
     
   
 

 

 

June Meeting - BBQ and 
Casting at Tilles Park, 5:30 
 

 
 
 
The June Meeting will be at Tillis Park,  June 23th. The location will be the Pavillion at the lake. Come by for an 
evening of BBQ and casting on the lake. BBQ (Brats and hotdogs) and drinks (soft drinks & water) provided by 
Ozark Fly Fishers! Casting instructors will be available to help refine your cast. 
 
 
 
 

Presidents Message   
By Malcolm Royse   
 

 
“ Fishing makes us less the hostage to the horrors of making a living.”   
  Jim Harrison 

 

 
This has been a trying time in the house I live in and I thank all of you for your kind words and 
prayers.  I can only say that hard times and death really help put things into perspective.  This is a fishing club.  It is a damn fine 
fishing club, but none the less, a fishing club.  The thing that keeps me so attached to Ozark Fly Fishers is the fact that so many 
great people are always there to help and to just be a light to others.  I have been receiving so much support, that all the other stuff 
just seems to be like water off a duck’s back.  I have begun to value even more the time I have and will have with fellow fly fishers.  
This is a great club, full of caring and sharing people.  If you are new to OFF, give it a little time and get involved where you can.  The 
rewards of being involved are many, and after talking to some of the real old timers, they just seem to grow every year.  We seem 
to have the same characteristics of a good wine, getting better with age.  
  
This month is our Tillies Park Casting and Eating Meeting, on June 23, from 5:30 till it is over.  Mike Swederska will be in control of 
the food, which means we will eat very well, but come early for the best chance for the good stuff.  Brian Ellis will have a full crew 
of certified casters there to help you work on any part of casting you need help with.  This is a great time to meet new people, so 
please try to come on down for a while. 
  
If you are sitting inside staying out of the heat, would you tie up some safety pin flys for our youth program?  We go through so 
many at one event, and any you tie will make a kid really smile.  This is not a beauty contest, but just a fun way to use up the odd 
stuff we all have collected over the years.  
 
I hope to see you on the steam soon, and thank you all you do. 
 
 

 

    June 2011 
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Casting – Tip of the Month 

 

By: Bill Armon   

 
 

Let’s talk about Loops! Loop formation should be the primary goal of all beginning casters. A good loop looks like a “U” turned on 
its side.  When a loop is about to finish unrolling it looks like a candy cane.  The smaller the distance between the top arm and the 
bottom arm of the loop the tighter we say the loop is. When PRACTICING we try to get loops as small as possible. 
The casting arc is the distance the rod travels through the casting stroke. (See last month’s Tip). The path the rod TIP travels 
through the casting arc is a major part of what forms loops. The stop is another main component of loop formation. 
The rod tip should travel a straight line. It should not be an oval. 
The stop comes after a smooth acceleration. How much acceleration depends on how much power is needed to make the cast. The 
stop regardless of the amount of acceleration needs to be sudden and powerful. This needs to be done with a firm wrist to prevent 
opening the loop. 
Come to this month’s meeting at Tilles and get help with loop formation.  Casting help is available before all of our regularly 
scheduled meetings weather and light permitting.  
 
 

 

Supporting Member Program 
 

The Board of Directors of Ozark Fly Fishers, Inc. has established a specific method to raise funds to be spent supporting 3
rd

 party 
groups and causes who are impacting the local and regional fly-fishing community.  The Board believes that many regular members 
will be willing to make this additional contribution because they have a strong desire to assure that OFF is able to continue to make 
donations and contributions to these 3rd party groups and causes. 
 
Those who contribute will be recognized regularly in the monthly newsletter for their support.  Those in the Silver and Golden Trout 
categories will receive a pin or other personal recognition each year.  At least 75% of the funds received will be allocated by the 
Board of Directors to endorsed or approved 3rd party groups or causes that impact the local and regional fly-fishing community that 
also support the mission and objectives of Ozark Fly Fishers, Inc. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SUPPORTING MEMBER PROGRAM 
OZARK FLY FISHERS, INC. 

P.O. BOX 440181 
ST. LOUIS, MO  63141-4181 

 
NAME:____________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTING                                                     SILVER TROUT                                                 GOLDEN TROUT 
  MEMBER                                                            SUPPORTER                                                       SUPPORTER 
  
Less than $50__________                          $50 or more_________                                   $100 or more________ 
 
 
(Make check payable to Ozark Fly Fishers, Inc.) 
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Outings 
By Mark Thalhammer 
 

Taneycomo Outing  9/15,  9/16,  9/17,  departing 9/18  Only three rooms left!! 
 
Please join us on our only four-day outing of the year -- you will have a chance to fish for a state-record trout and enjoy a BBQ lunch 
at the pavilion by the damn on Saturday, catered by the good folks at Lilleys’ Landing.  
 
We will once again stay at centrally located Lilleys’ Landing, 367 River Lane, Branson, MO, phone 1-888-Lilleys. If you need info on 
the area, Phil Lilley has a great forum full of information about Taney and all of the other fisheries in Southern Missouri and 
Northern Arkansas…… http://ozarkanglers.com/forums/ 
 
The following rooms are still available:  #10, 11, and 22 with nightly rates of $59-$119 plus tax.  The rooms sleep one to seven 
depending on choice.  A one hundred dollar deposit will hold your room with the balance due by August 1st. You can find out more 
about the room layouts at: http://lilleyslanding.com 
 
Please act quickly and get your deposit in the mail, include your email address and room preference.  Call or email us regarding 
availability and further details: Mark or Jo Thalhammer, 27 Morning Wind Ct., St. Charles, MO 63304, ph. 636-928-6242 email: 
mthammer@swbell.net 
 

Montauk in May 
by Jo Thalhammer 
 
Wait…does that say May and not August? Yep the members of OFF headed off to Montauk the weekend of May 20-22, 2011. 
 
The stream showed signs of recent high water with more debris than normal along the banks. Some near the dam and in other 
areas upstream toward the spring, we just had to be a little more careful when wading. The weather was super if you discount the 
Friday afternoon downpour that drove most of us off the water. I like fishing in the rain, but that was a bit much for me.  
 
The anglers I spoke with agreed that white was the best color for the weekend, using small scuds and jigs. I tended to have the ‘1 fly 
– 2 fish’ problem, once I had that second fish the rest said, “whoa ... not for me” and swam the other way.  
 
Our dinner Saturday evening in the Searcy Room was delicious as always. If anyone left hungry it was by their own choice. We had 
the room both Friday and Saturday evening for tying. We had a few tiers but many more just watching, getting advice and 
swapping fish stories. 
 
Not wanting to be out done, when success with their fly rods waned, Bill and Marlin opted to imitate the trout and take to the 
water …literally! When you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em – Hey guys, a little too early for swimming wasn’t it? A great time was had by 
all, but don’t we always have a great time enjoying nature’s wonders. If you missed out this year there is always next. Same 
weekend, same place, mark your calendars NOW!  
 
 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
The newsletter is published eleven times each year (no December issue) and can be found on the club’s website or is mailed to members who request a mailing. The 
Ozark Fly Fishers newsletter is published the 3nd Thursday of each month. Article deadline is the 2st Thursday of the month.     Newsletter articles can be 
submitted by sending to Bill Leslie at  w.leslie@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
One of OFF’s significant costs is printing and mailing this newsletter. If you are willing to accept it by  
email, more of Ozark Fly Fishers  monies can be spent on member programs. 
Just send your email to Dave Haas at ffftu@charter.net and let him know you want to switch. 

http://ozarkanglers.com/forums/
http://lilleyslanding.com/
mailto:mthammer@swbell.net
mailto:ffftu@charter.net
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Stream Team #31 
SEE WHAT’S GOING ON AT THE 

3rd Annual 
WATER QUALITY MONITORING AND BARBEQUE PICNIC 

July 9th, 2011 – 9:00 a.m. 
Montauk State Park at the New Pavillion 

 
How familiar are you with the work of your club’s Stream Team #31?  Regardless of your answer, you should find this outing to be as fun as it will 
be interesting. 
This outing has been designed to invite and involve anyone who might be interested in the program.  Whether you are merely curious about 
Stream Team or have advanced through the various levels of training, all are welcome.  It is not necessary to have had training in order to attend.  
For those who have, this will be the ultimate refresher.  Expert Stream Team staff from both the DNR and MDC will be on hand to help and to 
answer any questions you may have.  These folks are always eager to assist OFF members and are very friendly.  
After some morning social time, we will monitor macroinvertebrates.  This will be our primary focus.  Books pertaining to aquatic organisms (i.e. 
fish foods) are fine, but the education that you will receive first-hand from the sampling nets is invaluable--especially if you are a fly fisher.  Once 
the macro monitoring is complete we will break for the barbeque lunch.  Later in the day, for those who are interested, we will conclude the 
monitoring process by completing stream discharge, the visual survey, and water chemistry.  Note that any OFF members who do not want to 
monitor, but are there to fish or otherwise, are welcome to attend the picnic.   
Although this is only the third year for this event, it continues to improve each year.  This year several new things have been planned.  This year 
we were able to reserve the new picnic pavilion, complete with electric and convenient modern restrooms.  If the weather is hot, we will have box 
fans to help keep cool.  If all goes as planned, live macroinvertebrates will be on hand in the pavilion for study.  Another new feature will be both 
attendance prizes and a pay raffle.  Proceeds from the raffles will benefit OFF.  Some rather nice items have been donated for the raffles. 
Also something new and fun – all OFF members are asked to please tie and donate one new fly of your choice (preferably a signature fly if you 
have one).  You will be given a card to fill out listing your name and the name of the fly.  Your fly will be attached to this card.  All of these 
cards/flies will be placed on a board at the outing and this assortment of flies will be raffled – winner take all!  It will be interesting to see what 
members are tying.  Bring your fly to the June (Tilles Park) meeting and give it to Scott Darrough.  If you can’t make Tilles  but plan to attend the 
Montauk WQM outing, then bring your fly donation with you.  The fly board collection will be on display at the June meeting.  Please contribute 
regardless if you are coming to the WQM outing or not.  The success of this idea depends on member participation.  Your donation will be greatly 
appreciated.  
On Saturday evening, for those who wish to stay over, we will be making homemade ice cream and sherbet at the pavilion.  The pavilion has 
plenty of tables and has outlets for lights, so if you want to bring your tying stuff, bring it along to the pavilion to tie while you are there.   
Attend if you can.  It should be a good time.  We have the pavilion until 10 p.m. 
Steam Team t-shirts will be available to persons attending the monitoring.  Things to remember to bring:  waders, wading shoes (wet wading), 
sunscreen, hat, sunglasses.   
If you plan to attend, please contact one of the following people so we can determine the amount of food needed for the barbeque: 

 Scott Darrough – 314-560-1335 – swdarrough@yahoo.com 

 Mark and Mary Jo Thalhammer – 636-928-6242 – mthammer@swbell.net 

VWQM Level 2 Workshop Announcement 
 

2011 Level 2 

Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring 

Workshop Schedule 

  

Workshop Location Registration 

Deadline 

Date & Time 

of Workshop 
Jefferson City: 
Missouri Department of Conservation 
2901 W. Truman Blvd. 

Friday, July 1 
Saturday, July 16 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 

        

mailto:swdarrough@yahoo.com
mailto:mthammer@swbell.net
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Ways and Means Update.  
By Miles Barnett 

 
 
 
 
 
THE OZARK FLY FISHERS SPRING 2011 APPAREL PROGRAM 
 
 
 
The Ozark Fly Fishers is once again offering quality merchandise bearing the club’s logo beautifully embroidered on the fishing shirt 
of your choice – or in other words BYOS – Bring Your Own Shirt. You currently have six embroidery options: 
 

1. MAN - $8.00  3.  40th - $20  5.  Fly - $10 

               
2. FISH - $16.00  4. Simple 40th $10 6. Alternate 40th $24 

              
 

 
If you want your name or other info on the shirt, that is an additional $6.00 per line. 
 
Orders for shirts embroidered kick-off at the March meeting and will go through the end of 2011.  
 
Here is the current schedule for the apparel: 

 Payment is due with order – no exceptions.  
 Orders for apparel will be placed at a club meeting and turned in with your shirt.  
 Your apparel will be returned to you at the next club meeting.  
 No returns and no refunds. No exceptions.  

 
If you have any questions, please direct them to Miles Barnett, mtbarnet@ix.netcom.com, or 636-677-9992.  Please make checks 
payable to Ozark Fly Fishers (OFF). An order will not be counted until a check is received.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: Please bring the shirt you want embroidered to the meetings with your name clearly marked somewhere in the 
garment (best method is masking tape and a Sharpie) with any notes regarding where you would like the logo placed (left chest is 
standard placement) and exactly how you want your name to appear.  
 
ALSO: We are looking at putting together a special edition 40th Anniversary T-Shirt (utilizing the Dave Whitlock art)…details 
forthcoming at future meetings and in the newsletter. Stay tuned.  
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ORDER FORM for OZARK FLY FISHERS APPAREL 
 
Please make checks payable to OZARK FLY FISHERS (OFF) 

 

Name 
(Exactly as you want it 
on shirt, if you are 
ordering that) 

 
 

Address  
 

City, State, ZIP  
 

Phone Number  
 

E-Mail  
 

Check Number / or 
Cash $ - PD. 

 

 
You currently have six embroidery options: 

1. MAN - $8.00  3.  40th - $20  5.  Fly - $10 

               
2. FISH - $16.00  4. Simple 40th $10 6. Alternate 40th $24 

              
If you want your name or other info on the shirt, that is an additional $6.00 per line. 

 

Item Name / Description / Color Size Price Quantity TOTAL 

 
 

    

     

 
 

    

TOTAL $ 
   

$ 
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Project Healing Waters 
By Jim Wallace 
 

May 16 we took the Veterans to a farm pond outside of Breeze, Il, the bluegill did not stand a chance.  We are planning on a 
Westover outing in July. Mark your calenders for October 7-8-9 as the Troutbusters are sponsoring a Bust to benifit both the 
Lt Dan Fund and your Project Healing Waters program. If you are interested please contact Jim Wallace @ 314-452-9904 for 
more details. 
 

Database Report to Members 
By Dave Haas 
Membership Committee(Database & Directory) 
 

Last reported membership on 5-12-2011                        246 
New memberships since 5-12-2011                                       1 
Former member rejoining since 5-12-2011                          1 
Total memberships as of 6-10-2011                                   248 
 
A year ago                                                                              276 
 
Annual gain or (loss)                                                             (28)  (10.1%) 
 
 
The Ozark Fly Fishers welcome the following new members: 
 
 Keith Oliver 
 Union, MO 

 

Membership 
By Kevin Miquelon  
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE RECONVENING: 
  
The Membership Committee is reconvening and if you have an interest in serving, please contact Kevin Miquelon 
at kmiquelon@att.net or 314-753-3644. We will have a kick-off meeting in the near future. THIS IS YOUR BIG CHANCE TO 
VOLUNTEER! 
  
DONT MISS IT! Youth Outing to Dry Run Creek – Third Annual: 

  
Please see the attached flyer for details, but mark your calendar for Saturday, August 6th. Feather-Craft and Ozark Fly 
Fishers will be hosting a wonderful day just for the kids. If you are a parent, a grandparent, a great grandparent, an 
uncle, an aunt, or in any size, shape or form connected to a child under the age of 16, you should seriously consider 
taking them to this event. It is one of the most amazing places to fish for trout (rainbows, browns, brook, and 
cutthroats) on planet earth. 
  
If you would like to get involved in getting kids hooked for life, we are looking for helpers and any donations that might 
be available (primarily in the form of giveaways for the kids – flies, gear, and other things). Please contact Kevin 
Miquelon for more information at kmiquelon@att.net or 314-753-3644. I hope to see you there.  

mailto:kmiquelon@att.net
mailto:kmiquelon@att.net


Ozark Fly Fishers             June 2011                     Page 8  
 

 

 

                
 

AN EVENT YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS… 
3rd Annual  

PARENT / CHILD OUTING - SPECIAL YOUTH FISHING PROGRAM 
Saturday, August 6th, 2011 – ALL DAY 

  Mountain Home, Arkansas at the fabled waters of Dry Run Creek 
 
Feather-Craft and Ozark Fly Fishers will be hosting a wonderful day just for the kids. If you are a parent, a grandparent, 
a great grandparent, an uncle, an aunt, or in any size, shape or form connected to a child under the age of 16, you 
should seriously consider taking them to this event. It is one of the most amazing places to fish for trout (rainbows, 
browns, brook, and cutthroats) on planet earth. There are reported to be more than 10,000 trout per mile. The 
requirements: 1) Flies only 2) Barbless Hooks only 3) Catch and Release only 4) Must be under 16 or handicapped. We 
will have all of the gear, stream-helpers (guides), lunch provided, and lots of other fun and giveaways for the kids. This 
is an absolutely amazing experience for the youth and you will have memories for you and them that will last a lifetime.  
 
If you would like to sign up, please contact Kevin Miquelon to make a reservation at kmiquelon@att.net or 314-753-
3644. If you would like to get involved in getting kids hooked for life, we are looking for helpers also – everyone is 
welcome to join us! 
 
DETAILS:  

 Lodging reservations are made on your own. 

 Children (under 16) must be accompanied by an adult.  

 Suggest arriving on Friday, August 5
th

 – both camping and hotel options (see below). 

 You can fish on Friday on your own & you will want to fish on Sunday if you have time.  

 We will have the program all day on Saturday, August 6th, including lunch (provided).  
 
CAMPING: 

 There is a campground (The Dam – Quarry Campground) just below the dam that is right next to Dry Run Creek and the 
Hatchery – this is your best option to be close. It accommodates tents, pop-ups and RV’s and has some services including 
showers.  

 To reserve a campsite:http://www.recreation.gov and Search  “Camping / Arkansas / Dam – Quarry (AR), Norfork Lake, 
AR” 
* Our team will be on campsites 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13 and any sites in the park would work. I have a few sites available 
on a first come, first served basis. We have the covered pavilion reserved on Saturday for our meals and gathering.  

 
HOTELS: 

 If you wish to stay in a hotel room there are a number of options in Mountain Home, Arkansas (ZIP CODE if using Hotwire 
or Priceline is 72653) including: 
Holiday Inn Express, Ramada Inn, Hampton Inn, Days Inn, and many more… 
 

OTHER: Upon reserving your spot (by contacting Kevin Miquelon) you will receive directions and other instructions for the trip. 

mailto:kmiquelon@att.net
http://www.recreation.gov/
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Conservation 
By Wallis W. Warren 

I always wondered why somebody didn’t do something about that, then I realized I was somebody ~ Lily Tomlin 

 

America’s Top 10 Most Endangered Rivers – Ozark National Scenic Riverways 
 
On May 17, the Ozark National Scenic Riverway (ONSR) was listed as one of America’s Top 10 Endangered Rivers for 2011 by 
American Rivers. Clean water and recreation opportunities were listed at risk from the threat of ‘overuse and poor management’. 
More than a list, this is a call to action engaging concerned citizens in the efforts to protect public rivers through public support. 
 
Friends of Ozark Riverways (FOR) asked me to represent Ozark Fly Fishers at a press conference held at the Alpine Shop in Kirkwood 
to bring attention to the pressing issues facing the ONSR. The National Park Service was encouraged to give ONSR the same 
protections afforded other national parks in order to restore and preserve the area’s clean water and remote experience as was the 
intention of the park at the time it was established. 
 
Action: 
 
Tell the National Park Service to protect the Ozark National Scenic Riverways like other national parks. 
http://www.nps.gov/ozar/parkmgmt/general-management-plan-information.htmS 
Superintendent, Ozark National Scenic Riverways, P.O. Box 490, Van Buren, MO 63965 
For additional information about the status of ONSR please go to: 
http://www.americanrivers.org/our-work/protecting-rivers/endangered-rivers/endangered-ozark.html  
 
 
 

Invasive species alert: Didymo/’Rock Snot’ 
 
Preventing the spread of this invasive species is critical to the health of Missouri’s streams.   
 
Action:  
 
Take and practice the Clean Angling Pledge every time you fish and encourage others to take and practice the Pledge:  
 
Inspect: Examine your fishing gear, particularly any item that has been in contact   
              with water and a mild solution of bleach. 
Clean: Thoroughly clean your equipment (purchase rubber soled wading shoes –  
            not felt). 
Dry: Completely dry your equipment in the sun. 
 
 
 
Mill Creek Resolution – Signature Petition 
 
The following resolution was read to and unanimously passed by the Conservation Federation’s  Fisheries and Water Resource 
Committee presented February 26, 2011. 
 
With the intention of showing support for this resolution, a petition has been developed by OFF and will be circulated for 
signatures after the CFM’s board meeting this June 18. We will have copies available at this month’s meeting (casting clinic) to be 
held at Tilles Park.  

http://www.nps.gov/ozar/parkmgmt/general-management-plan-information.htmS
http://www.americanrivers.org/our-work/protecting-rivers/endangered-rivers/endangered-ozark.html
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                                                                                                                                              Continued on next page 
Mill Creek Resolution – Signature Petition (continued) 
 
We look for signatures not only from our members, but also from other anglers throughout the state. We realize that there are 
many fly fishers (as well as other anglers) that are not necessarily members of OFF, yet are supportive of dedicating specific areas 
catch & release ~ no keep. By gathering as many signatures as possible, we feel it will document support of this concept by anglers 
throughout the state. Literally, there are thousands of miles of fishable streams in Missouri, but no public streams hold the ‘Gold 
Stream’ standard outlined in this resolution. 
 
Action: 
 
Please read the resolution and if you are in favor of this designation, please contact me for copies of the petition. We ask that you 
also solicit the support of other anglers/individuals that you feel will sign the petition. 
 
Mill Creek Resolution: 
  
“Whereas Mill Creek is currently a MDC Blue Ribbon Stream with regulations of one trout per day 18 inches or over possession per day  
 
Whereas Mill Creek is a unique stream with wild self reproducing McCloud species of Rainbow trout,  
 
Whereas with the addition of the MDC Bohigian Conservation Area portion of Mill Creek there now a is a total of six miles of Mill Creek from 
Wilkens Spring to Mill Creek Picnic area that is completely  bound on both sides by State and Federal land  
 
Whereas to provide a natural balance to the stream and a unique opportunity to people of Missouri and out state visitors let it be resolved: 
  
Resolved:  
 
1.The upper six mile portion of Mill Creek be designated as CATCH AND RELEASE, SINGLE BARBLESS HOOKS & SINGLE BARBLESS LURES ONLY. 
 
2. This area be designated as a GOLD RIBBON STREAM. 
 
Furthermore:  
 
• Open to fishing year-round (no closed season) 
 
• Fishing hours – One hour before sunrise to one hour after sunset.  
 
• No trout may be killed or had in possession 
 
• Fishing may be done with artificial flies and streamers constructed of natural or synthetic materials, so long as all  
   flies are constructed in a normal fashion on a single barbless hook with components wound on or about the  
   hook, barbless lures may be used 
 
• The use or possession of any natural bait, fish bait, bait paste and similar substances, fish eggs (natural or        

    molded), or any other edible substance is prohibited 

• Taking baitfish or fish bait is prohibited.  

• Wading is permitted unless otherwise posted.  

• Catch and release limited to the first six miles of Mill Creek from Wilkins Spring to Mill Creek Picnic Area at the low water bridge Kaintuck Rd 
(Co Rd 717) 
 

 



Ozark Fly Fishers             June 2011                     Page 11  
 

 

STREAMSIDE 
By Tim Wade 

   
Why is it when fly fishing, the one fly the fish want to eat happens to be the ONE and ONLY one left in your fly box when either lose 
it, or it has become worn past its effectiveness and needs replaced? 
  
It doesn’t matter that there are similar looking flies that look just as tempting as the worn out or lost one. No. Huh-uh. The trout 
wanted only the One Fly, as if it is anointed in some holy way; the One, as George Carlin would intone, that had been exercising 
some of their\population just moments earlier. 
  
Believe it or not, most anglers would admit the above is Gospel and right on when pushed on the issue. Although there is no 
research on how often the One Fly event happens per outing, per angler, should there be a study done, you would not be surprised 
when final analysis says the One Fly prevails practically every time a fly fisherman gets on the water. 
  
Case in point, I bumped into a fly fisher in a public access area recently and asked how he had enjoyed the fishing. He said that 
fishing had been catching steadily until he lost the only fly the trout wanted. He went on to say, he had replaced it with an identical 
twin from his fly box, but the trout just weren’t interested. From there, he tried lots of flies and finally quit. Without that one 
particular fly, for whatever serendipitous reason, his day was over.  
  
This weekend, friends and I were on the Wind River to see how it was fishing. We thoroughly fished through two long stretches of 
water and landed one trout, maybe missing other hook sets, too, as we caught up with each other lunch and a good cigar. We were 
surprised at our lack of success and shared what we had used, how we had fished through the water, then unanimously agreed the 
flies we were using should have  caught trout, since they frequently had done so just days before.  
  
The One Fly was not to found in our fly boxes, it seemed, until mid-afternoon. A whistle from upriver and a bent rod meant one of 
us had found THE fly! The two of us that weren’t fast to a fish quickly changed flies yet again, since our partner was past our 
hearing range. Another whistle, another fish and his backing is headed out the rod tip and a big trout is flopping and rolling far 
down river! 
  
We reeled in quickly, hustling to take pictures of a fish that peeled line, but more importantly to see what was tied on the end of his 
leader after the fight ended. He’s grinning ear to ear because he has found the One, the Last Supper for trout right now. 
  
Afte taking the obligatory photos, the two of us quickly switched to the rig he was using and figured we were in the money now! He 
was one happy angler quite a bit longer that afternoon, as he continued to land fish while we continued to strike out.  
  
How the one fly theory works is a complete mystery - an enigma for sure. It does seem weird only one angler has all the 'luck' on 
days when the trout have eyes peeled for one fly for whatever reason.  
  
Then, after a cast and drift that was textbook perfect, his strike indicator dove under the water. At the feel of the steel in its mouth, 
the trout took off across the current and down the river with water spraying off the line. All of a sudden, the line parts and our 
friend begins to slowly wind the broken, slack line back onto his reel.  
  
The fish is gone. So is One Fly! No grin this time, just a sad countenance. “It was the only fly that was working", he said. He snapped 
his fingers. “Just like that! Fish gone, fly's gone, party's over. One fly! Would you believe it happens that way, all the time?” 
 

 
Affiliate Member                                          Federation of Fly Fishers  

                                                              Conserving ~ Restoring ~ Education Through Fly Fishing 
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Fly of the Month   
by Mike Ott, Fly tying Chairman 

 
Rubber-Leg Lightening Bug 
 
I found this little gem in a back issue of Midwest Flyfishing (December 2008). Fly tying 
contributor, Dennis Potter, has hit a home-run with this fly. It has everything – flash, a slim 
profile, lots of action, and peacock herl. The color can be varied by changing the thread color 
and leg color. I’ve never really been a fan of the lightening bug patterns because most were 
way too silver for me, but I really like this one. It really looks great wet – especially lodged in 
the corner of a rainbow’s jaw. 
Hook: TMC2487 size #12-18 
Thread:  8/0 black  
Bead: Tungsten Bead to match hook size 
Tail & Legs: Micro size Round SiliLegs Tan 
Abdomen: UTC Opal Tinsel Medium 
Thorax: Peacock Herl 
Wing Case: UTC Opal Tinsel medium or large depending on size 
 
Put bead on hook and secure in vise. Start behind bead and wrap back to about where the body will end and the 
thorax will begin. 
Tie in rubber-leg material and wrap down all the way to the bend of the hook – right above the barb. Keep the 
body as slim as possible. 
Tie in opal tinsel while wrapping the thread to the thorax – again keeping a slim profile.  
Wrap the tinsel body to the waiting thread at the thorax and tie off and trim excess. 
Tie in Opal tinsel for wingcase and then the peacock herl for the thorax. 
Wrap peacock and thread together to just behind the bead head. Tie off and trim the excess. 
Tie in one pair of legs on each side, pull the wing case material over the thorax and secure behind bead head. Whip 
finish and cement. 
Try it in tan, brown, olive, and even blue. I also like the barred Sili-Legs. Fish this fly deep as the top fly of a dropper 
rig in larger sizes as the dropper in smaller sizes. Also try moving this fly a little as it drifts just to give the legs 
something to do down there.        

 
 
 
 
 

OZARK FLY FISHERS OBJECTIVES 

FOUNDED 1971 
 

 To promote fly fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing and the method most consistent with 
the preservation and wise use of our game fish. 

 To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts for environmental quality and pollution control. 

 To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 

 To demonstrate applied techniques in fly fishing, tying, casting, and related subjects. 

 
Ozark Fly Fishers meet at 7:00 PM. on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Queeny Park Rec Center (unless 
noted differently - see Calendar).  

 
Officers:     Directors:                                                     Chairs: 
President – Malcolm Royse   Communications – Bill Leslie           Casting – Brian Ellis 
Vice President – Bob Zagar  Conservation – Wallis Warren                  Fly Tying – Mike Ott  
Secretary – Patti Hummert   Education – Pat Hummert                         Webmaster - Al Bourisaw 
Treasurer – Jim Morrison   Membership – Kevin Miquelon                 
Past President – Mike Swederska, Sr. Outings – Mark Thalhammer 
                     Ways and Means – Miles Barnett 

http://maps.live.com/default.aspx?wip=2&v=2&style=r&rtp=~&&msnurl=DirectionsFind.aspx?%26redirect%3dfalse&msnculture=en-US#JndoZXJlMT01NTArV2VpZG1hbitSZCUyYytCYWxsd2luJTJjK01PKzYzMDExJmJiPTM4LjYxNDgyMTcxODc5MzUlN2UtOTAuNDc4NjgyODc0NjE2MyU3ZTM4LjU5NTUwODEzMDg2MzMlN2UtOTAuNTExNjMxMjYyMTAwMg==
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Support Our Corporate Members! 
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Ozark Fly Fishers Calendar of Events 
 

June 23, 2011 Tillis Park BBQ 
 
July 6, 2011 Board Meeting - Powder Valley 7pm 
July 9, 2011 Montauk WQM Outing (contact Scott Darrough) 
July 16, 2011 Mill Creek WQM (contact Malcolm Royse) 
July 28, 2011 General Membership Meeting – Queeny Park Rec Center 7:00pm 
 
August 3, 2011 Board Meeting - Powder Valley 7pm 
August 25, 2011 General Membership Meeting – Queeny Park Rec Center 7:00pm 
 
September 7, 2011 Board Meeting - Powder Valley 7pm 
September 15 – 18, 2011 Taneycomo Outing Lilley’s Landing details tba (contact Mark Thalhammer) 
September 22, 2011 General Membership Meeting – Queeny Park Rec Center 7:00pm 
September 24, 2011 WQM Montauk & Mill Creek (contact Malcolm Royse or Scott Darrough) 
 
October 5, 2011 Board Meeting - Powder Valley 7pm 
October 14 -15, 2011 Eleven Point Outing Float/Fish details tba (contact Mark Thalhammer) 
October 15, 2011 OFF Trivia-Palooza Night contact Jim Morrison 
October 27, 2011 General Membership Meeting – Queeny Park Rec Center 7:00pm 
October 29, 2011 Chili Tie-In at Marlan’s details TBA 
 
November 2, 2011 Board Meeting - Powder Valley 7pm 
 
December 7, 2011 Board Meeting - Powder Valley 7pm 
December 8, 2011 General Membership Meeting – Queeny Park Rec Center 7:00pm 
 
February 10& 11, 2012 FYAO  C&R Outing Montauk (contact Mark Thalhammer) 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  


