substances which is perchlorate, 
a component of rocket fuel. 
 
We hear much discussion in the media and campaign speeches about regulations having a negative impact on the economy and the need to 
reduce and even cut back regulations. Considering the minimal standards that we currently have, and the lack of enforcement capabilities many 
agencies have, one wonders what the true cost of deregulation would be. Certainly water quality and human health concerns need to be a 
factor in such discussions. 
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MDC bans porous-soled waders to help protect trout waters from 
invasive algae 
Porous-soled waders are prime suspects in human transport of “didymo,” or “rock snot.” 
  
JEFFERSON CITY Mo – In anticipation of winter trout fishing, the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) encourages trout anglers to help 
prevent the spread of a new threat to Missouri’s cold-water streams and rivers. Called “didymo” (Didymosphenia geminata) or “rock snot,” this 
invasive alga forms large, thick mats on the bottoms of cold-water streams and rivers, reducing the quality and quantity of food vital to fish 
such as trout. Didymo also clogs water intakes and boat motors. It interferes with fishing gear and eventually makes fishing nearly impossible, 
with devastating economic and environmental consequences. 
  
Didymo is native to northern parts of North America and Europe. While it has not been found in Missouri, rock snot has been found just south 
of the Missouri-Arkansas border in the White River. 
  
According to MDC Fisheries Biologist Mark VanPatten, didymo is kept in check naturally in other parts of the country and world by lower pH, or 
acidity, levels in the water. Missouri’s wealth of limestone creates higher pH levels in Show-Me waters. These higher pH levels can allow didymo 
to spread unchecked.  
  
“Preventing the spread of this invasive species into Missouri is critical,” VanPatten warns. “There is no way to control or eradicate didymo once 
it gets established in the state.” 
  
VanPatten emphasizes that recreational equipment such as boats, lifejackets and fishing gear--particularly porous-soled waders--are the most 
likely ways for didymo to spread into Missouri.  
  
“Porous-soled waders and wading boots, worn by many trout anglers, appear to be a likely pathway for the spread of didymo,” VanPatten 
explains. “The soles hold moisture for days and can harbor cells of this alga. Individual cells cannot be seen with the naked eye and only a single 
cell is needed to establish a stream-killing colony. Anglers who visit waters with didymo can, unknowingly, transfer these cells to the next 
stream they visit.” 
  
The Missouri Conservation Commission has approved a regulation change banning the use of porous-soled waders or footwear incorporating or 
having attached a porous sole of felted, matted, or woven fibrous material when fishing in trout parks and other specific trout waters. Pending 
public comment through the Secretary of State’s office, the new regulation will go into effect March 1, 2012, the opening day of catch-and-keep 
fishing at Missouri’s four trout parks. 
  
To help reduce the spread of didymo, MDC encourages anglers to remember: Check, then Clean or Dry. 
  

·       Check all gear and equipment and remove any visible algae. Dispose of algae by placing it in the trash, not by putting it down a 
drain or into bodies of water. 
  
·       Then Clean all gear and equipment with a solution of 2-percent bleach, 5-percent saltwater, or dishwashing detergent. Allow all 
equipment to stay in contact with the solution for at least three minutes. Soak all soft items, such as felt-soled waders and wader 
boot cuffs, neoprene waders and life jackets, in the solution for at least 20 minutes. 

  
·       Or then Dry all gear and equipment for at least 48 hours by exposing it to sunlight. 

  
To help anglers clean their waders before entering Missouri trout streams, MDC has installed wader wash stations at Missouri’s five cold-water 
trout hatcheries: Bennett Spring State Park near Lebanon, Montauk State Park near Salem, Roaring River State Park near Cassville, Maramec 
Spring Park near St. James and Shepherd of the Hills Hatchery by the upper portion of Lake Taneycomo near Branson. 
  
All anglers are encouraged to replace their porous-soled waders with ones that have non-porous rubber or synthetic soles. 
  
Anglers can adapt felt-soled and other porous-soled waders to comply with the new regulation by sealing the soles with solutions of contact 
cement or marine rubber cement. VanPatten notes the cement may need to be reapplied after each use. MDC offers an instructional video for 
sealing waders at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n_udcfZqA_w 
  
“Adapting waders is not a cure,” VanPatten cautions. “It is just one step in prevention. It is still vital to check and clean or dry all waders and all 
other gear that have had contact with the water.” 
  
MDC held public open-house forums in March and April in communities near Missouri’s trout parks and hatcheries to help educate anglers, 
outfitters, retailers and boaters about the dangers of didymo, the need to replace porous-soled waders and to get public feedback on the 
proposed regulation change. 
  
For more information, visit www.mdc.mo.gov and search “didymo.” 
  
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n_udcfZqA_w
http://www.mdc.mo.gov/
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PREPARING TO KAYAK THE NORTH FORK 
By John Berry 
 

After a significant amount of preparation, my wife, Lori, and I felt like we were ready to tackle kayaking and fishing the North Fork of the White 

River. We chose a day in the middle of the week to avoid as much river traffic as we could. After a lot of deliberation, we decided to float the 

section from Patrick Bridge to Dawt Mill, a trip of approximately six miles. We figured that would give us plenty of time to fish.  

 

We loaded our kayaks and fishing gear in the car the night before and left Cotter about 7:00 AM. We arrived at Dawt Mill at 8:00 AM. We took a 

few minutes to arrange for our shuttle and buy our fishing licenses.  

 

We donned our waders and personal flotation devices (PFDs). There was rain in the forecast so we made sure that we had rain jackets with us. 

We eased our kayaks into the water and floated down stream. I worked the top of the riffle while Lori fished the lower section. I was high 

sticking a double nymph rig (a pink San Juan worm with a prince nymph dropper), while Lori was fishing an olive woolly bugger. We were both 

using 4X tippet.  

 

I was the first to hook up. After a significant struggle, I was able to land the brightly colored fifteen inch rainbow. He had taken the worm. As I 

carefully released him, I noticed that Lori had a fish on and was working her way back to the bank. It should be noted that the North Fork of the 

White has a bottom containing a lot of bedrock and is very difficult to wade in spots. She was slipping and sliding. By the bend in her rod, I knew 

she had a good fish. I quickly secured my fishing line and waded toward her. I was wearing studded boots and was able to move quickly. She 

was finally able to land the trout. It was a gorgeous  twenty inch rainbow. It was as brightly colored as mine but significantly larger. I pulled out 

my camera and we took several photos. She carefully revived the trout and released it. We took another trout each, from the run, before we 

moved on. 

  

We continued downstream stopping at each good riffle that we encountered. We caught several nice fully colored rainbows in the process. We 

stopped along the river for lunch in the shade of some large trees. After lunch, we continued downstream. The sky darkened and the wind 

picked up. It began to rain. We stopped fishing long enough to put on our rain jackets. A heavy fog settled on the river and our vision was 

obscured. This did not affect the fishing but it made negotiating the various rapids and other obstacles (downed trees and large rocks) more 

difficult.  

We were going through a fast riffle when I looked up and saw a good sized rock appear through the fog a few feet in front of my kayak. It was 

so close that I was unable to avoid it even though I paddled quickly to keep from hitting it. It kissed the side of my boat and spun me around so 

that I was going through the riffle broadside. The one thing that I learned at Kia Kima Boy Scout Camp over fifty years ago was that you did not 

want to go through a riffle broadside. The water safety instructor had patiently explained to us that if you went through a riffle broadside that 

you would hit a rock and flip the canoe or worse. 

  

As I was trying to straighten the kayak out, I hit another rock. This one spun me around again and I was now straight and slipped through the 

riffle with ease. The only problem was that I was going backwards. As soon as I cleared the heavy water, I was able to swing around so that I 

was floating straight ahead. If I had been in a canoe, I would have swamped it. The sit on top kayak has a very slow center of gravity and did not 

flip over in the turbulent water. All I did was hang on. 

  

We stopped at a nice run just below the riffle and fished it. Though I was using all of the flies that had been recommended to me by my various 

fellow guides the week before, Lori was out fishing me with an olive woolly bugger. I looked into the deep water below the riffle and saw 

several large fish feeding. I tied on a big stonefly nymph with a prince nymph as a dropper. As I was rigging my rod, I looked upstream and 

noticed Lori floating down stream. She had slipped on the slick bedrock. Luckily she was still wearing her PFD and was in no danger. I helped her 

regain her footing. She did not take on much water and was able to finish the day comfortably. I continued fishing and hooked and landed a 

nice carp. We took pictures and released him. 

  

By this time, it had been raining for several hours. We decided to float on out. We arrived at Dawt Mill around 4:00 PM, loaded our boats, 

stowed our gear and headed home. It had been quite an adventure and we loved every minute of it. We liked it so much that we returned to 

float another section the next week! 
 
John Berry is a fly fishing guide in Cotter, Arkansas and has fished the local streams for over twenty five years. John can be reached at (870) 435-
2169 or http://www.berrybrothersguides.com

http://www.berrybrothersguides.com/
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ONSTREAM 
  By Tim Wade 

  
Asking an angler to name his favorite time of year to fish and you will get a mumbled answer every time. There are so many reasons to fish 
every day of the year, pinning one specific time down is like trying to define space. 
 
As an outfitter, this question is posed to me quite frequently. Ninety per cent of those that fish, whether with a fly or some other method, 
prefer fair weather, so my response leans to the summer months, when every insect known to trout in Wyoming will be on the water and the 
fishing appears easy as the trout gorge themselves on nature’s abundance. 
 
 In my opinion, naming a favorite hatch is much easier than naming my favorite time of year. Here in Wyoming , weather permitting, the fly 
fishing remains great January-December. My preferred, but not favorite, time to fish is during the hunting season, when rods and reels are 
exchanged for shotguns and rifles by many anglers, leaving many waters virtually empty for weeks at a time. 
 
 Streams are low, fall colors are spray painted all over the mountains and the wild trout in the freestone rivers and streams around Cody know 
time is running short for putting on one more ounce of fat to get through winter. Dry fly fishing is superb with gray drakes, fall caddis and Baetis 
emerging. Nymph or streamer fishing is too easy some days. Life can’t get much better than that. 
 
 To define preferred even further, sticking huge male brown trout in the fall ranks as my all-time favorite thing to do on a fly rod. There seems 
to be something primeval in my hunt for Salmo Trutta when the elk are bugling in the mountain meadows and grizzly bear tracks are covering 
mine on the trek out. Some DNA malfunction no doubt, because I consider myself fairly well educated and socially acceptable the rest of the 
year. 
 
 It’s is the survival of the fittest on land and in the water during fall. My goal is to be as successful hooking as many leviathan brown trout as I 
can in the process of my hunting. Even hooking a magnificent sailfish on a fly takes a back seat to setting a hook into the massively kyped jaw of 
a large male brown in full spawning color and strength. 
 
 Once in the net, I know I am looking into the eyes of what is the apex predator in the water he calls home. Large rainbow, steelhead, cutthroat 
and brook  trout can look at you while removing the hook and all you see is fear in their eyes as they contemplate what the next move life is 
about to offer. 
 
 Not so with a brown trout; Mr. Brown especially. He’s pissed off from the second you hook him until the fight is over. Once in the net, the look 
in his eye is down right mean and evil. He isn’t going to miss the chance to take some blood before the hook is out and he’s back in the water 
either. I like that kind of spirit in a creature. Without getting carried away, let’s just say, fishing in the fall might be my favorite time after all.  

 

 
 

 
Affiliate Member                                          Federation of Fly Fishers  

                                                              Conserving ~ Restoring ~ Education Through Fly Fishing 

 
 
 

OZARK FLY FISHERS OBJECTIVES 

FOUNDED 1971 
 

 To promote fly fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing and the method most consistent with 
the preservation and wise use of our game fish. 

 To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts for environmental quality and pollution control. 

 To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 

 To demonstrate applied techniques in fly fishing, tying, casting, and related subjects. 

 
Ozark Fly Fishers meet at 7:00 PM. on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Queeny Park Rec Center (unless 
noted differently - see Calendar).  

 
 
 
 

http://maps.live.com/default.aspx?wip=2&v=2&style=r&rtp=~&&msnurl=DirectionsFind.aspx?%26redirect%3dfalse&msnculture=en-US#JndoZXJlMT01NTArV2VpZG1hbitSZCUyYytCYWxsd2luJTJjK01PKzYzMDExJmJiPTM4LjYxNDgyMTcxODc5MzUlN2UtOTAuNDc4NjgyODc0NjE2MyU3ZTM4LjU5NTUwODEzMDg2MzMlN2UtOTAuNTExNjMxMjYyMTAwMg==
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Officers:     Directors:                                                     Chairs: 
President – Malcolm Royse   Communications – Bill Leslie           Casting – Brian Ellis 
Vice President – Bob Zagar  Conservation – Wallis Warren                  Fly Tying – Mike Ott  
Secretary – Patti Hummert   Education – Pat Hummert                         Webmaster – Ron Scott 
Treasurer – Jim Morrison   Membership – Kevin Miquelon                 
Past President – Mike Swederska, Sr. Outings – Mark Thalhammer 
                     Ways and Means – Miles Barnett 
 

 Support Our Corporate Members! 
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Ozark Fly Fishers Calendar of Events 
 

October 27, 2011 General Membership Meeting – Queeny Park Rec Center 7:00pm 
October 29, 2011 Chili Tie-In at Marlan’s details TBA 
 
November 2, 2011 Members Only Class –Powder Valley 7:00 pm (contact Pat Hummert or Mike Ott) 
November 7, 2011 Board Meeting - new location @3532 Greenwood Blvd, Maplewood, mo 63143  7:00pm 
 
December 5, 2011 Board Meeting - new location @ 7:00pm  
December 7, 2011 Members Only Class – Powder Valley 7:00 pm (contact Pat Hummert or Mike Ott) 
December 8, 2011 General Membership Meeting – Queeny Park Rec Center 7:00pm 
 
January 4, 2012 Members Only Class – Powder Valley 7:00 pm (contact Pat Hummert or Mike Ott) 
January 21, 2012 Annual Ozark Fly Fishers Banquet 
 
February 1, 2012 Members Only Class – Powder Valley 7:00 pm (contact Pat Hummert or Mike Ott) 
February 10& 11, 2012 FYAO  C&R Outing Montauk (contact Mark Thalhammer) 
February 18, 2012 All Day Meeting with Davy Wotton 
 
March 7, 2012 Members Only Class – Powder Valley 7:00 pm (contact Pat Hummert or Mike Ott) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


