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February 2021 
President’s Message  
February just snuck up on us, as we bid farewell 
to the catch and release season and anticipate 
the warmer weather.   
 
Just finished listening to Steve Ehrlich, our 
January speaker.  A different tact, reviewing 
literature on our hobby, with a little deep 
thinking involved.  I know a good book on our 
craft seems to add another line on my bucket 
list.  Good to see at least 31 attended, a good 
Zoom showing for a Thursday in January.  
 
I heard that six members were at the FYAO event at Montauk and had 
the park to themselves on Friday.  Not sure about the rest of the weekend 
as I suspect the weather scared people off.  Fishing was reported as OK.   
 
Our next Member Meeting is a little off schedule, and on Wednesday, 
February 10 - as we have a special speaker, Al Beatty.  I will be out of 
town that week and leave David in charge.  
 
Still working on activities for our 50 Year Anniversary and have a few 
looking good.  I should have it completed for the next newsletter. 
 
I see snow on the ground, but Spring on the horizon!   
 
Be well my friends, 
 
Dan Rasch, President, Ozark Fly Fishers 
Email: drasch27@hotmail.com 
 

Throwback 
Ozark Fly Fishers has had a Monthly Member Newsletter for a long time. 
To celebrate our 50th Anniversary, we’ll be highlighting some issues of 
the Newsletter from years’ past, so keep an eye out.  
 

Questions or Submissions for the 
Newsletter? 
Email the Editor at OzarkNewsletter@gmail.com  
We are always looking for new content to fill our Newsletter. If you’ve got 
a good story, a hot tip, a nice pic, or a funny joke, send it our way. 
 

  
Upcoming Events 
February 
General Member Meeting 
February 18, 2021 – 7:00 pm 
Online via Zoom 
Guest Speaker: 
Al Beatty (See p. 2, 3 for info) 
 
March 
General Member Meeting 
March 25, 2020 – 7:00 pm 
Online via Zoom 
Guest Speaker: 
Former Governor Jay Nixon 
 
April 
General Member Meeting 
April 22, 2020 – 7:00 pm 
Online via Zoom 
 
 
Reminder 
Keep an eye on upcoming 
newsletters and the OFF 
calendar and website about 
future events. To keep up with  
OFF, you can follow our social 
media accounts listed below. 
 
 
 
 
   www.ozarkflyfishers.org 
   Instagram: @ozark_fly_fishers 
   Twitter: @ozarkflyfishers 
   Facebook: @ozarkflyfishers 

OzarkNewsletter@gmail.com 
© Ozark Fly Fishers, Inc. 2021 

https://www.instagram.com/wwt_inc/
https://twitter.com/wwt_inc
https://www.facebook.com/WorldWideTechnologyInc/
mailto:drasch27@hotmail.com
mailto:OzarkNewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.ozarkflyfishers.org/
https://www.instagram.com/ozark_fly_fishers/
https://twitter.com/ozarkflyfishers
http://www.facebook.com/ozarkflyfishers
mailto:ozarknewsletter@gmail.com
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February Meeting Guest Speaker: Al Beatty 
PLEASE NOTE THE DATE OF THIS MEETING HAS CHANGED. Due to a scheduling conflict, this meeting 
has been rescheduled. On Thursday, February 18, OFF will have its next Member Meeting with Guest 
Speaker, Al Beatty. Join us as we continue to celebrate our 50th Year with this online meeting. 
 
Retired telephone company executive, Al  Beatty, today enjoys running a family 
owned business (BT’s Fly Fishing Products). Located in Boise, Idaho Al and his 
spouse Getchen manufacture, distribute, operate a video production studio (fly 
fishing and tying, of course), write, and tie flies on a commercial basis. All has 
been recognized for his contribution to the Federation of Fly Fishers; being 
awarded the 1999 Buz Buszek Award and the 1994 Man of the Year.Come Zoom 
with Ozark Fly Fishers. On Thursday, February 18, Ozark Fly Fishers, Inc. will 
offer online, visual programming for members. The programs will be available to 
all members that have a computer or smartphone.  
 
As always, the programs will be advertised on the OFF Website, our social media 
channels, through emails to members, and in the monthly newsletter. On the 
morning of the meeting, each OFF member will be emailed a link and 
password for the evening program. During the meeting program, all members 
except the presenter will be muted, so that only the presenter will be able to 
speak. Members will be able to virtually raise their hands in Zoom if they have questions, or post their questions 
in the Zoom chat. We’ll demonstrate how to do this before the meeting gets started.  
 
If you cannot make the Zoom meetings, a video recording will be posted to the OFF website a few days 
following the meeting. (But it’s more fun to join in live.) 
 
 
 

Reminder: Using Zoom 
Click the Link to Watch this Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKQq96TiGpg   
Join by computer 

• Have a headphones available if possible to minimize feedback – your cellphone earbuds will work well. 
• Click the Zoom link that’s been sent to you in an email, and Zoom should automatically and quickly 

download to your computer. 
• In Downloads on your computer, click Zoom_launcher.exe. Zoom should direct you to this with a large 

orange flag. 
• Once Zoom has launched, a screen should pop up asking for your name. This will identify you during the 

meeting. 
• You should now be part of the meeting. Click the green button that says “Join Audio By Computer”. 

 
Join by tablet or smartphone 

• If you choose to use your tablet or smartphone, be sure to download the Zoom app ahead of time. 
• Once you have downloaded the Zoom app, follow the “Join by computer” instructions above. 

 
Join by telephone 

• First, dial the phone number provided in the Zoom email. 
• When prompted, dial the meeting ID number that is also provided.   
• Your phone will be automatically muted once the meeting starts. If you want to speak, press *6 to unmute. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKQq96TiGpg
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Additional February Meeting Info 
Gretchen & Al Beatty are long time fly fishers, fly tiers, photographers and writers from Boise, Idaho.  Both 
have received the Buz Buszek Memorial Award for fly tying excellence. They are best friends at the vise, on the 
water, at the computer keyboard, behind the camera, and in their Zoom studio. When they are not working, they 
enjoy spoiling their four grand children. If you are interested, you may review their many books on Amazon 
(search “gretchen beatty books”), their website (www.btsflyfishing.com) or check out their YouTube Channel 
(search “al beatty channel”) where they have numerous fly-tying tips and tricks for your viewing enjoyment. 

Wonder Wing Drake 
Wonder Wing Drake Materials 

• Hook: Size 20 to 8, 1-x long dry fly 
• Thread: Gray, 70 denier (6/0) in size 
• Tail: Whiting Tailing Pack fibers or grizzly 

hackle fibers 
• Wings: Large grizzly feathers, looped Wonder 

Wing style 
• Body: Gray Soft Touch Dubbing or color of 

choice 
• Hackle: Grizzly or color(s) of choice 
• Head: Thread 

 
Student notes: The wings on this fly allow the student 
to use any large hackle to make delicate, small (or 
large) dry fly wings. Once this technique is mastered, 
the student will never again have to search through a hen or rooster cape to find a matched pair of hackle-point 
wings. 

The Rotary Stimulator 
Modified Rotary Stimulator Materials 

• Hook: 18-8 3XL, dry fly (straight or curved 
shank) 

• Thread: Black, olive or color of choice 
• Tail: Elk or deer hair  
• Body Hackle: Grizzly or color of choice 
• Body: Olive Soft Touch Dubbing or color of 

choice 
• Wing: Deer or elk 
• Head: Peacock herl (optional dubbing color 

of choice) 
• Front Hackle: Grizzly or color of choice 

 
Student notes: We refer to this pattern as a 
“modified” Stimulator because it doesn’t totally 
follow the original recipe. Our purpose with this pattern is to NOT show you how to tie the fly, but rather to use 
the fly to learn some secrets hidden within your inline rotary vise. We finish with the question, “Can an inline 
rotary vise make spinning hair a walk-in-the-park?” You’ll have to wait and see when we demonstrate the 
“surprise” fly pattern.  

  

http://www.btsflyfishing.com/
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Outings Report – February 2021 
 
Tentatively, and due to COVID-19, outings for 2021 will not be club sponsored. Members are welcome to 
utilize the Club’s existing reservation slots and make their own private bookings.  
 
Lake Taneycomo Outing – April 23 and 24, 2021 
RSVP Due: February 14, 2021 
OFF Members are welcome to reserve the following cabins for a two-night stay at Lilley’s Landing Resort in 
Branson, MO (www.LilliesLanding.com). Members are required to make and pay for their own reservation 
directly with Lillie’s by February 14, 2021. Please contact Ed Olander to notify the Club of your reservation. Ed 
confirm who is staying where. 
 

Cabin #2 - One bedroom, two beds @ $82 per person 
Cabin #3 - Two bedroom, two beds @ $138 per person 
Cabin #4 - Two bedroom, two beds @ $138 per person 
Cabin #5 - Two bedroom, two beds @ $95 per person 
Cabin #6 - Two bedroom, two beds @ $95 per person 
Cabin #7 - Two bedroom, two beds @ $106 per person 
Cabin #8 - Two bedroom, two beds @ $106 per person 

 
Edward Olander 
Tel: 314-487-1663 
Cell:314-566-1422 
Email: olanderedward@att.net 
 

Questions about 2021 Outings? 
Contact the New Outings Chair 
Richard Bable 
Phone: 314-650-2859 
Email: blackbird@brick.net  
 

2021 Membership Directory 
As I hope everyone is aware by now, the Ozark Board of Directors voted to renew membership for 2021 to 
everyone who was a member in 2020, at no charge.  When preparing this year's directory I am using 2020 
directory information since new applications have not been submitted, Therefore, if any of your directory 
information has changed, please contact me at troutal@att,net.  
The new directory will be published electronically sometime in mid February.   
Al Bourisaw, Director of Membership, Ozark Fly Fishers 
 

Conservation / Missouri Stream Team #31 
2021 Events and Opportunities 
Belews Creek Watershed Cleanup - March 20, 2021 - 9:00 AM  
Location to be determined between Hillsboro and Cedar Hill, MO along Highway BB 
By invitation - Belews Creek Watershed Partnership - Stream Team #3853 
This cleanup will concentrate on eliminating roadside trash on rural county roads. The goal will be to remove trash before it is flushed 
into the beautiful Belews Creek watershed tributaries.  Numerous Stream Teams will partner on this project.  Work gloves, trash bags, 
safety vests and bottled water will be provided.  COVID-19 precautions will be practiced.  Finalized details for this cleanup will be 
determined closer to the event.  
If interested in attending or if you have questions, please contact Scott Darrough at 314-560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com  

https://ozarkflyfishers.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c61dccedc24c76fa607000470&id=b6d1578a48&e=b82f2d88bb
mailto:olanderedward@att.net
mailto:blackbird@brick.net
mailto:swdarrough@yahoo.com
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Fly of the Month – February 2021 
WD-40 Midge 
I tie a lot of flies. I like tying new and different flies. I, also, carry a lot of flies on the river. However, I still find 
myself tying on the same go-to flies every time I hit the streams. This is one of them. It is genius in its 
simplicity, super durable, very versatile, and a proven fish catcher everywhere it is thrown.  
 
Materials 

• Hook:  Your favorite scud hook Size 16 – 20 (preferably barbless)  
• Thread: 12/0 Veevus Olive 
• Tail/Wing Case:  Lemon Wood Duck Flank 
• Body:  Tying Thread 
• Thorax:  Grey Muskrat dubbing 

 
Tying Steps 

1. Pinch down barb on hook, 
and secure hook in vise. Start 
thread 1/3 back from the hook 
eye and advance to hook 
bend using touching wraps.  

2. Tie in a tail of 6-8 wood duck 
fibers about as long as the 
body and wrap down using 
even touching thread wraps 
to form an even, smooth body 
ending where the thread 
started. 

3. Leave the butts of the wood 
duck fibers for the wing case and pull back to leave room for the thorax. 

4. Dub a rather prominent thorax of the muskrat dubbing between the body and the hook eye. 
5. Pull the wood duck fibers over the thorax and secure just behind the eye. 
6. Form a neat head with thread, whip-finish , and trim thread. 

 
I like to fish this as a dropper behind either a dry fly when fishing near the top, or behind a heavier nymph when 
fishing deep. It mimics small mayfly nymphs and midges alike. It can be tied in olive, tan, gray, and black – all 
with the same wood duck tail and wing case and gray thorax. 
 
Mike Ott, Fly-Tying Chair, Ozark Fly Fishers  
 
 

Beginners Fly-Tying Class 
 
Ozark Fly Fishers, through the subgroup Fly Tiers of the Long Table, will be offering a beginners fly tying 
course via Zoom. The classes will be held on Tuesday evening starting at 7:00 PM and have a limited 
enrollment. The date of the first class is yet to be determined.  If interested in enrolling in the class contact 
Mike Swederska at 314-799-1998 or shur-way@sbcglobal.net. 
 
If you have any questions about the class or tools required, contact Mike. 
 
 

mailto:shur-way@sbcglobal.net
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2021: Ozark Fly Fishers  
50th Anniversary 
Time flies, right? 2021 is the 50th Anniversary of 
Ozark Fly Fishers. The club was founded way 
back during the Nixon Administration in 1971. 
We are looking to our members for ideas on how 
to celebrate the occasion. If you have any 
thoughts, ideas, or requests on how to celebrate 
our Gold Anniversary, please send them to 
OzarkNewsletter@gmail.com  
 
We will be celebrating throughout the year so keep 
an eye on the Newsletter and OFF’s social media 
and website for more details.  

 
Tie Flies with OFF on 
Zoom 
 
The Fly Tiers of the Long Table 
have made the best of a bad 
situation. Mike and the guys have 
set up a weekly group tying Zoom 
call.  
 
If you are looking for something to 
do while you’re at home, and you 
don't tie flies yourself, but are just 
needing to be entertained, the 
FTOLT has been successful in 
holding Zoom meeting tying 
session. The sessions are free for 
anybody wanting to participate. All 
you need to do is download the Zoom app and let us know that you want to participate. 
 
Email Mike Swederska  at shur-way@sbcglobal.net or post that you’d like to join in the Ozark Fly 
Fishers Facebook page or GroupsIO page. You’ll be provided with a link and can join in on the fun 
using your laptop, smartphone, or tablet. 
 
The tying sessions are 5:30 on Wednesday nights.  

mailto:shur-way@sbcglobal.net
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Communications 
Ozark Fly Fishers Member Newsletter 
Do you enjoy writing as much as fishing? Have you recently read a good fly-fishing book or had a fun trip you 
wish to recap? The Ozark Fly Fishers Member Newsletter is always looking for new content from our members. 
Articles up to 1,000 words can be submitted to: OzarkNewsletter@gmail.com. 
In addition to member content, the Member Newsletter acts as members’ primary source of information about 
upcoming events and speakers, future outings, and other important dates and updates from the Board of 
Directors. It is delivered each month either through email or snail mail. Many members collaborate each month 
to put the newsletter together, and we hope you enjoy. 
 

Social Media 
A great way to stay up to date (and not have to wait for the monthly newsletter) is to follow Ozark Fly Fishers on 
our social media channels. In addition to getting updates from the club, it gives you the chance to interact with 
other members and to share your stories, photos, and videos. Be sure to like and subscribe to the various links 
below. WE WANT YOUR PHOTOS AND VIDEOS. Sharing your photos and videos is a great way to show off 
your latest huge catch and to promote the club. Send photos/videos to OzarkNewsletter@gmail.com  
If you have any questions about social media or even want to create your own account to interact with OFF, 
please reach out to Jake Voss, who is happy to help. 
 
Follow OFF on Twitter for discussions.   Follow OFF on Instagram for photos. 

www.twitter.com/ozarkflyfishers  www.instagram.com/ozark_fly_fishers  
@ozarkflyfishers     @ozark_fly_fishers 
 

Like/Follow OFF on Facebook.     Subscribe to OFF on YouTube for videos 
www.facebook.com/ozarkflyfishers www.youtube.com/ozarkflyfishers   
@ozarkflyfishers 
 

 

Ozark Fly Fishers Website 
The Ozark Fly Fishers website will provide you with all the information you’ll need 
about the club, its members, its events, and its sponsors. The website holds an 
archive of past monthly newsletters, flies of the month, and photos of past OFF 
Events. The OFF Website also hosts the Club Calendar, which provides the dates 
and times of all club events, as well as some events hosted by third parties.  
Our website can be found at: http://www.OzarkFlyFishers.org  
or use your smartphone to scan the QR code to the right.  
 

Groups.IO 
Ozark Fly Fishers has now joined Groups IO. To join in the discussion, all you 
have to do is go to https://groups.io/ or google search for “Groups IO”.  
Register on the site by putting in your email and creating a password. (Write it 
down, save it, and keep it simple. If you lose it or forget it nobody can find it or 
get it for you.) They will send you an email to your address where you can verify your account. That’s all you 
have to do to become a member of Groups IO. Once you have registered, search for “Ozark Fly Fishers” and 
ask to join the group. It will send an invitation. It is that easy. We also have a subgroup in the Groups IO of Ozark 
Fly Fishers for the tiers in the club. Once you’re a member of the Ozark Fly Fishers main group you can then 
join the Fly Tiers of the Long Table sub group. You have to be a member of the Ozark Fly Fishers main group 
to join the sub group. It’s just a matter of asking to join as you did with the main group. Having problems, contact 
Mike Swederska at: Shur-way@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:ozarknewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:OzarkNewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.twitter.com/ozarkflyfishers
http://www.instagram.com/ozark_fly_fishers
http://www.twitter.com/ozarkflyfishers
http://www.instagram.com/ozark_fly_fishers
http://www.facebook.com/ozarkflyfishers
http://www.youtube.com/ozarkflyfishers
http://www.facebook.com/ozarkflyfishers
http://www.ozarkflyfishers.org/
https://groups.io/
mailto:Shur-way@sbcglobal.net
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Ozark Fly Fishers 
Board of Directors 

Officers Directors Chairpersons 
 

President: 
 

Dan Rasch 
 

Communications: 
 

 
Jake Voss 

 
Casting: 

 
Brian Ellis 

Vice President: Dave Crawford Conservation: Scott Darrough Fly Tying: Mike Ott 

Treasurer: Steve Lekich Education: Jim Gera 
Stream 
Team 

Coordinator: 

Scott 
Darrough 

Secretary: Richard 
Brasington Membership: Al Bourisaw Video 

Library: Ed Heist 

Past President: Steve Antonic Outings: Richard Bable Webmaster: Jake Voss 

  Ways & Means: Chris Friesen Group IO 
Moderator: 

Mike 
Swederska 

 

Stream Team 31 
 

 

Reminders: 
Monthly Member Meeting 
Before COVID, Ozark Fly Fishers typically met at 7:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month at the 
Greensfelder Recreation Center in Queeny Park, Ballwin, MO (Unless noted differently. See OFF Calendar at 
www.ozarkflyfishers.org) These days, our meetings are held on Zoom.  
 
Fly Tiers of the Long Table 
The Fly Tiers of the Long Table new tying schedule is tying on the second and the fourth Wednesday of the month at the same 
location, Shur-Way Auto Body in Maplewood, starting at 5:30 pm. Early arriving tiers are welcome. All tiers of all skill are welcome to 
join in on the fun. There is always more going on at the tying event than just tying. We talk about everything fly fishing. Feel free to 
join!  

OFF Student Membership 
Ozark Fly Fishers is proud to announce our new Student Membership Program. Students will be able to join 
OFF for a discounted rate of only $10 per year. Be sure to pass word along to any young anglers you believe 
would benefit from membership.  
 

Coordinator / Current 
River Scott Darrough 

Blue Springs Creek Glen Bish 

Mill Creek Bill Leslie 

http://www.ozarkflyfishers.org/
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Ozark Fly Fishers Objectives 
Founded 1971 

To promote fly-fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing  
and the method most consistent with the preservation and wise use of our game fish. 

 
To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts  

for environmental quality and pollution control. 
 

To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 
To demonstrate applied techniques in fly-fishing, tying, casting and related subjects 

 
Affiliate Club of Fly Fishers International. 

 
 
 
 

Please Support Our Corporate Sponsors 
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Ozark Fly Fishers 

PO Box 31473 
Saint Louis, MO 63131-0473 
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