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General Meeting 
Thursday, April 26th 2018 
Greensfelder Recreation Complex  
Queeny Park  
525 Weidman Road, Ballwin MO 63011 
Starting at 7:00 PM 
 

Capt. David Edens 

Spending his early years in the mountains of North Carolina, Capt. Dave has been fly fishing and tying flies 
for over 50 years.  When he began tying, he would “pluck” the family dog and cat for fur for streamers and 
rob his Mom’s sewing box for thread.   

His first fly caught fish was a wild rainbow trout, caught on a variant of a Mickey Finn he had tied with fur 
from the family pets.  He caught it from a stream near Brevard, NC to which he had ridden his bike.   
Ala Opey, in the “Andy Griffith Show.” 

Since those early years, Capt. Dave has fly fished for trout, Steelhead, Stripers, Salmon, False Albacore, 
Bonefish, Permit, Tarpon, Red Fish, Triple Tail, Sea Trout, Bream, Carp, Bass and anything else that would 
take a fly from Alaska to the Bahamas, from Vermont to California and many of the states in between. 

After being “downsized” during the Great Recession, he realized one of the few things he did well was fly 
fishing and teaching fly fishing.  He and his wife were married in St. Simons over 40 years before, and they 
have owned a condo there since 2000.   

After getting over the initial shock of being laid off, he told his wife he was spending the summer at the 
beach.  He hooked his HPX-V to his truck, and went to SSI.  His family followed that Fall, and the rest is 
history.    

He has been guiding there since late 2009.  He is an Orvis Endorsed Fly Fishing Guide. He is a Fly Fishers 
International Certified Casting Instructor and a member of the FFI Professional Guides Association.  He has 
been building custom fly, spinning and casting rods for over twenty years under Blue Ridge Rods and has 
been certified by the Rod Guild as a Professional Rod Builder. 

Capt. David Edens is the owner of Fly Cast Charters and Outfitters, LLC in St. Simons, GA.  The tag line of 
the charter service is “Hunting Fish in the Marshes of Glynn.” He specializes is sight fishing for red fish, and 
is available for fly and light tackle charters for all of the other species and around St. Simons Island, Sapelo 
Island, Sea Island, Cumberland Island and Jekyll Island, Ga. 



President’s Message 
As I write this, the rivers and lakes have are nearing full capacity which can make fishing a little more challenging. Tail waters are all 
running high and fast. This can limit wade fishing on a number of rivers. Best way to know how much water you will be dealing with 
is to use one of the apps available on your smart phone. The “Tailwaters” app is an easy to use and a fairly reliable site to see what is 
happening currently and the forecasted flows for the next day.  This app can be used on Bull Shoals, Norfork and Table Rock dams. 
You should take time out to learn how to use the app if you are going to fish the White, Norfork or Taney. 

The old system of calling the recorded message for the waters you want to fish just doesn’t work. 
   
It will only tell you how many generators are running and when they started. This can be misleading at best.  
You need to know how many cfs (cubic feet per second) the dam is flowing at. One generator equals about 3200 cfs, if they have it 
running wide open.  Trouble is, they very seldom run it at 100%. If you call, the recording may say two generators are on line, but in 
fact, it is running less than one unit, at 3000 cfs. This can save you a lot of aggravation and lost time. Forecast for the next day is usu-
ally posted by 5:00pm daily. Another good App is Dally’s Ozark Fly Fisher.  

Using the river cam sites is helpful also. The camera at Bennett Springs can tell you what is happening right now with both flow and 
weather conditions. You can find this by searching the Bennett Springs website and clicking on to the “live river cam”. 
Always consider keeping your phone with you while fishing. This can save your life or someone else’s. There are cases that are water 
tight and be used without removing the phone. They cost about $15.00 and can be worn around your neck. I can hear the scoffs about 
not wanting to be disturbed with phone calls while being outdoors and fishing. Get over it. 

If you want to know more about tailwater flows, let me know.  Get out and fish, I have a feeling, spring will last for about a week and 
then we will have 90 degree days and looking for cooler weather. 

Steve  

Casting Tip April 2018      
By:  Bill Armon 

FFI Five Essentials / Principles (for casting) 

1) There is a pause at the end of each stroke, which varies in duration with the amount of line beyond the rod tip. 

2) Slack line should be kept to a minimum. 

3) The rod tip must follow a straight line path. 

4) Casting stroke is increased with the length of the line being cast. 

5) Power must be applied in the proper amount and in the proper place during the stroke. 

Which of these principles is most important? 

1) If there is no pause what will happen? 

2) If slack is introduced into the line what will happen? 

3) If the rod TIP dips what happens? If the rod tip gets too high? 

4) What happens to the line if the length of the cast increases and the stroke stays the same? 

5) If too much power is applied what happens? If too little power is applied what happens? If the power is applied too soon what 
happens and lastly, if the power is applied too late what happens? 

Upcoming General Meetings 
April 26 - Capt. David Edens - redfish and tarpon 
May 24 - Al Bourisaw - Flies for Missouri Fishing 
June 28 - Annual BBQ and casting at Tilles Park 
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Ways & Means 
Fly Rod Raffle 

Attention OFF members.  Looking to expand your fly rod selection; we have a fly rod for you.  We are raffling an 
Orvis Trident TL 8’-6” 7 pc.  5wt. “Yes a 7pc.” with a cloth bag and a metal tube. This packable fly rod is 16 ½ 
inches in length.   This is a beautiful rod that was donated by an OFF member.  Raffle tickets will be sold at our 
April 26th & May 24th meetings.  Tickets are $5.00 ea. and there is no limit on ticket purchases.  The drawing for one 
winning ticket will be held at the close of our May 24th meeting. 

If you have any questions, please contact me.   

Jerry Kniepman 

Outings 
The next outing will be the Montauk Spring Outing on Friday, May 18 through Sunday, May 20, 2018. 
We have reserved 10 motel units, the Searcy Building for meals, hospitality, and fly tying. The rooms  
are MO9 through MO18. Cost for 2 people, 2 nights, and the Saturday Night BBQ dinner is $220.00. 

Please contact me for your room reservations and a food item for the Friday Night Favorite Stew/Soup 
Recipes Potluck and Saturday lunch. Breakfast is on your own. Food items needed are 4-5 Stews/Soups, appetizers, sal-
ads, and desserts. Saturday night’s BBQ dinner is catered by Olig’s BBQ with beef 
brisket, pulled pork, potato cheese casserole, slaw, green beans, rolls and condiments. Club will furnish 
coffee, ice tea, soda, and water. Those not rooming with us you are welcome to participate in the pot dinner/lunch with 
donation and/or the BBQ dinner for $15.00 per person. 

Send your check made out to Ozark Fly Fishers and mail to me: 
Edward Olander 
5886 Chrisbrook Dr, St Louis,MO 63128  Phone: Home 314-4871663 Mobile: 314-566-1422 

Remaining Outings Schedule for 2018: 
May 18, 19, 20; Montauk Spring Outing 
July 13, 14, 15; Montauk Water Quality Monitoring Outing 
September 13, 14,15, 16; Taneycomo Late Summer Outing 
October 19, 20 ,21; Eleven Point Fall Outing 
November 8, 9, 10, 11; Bennett Springs CNR Outing 

 
Tying with the Renegade

Another Use For The Pill-Box 

Purchase a seven-compartment or fourteen-compartment plastic pill box at a local pharmacy and using a 
sharp ¼” drill, bore a hole in the top flap of each compartment.  This should be done by hand rather than 
with an electric drill so as not to crack or tear the plastic flaps.  After filling the individual compartments 
with dubbing, use a pair of tweezers to pull it up through the small hole to get it started.  Then, each time you 
take a pinch of dubbing, more will automatically pull itself up through the hole.  Mark the front of each 
compartment with the color or blend. 
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Patagonia Argentina Revisited   by Dr. George Bohigian

Preface
I confess I am a “list person.” I make lists on 3 x 5 cards of those things I want to do or remember - in pencil. I 
do have an iPhone but don’t use it as a memo reminder.
I also use a small pocket calendar. Years ago everything went down and lost my data. I learned my lesson. 
Barnes Hospital uses Verizon for their wireless telephone service and I have AT&T. I cannot use the telephone 
in the hospital to get the transmission. I have I have to go to the window or go out on the Euclid Ave.                                        
Years ago I made a list of places I wanted to fish. Number one was Patagonia, Argentina. I went and had a blast 
I promised myself if I live long enough I would repeat those things I enjoyed most.

Second Time Around
So this year I went again, this time with six others including Tommy Hargrove, who had made arrangements 
with the outfitter Willy Ricigliano from Bariloche, Argentina for a six-day drift boat trip on the Limay River. In 
addition to Tommy and me, the fishermen included local restaurateur John Barr, Bob Glick, Cardiologist Philip 
Apprill, Emergency Physician Al Nakanishi, and Richard Joern. We departed St. Louis Lambert  Airport on 
February 1st to Miami, then on to Buenos Aires Argentina, where we stayed overnight at one of the most luxu-
rious hotels I have ever stayed called Alvear Palace Hotel. We dined at a typical Argentine steak house, and en-
joyed rib eye steaks with Argentine red Malbec wines.
  
We slept well, and the next morning went to the airport to fly to Bariloche, 
the center of Patagonia. We were picked up in two vans by the outfitter, 
Willy Ricigliano and after a two-hour drive, arrived at the lodge. The next 
morning, we enjoyed a great breakfast, and headed to the river. We were 
outfitted by four drift boats, each of which held two fly fishermen and one 
guide, who expertly rowed the boat. 
We camped out near the river banks, and slept on cots in tents. Tempera-
tures were in the 80-90 F during the day, and 50s at night. It was summer-
time in the southern latitudes.

Each day started with, delicious breakfasts with fresh coffee, orange juice, 
eggs, bacon and toast. We paired up with the guides but everyday switched 
around the pairs and guides. 
The rivers were sparkling and clear.  We used 6-8 weight rods with sinking 
lines, stripping Tommy’s Highway Safety Leeches. We also dry fly fished with 
Chernobyl Ants and Stimulators. Most of the Rainbow and Brown Trout were 
18-20 inches, with each angler netting an average of 5-10 very strong fish per 
day.  Dr. Phillip Apprill caught the largest fish of the trip with a 33-inch Brown.

Shore lunches were a highlight of the float, consisting of prosciutto ham, toma-
toes, fresh salads and more Malbec wine.
Each day closed with magnificent dinners of roasted lamb, chicken, or steaks, 
with all the fresh fruits and vegetables, and unlimited Malbec red wine from 
Argentina.
Two astonishing impressions – first, for six days of floating we did not see an-
other drift boat. Second, everyone got along without any personality difficulties.

This trip was as good as the first trip ten years ago – so you can have two “trips of a lifetime”. 
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Communications   

Ozark Newsletter 
Want to become more involved, have a knack for writing and would like to share information, tips or likewise subjects on fly fishing 
with the rest of the club.  Another benefit of membership is our monthly newsletter.  Newsletter articles are due for consideration on 
the 1st Thursday of each month.  As space in the newsletter fills up fast.  Please limit your proof read articles to 500 words or less in 
10 pt Times New Roman.   
If interested please contact John Tymony at Cell: (314)303-3012 or submit your article for consideration to:  
ozarknewsletter@gmail.com 
  

Yahoo Group 
One of the benefits of being a member of the Ozark Fly Fishers is the Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo group. The Yahoo Group is a direct 
line of communication with all who choose to join.  Like any other club function, the more members participating the better.  
The OFF Yahoo group is reserved for Current Members Only to keep spam and other issues that go hand and hand with the internet 
under control.  TheYahoo group is a great avenue to receive or post fishing reports, big and little fish pictures or thoughts and ideas on 
club functions as well as to seek advice from a vast wealth of knowledge on just about anything fly fishing.   
To become an Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo member is easy.   

If you are interested in joining the group, please contact   Mike Swederska   Cell: (314)-799-1998   Office:  (314)-645-5440.  Email 
shur-way@sbcglobal.net 

 

A Call for Photos 
Here is an opportunity to share with the group and others, pictures of the big one you put back and to 
capture that moment of time in the Ozark Fly Fishing Archives.  Please, send any photos/videos you’d like to share to 
OFFinstagram@gmail.com. In your email, please list the date, location, fly, and fish species, or any other information you wish to 
share (e.g., rod type, guide’s name, tippet size, etc.). I hope to see a lot of your pictures and videos!  

-Jake Voss 

O.F.F on the Web   
by Mark Thalhammer 

Use the following to access the Ozark Fly Fishers website from your phone. 
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Board of Directors 

Ozark Fly Fishers Objectives 
Founded 1971 

To promote fly fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing and the method most consistent with the         
preservation and wise use of our game fish. 

To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts for environmental quality a 
nd pollution    control.To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 

To demonstrate applied techniques in fly fishing, tying, casting and related subjects 
Ozark Fly Fishers meet at 7:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Queeny Park Rec Center  

(Unless noted differently – see Calendar) 

Officers Directors Chairman

President: Steve Antonic Communications: John L Tymony Casting: Brian Ellis

Vice President: Bill Armon Conservation: Scott Darrough Fly Tying: Mike Ott

Treasurer: David Crawford Education: Jim Gera Stream Team 
Coordinator:

Scott Darrough

Secretary: Dan Elhmann Membership: Al Bourisaw

Past President: Marlan Graham Outings: Ed Olander

Ways & Means: Jerry Kneipman

Stream Team 31

Coordinator / Current River Scott Darrough

Blue Springs Creek Glen Bish

Mill Creek Bill Leslie
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Please support our corporate sponsors 
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