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September General Meeting 
Thursday September 24th 
Queeny Park 
Greensfelder Recreation Complex 550 Weidman Rd 
Ballwin, MO 63011 7:00 PM 

 

The speaker for the September 24th meeting will be Malcolm Royse. He will share his recent experiences 
pursuing king salmon and other fish on a trip this summer to Alaska. Please join us as we learn about this 
great fishery from on of our own members. 

Bill Todd 

President’s Message 
“One of the best things about fishing is going back to a familiar place. Then the woods welcome a man. It is not like being alone on a 
strange river.”  

Gordon Macquarrie 

I have had a very busy summer and had the pleasure of seeing Ozark Fly Fishers come together and stand united. The By- Laws 
changes were voted down 56 to 9. I was amazed at the act of pulling together of the members to vote as a group, with one voice. I 
have worked with the current by-laws all my days on the board and will continue to work for the good of the club, “A Great Fishing 
Club”, for the rest of my term as president. 

We will be filling several positions on the Ozark Fly Fishers Board, for 2016. At this time there are 3 directors positions open for nom-
inations. Bob Zagar will be the in charge of the Nomination Committee, and will be taking the names of those who can and will serve 
the club. I hope that you all now understand that one of the important needs of the club is leadership. We have now read and heard all 
the talk about the board, now is the time to shut up and put up. The members need to step up and get involved.  I know, we are all 
busy, but your club will need leadership into the future.  

The fall is a busy time for everyone, but the Ozark Fly Fishers will attend several all day programs to support fly fishing. Please help 
by staffing an event or two. This is really a great chance to talk to people about fly fishing. 

The Ozark Fly Fishers will be teaming up with Missouri Department of Conservation, to provide educational programs for the public, 
at August A Busch C.A. These programs begin in November 2015, and run through March 2016. The classes are free to the public, and 
all the cost of the programs will be paid by MDC.  

At the September Meeting, I will be talking about my Alaska fishing trip. The whole trip was epic, and beautiful.  

See you on the river, waving a stick. 

Malcolm Royse 



Casting Tip September 2015 
By Bill Armon  CCI 

This month the 5 essentials as “presented” by the International Fly Fishing Federation.  The following principles / essentials were orig-
inated with Bill and Jay Gammel.   

1) There is a pause at the end of the stroke, which varies in duration with the amount of line beyond the rod tip. 

2) Slack line should be kept to a minimum. 

3) The rod tip must follow a Straight Line Path (SLP). 

4) The casting stroke is increased with the length of line being cast. 

5) Power must be applied in the proper amount and in the proper place during the stroke. 

Notes I would add onto the above: 

1) The longer the cast the longer the pause will tend to be, but there MUST be a pause with every stroke. 

2) When the line is slack the rod tends not have any pressure on it. If the rod is not bent it cannot power a cast. 

3) SLP is important in both the vertical and horizontal plane. This is the most energy efficient movement of the rod tip. There is 
a slight variance from SLP at the end of the stroke. (Which we do not like to talk about) 

4) The longer the cast the greater the stroke length.  

5) Power is in the stop, not the start, of both the fore and back cast. The acceleration  must be smooth. The acceleration and final 
speed, before the stop, is increased proportionally to the amount of line being cast. 

Membership Report September 2015  

New Members: 

Tom Reed 
thomasjreed@yahoo.com  
St. Louis, MO 63143-4212 

  
Mark A. Harris 
Membership Committee 
(Database & Directory) 

Membership total Beginning 08-01-2015 230

New Membership since 08-01-2015 1

Former Member rejoining 08-01-2015 0

Late Renwals Since 08-01-2015 0

Total Membership as of 08-31-2015 231
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New Missouri University Science & Technology Research Station 
Established Adjacent to Mill Creek
 
George Bohigian M.D. 

The  new Missouri University Science & Technology (Rolla) biological research station has been established adjacent to the Bohigian 
Conservation Area and Mill Creek in Phelps County. This faculty will become a "'living laboratory" combining life science research, 
education and conservation. 

Please access this link for the full article and video for the complete story. http://discover.mst.edu/2015/08/04/learning-outside-the-
classroom-box/ 

Some portions of the following paragraph were extracted, with permission, from a recent MU S&T newsletter 

The surrounding  land once farmed by some of the area’s earliest settlers is now being explored by Missouri University S&T students, 
who are themselves pioneers of sorts. Students who enrolled in  Field Ecology, Cave Biology or Vegetation of the Ozark's courses 
over the summer were among the first to spend more time in this outdoor laboratory rather than inside a classroom. They studied three 
spring-fed ponds, a wetland fen, a nearby Mill Creek and countless flora and fauna.   

Missouri S&T officials plan to convert the area into a field station that will be used by students in many disciplines – from biological 
sciences and environmental engineering to history or English. “This field station idea goes hand in hand with the S&T concept of tak-
ing learning out of the classrooms and out of the labs and into the real world,” says Stephen Roberts, vice provost and dean for 
the College of Arts, Sciences, and Business. 

The area was originally settled by the Yelton family in the 1860s, says George M. Bohigian, an ophthalmologist from St. Louis who 
purchased hundreds of acres of the watershed property and made it available to Missouri Department of Conservation. A master plan 
was developed 8 years ago by the Mill Creek Alliance. Copies on request.The Yelton family log cabin, built in 1868, still stands on the 
property, original timber and chinking intact. Connected to the cabin is an addition built in the 1950s. Dean Roberts hopes to turn the 
addition into classroom and lab space for the field station. But that is only the beginning. Dean Roberts  envisions overnight accom-
modations for classrooms and field trips – even summer camps – to be a part of the field station.Today, the site is the habitat of 
beavers, otters, muskrats and numerous species of freshwater fish in the ponds and Mill Creek. Wild McCloud rainbow trout are plen-
tiful in Mill Creek, while an endangered insect – the Hine’s emerald dragonfly – inhabits the nearby Kaintuck Fen, 

Dev Niyogi  an associate professor of biological sciences who teaches the Field Ecology course states "some aquatic species of con-
cern– including the plains topminnow and the least darter – live within the proposed field station site"  Niyogi also  reports  "the plains 
topminnow is in the ponds and probably the wetlands as well, and in some parts of Mill Creek.  The least darter is in some ponds 
nearby in the watershed - this is a great learning opportunity,.. There are some subjects you just can’t learn in a lab, and field ecology 
is one of them. 

”Missouri S&T students enrolled in the summer Field Ecology course return to                                                                                         
                           the field station at the Bohigian Conservation Area after conducting experiments in Mill Creek. 

Ozark Fly Fishers, Inc       September 2015                                Page   3

http://discover.mst.edu/2015/08/04/learning-outside-the-classroom-box
http://casb.mst.edu/
http://www.fws.gov/Midwest/endangered/insects/hed/index.html
http://biosci.mst.edu/
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AFCQC02450


Fly of the Month – September 2015 
By Mike Ott 

Jigged Red-Butt Nymph 

I do a lot of Googling and YouTube searching fly patterns especially when I get ready for a trip somewhere new. While planning our 
trip west, we were looking for ways to break up our 18 hour drive. After a suggestion by one of our members (thanks Dan), we made a 
stop-over to fish a day with Dakota Anglers in the Black Hills of South Dakota. They fish a lot of jigged nymph flies to keep their 
clients out of the stream bed rocks. This is one of their patterns that has been very productive for them. It is kind of a hot-spot pattern, 
but with more subtle colors.  

Hook: Umpqua Competition Jig Hook #12 - 16 
Bead: Gold or Copper Slotted Tungsten 
Thread: Brown 8/0 
Tail: Coq De Leon fibers 
Rib: Small Copper Wire 
Hot Spot: Red SLF Dubbing 
Body: Hare's Ear Dubbing 
Thorax: Black Squirrel Dubbing 

Place bead on hook and secure in vise. Start thread behind 
bead and advance to hook bend.  
Tie in a tail of 6-8 Coq De Leon fibers about as long as the 
body.  
Tie in copper wire ribbing.  
Dub about 1/4 of the hook shank with the red SLF.  
Dub about 1/2 of the hook shank with the hare's ear dubbing.  
Rib the hot spot and body with the copper wire, tie off and trim the excess.  
Dub the remaining thorax area with the black squirrel dubbing.  
Whip-finish behind the bead. Brush out the thorax to make it full and leggy.  

We fished these under an indicator both with and without a dropper. If you like to watch videos, check out www.flyfishsd.com. They 
have quite a few other videos out there as well. They also have a great shop in downtown Rapid City, South Dakota and some real top-
notch guides fishing the relatively undiscovered streams of the Black Hills.  

Ways and Means 
Embroidered Apparel

If anyone would like any hats or shirts embroidered with the Ozark Fly Fishers’s logo, please bring your items to the meetings. I also 
have catalogs so you can pick out apparel and have the logos put on them. 

Thank you, 

Brad Kohlbrecher 

Save the date 
The annual meeting and fundraiser for Ozark Flyfishers will be held on January 23, 2016 at Sunset Hills Country Club. Please save the 
date and enjoy an evening with your fellow members. 

Bill Todd 
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Education 

1.  Successful Fly Fishing Strategies – Gary LaFontaine & Dick Sharon – Gary and Dick are both funny and informative in this script-
ed outing.  Lots of good information on nymphing in fast water. -- #208 
  
2.  Skip Morris – The Art of Tying the Nymph – Skip ties classic patterns like the Gold-Ribbed Hare’s Ear and Pheasant Tail the old 
fashioned way and also demonstrates material and technique substitutions to change the way the flies look and perform -- #55 
  
3.  Shane Stalcup – Tying Midges -- Creative patterns for midges including larvae, emerging pupae, and adults. -- #184 
  

Ed Heist 

Outings 
!  
Second call for the November 13-14-15 opening of the winter catch and release season at Bennett Springs.  

Many have already made their reservations, with requests for particular room locations or neighbors. As rooms get booked, it gets 
more difficult to juggle these requests, so your best bet is to reserve early.   

Basically this is LAST CALL, as the next newsletter doesn’t come out until late October, the reservations may already be turned in by 
then. Since this is my first year doing this, it’s best to give me all the time you can. We still have all classes of rooms available, but 
will go fast. Let me know if you’re a single and don’t mind sharing a room, we will try to work it out and you can save a little money. 
See the August newsletter or the club website for details on the packages available.  

If you haven’t attended this event before, give it some thought this year, especially if you’ve enjoyed the other club outings as this is 
our biggest one. After the buffet on Sat. the conference room will be available, as in the past, for those who want to get together and 
tie flies and bench race. This is a great opportunity for those new to fly fishing or to our parks to pick up some tips from old timers. 
(we have plenty of those) The Gravel Bar will be open for pub type meals and for breakfast. Go to “SandSpring resort.com” website, 
click on the “restaurant” link for the menu and prices. Malcolm Royse is planning a Thursday night Pot Luck. Please indicate if you 
are interested on the reservation form. 

Mark your calendar and get out your checkbook, winter catch and release is coming quicker than you think. 

We are again inclosing a Reservation Request with this newsletter, or print one from the website. Any questions, call Steve Antonic @ 
314-401-8874 

Looking forward to a great weekend. -  Steve 
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IMPORTANT: THE CLUB IS CHARGED THE SAME AMOUNT WHETHER THERE ARE 1 OR 2 OCCUPANTS IN THE 
DOUBLE BED ROOMS. IF YOUR BUDDY CANCELS, YOU WILL BE CHARGED THE LISTED FULL PRICE, MINUS 
COST OF 1 DINNER THE 2 OF YOU WILL HAVE TO DECIDE HOW TO APPORTION THE COST. 
Packages. All packages include the buffet dinner, 
Singles Package. One bed, one person 
 Saturday, Nov.14  ………………………………………………………………$66.00 
 Friday & Saturday, Nov 13-14………………………………………………….$112.00 
 Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Nov. ………………………………………………$159.00 
Couples Package. One double bed, two people 
 Saturday,Nov. 14.   (per couple)……………………………………………………………………….$96.50 
 Friday/SaturdayNov.13-14 (per couple)………………………………………………………..…….$155.00     

 Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Nov. 13-14-15 (per couple)……………………………………………..$213.00 

Deluxe Couples Package. Two double beds, two people - 
 Saturday, Nov 14 (per couple)……………………………………………………..$101.75          

 Friday and Saturday, Nov 13-14 (per couple)……………………………………..$165.50  

 Thursday, Friday, Saturday Nov.12-13-14 (per couple) …………………………..$229.25 

Housekeeping Package. Two double beds, two people, kitchen 

 Friday, Saturday, Nov 13-14 (per couple)………………………………………………………………$180.50  

 Thursday, Friday, Saturday Nov. 12-13-14 (per couple)………………………………………………..$251.50 

Triple Package. Three double beds, Three people 

 Friday, Saturday, Nov. 13-14 ………………………………………………………$234.00  

 Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Nov.12-13-14................................................................$324.00 

Third Person Package. Two double beds/3d twin, Three people 

 Friday, Saturday, Nov.  ………………………………………………………………………………….$207.00         

 Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Nov 13-14-15………………………………………………………………$280.00 

Buffet Dinner only (no lodging)............................................................................... $18.00 

ADDITIONAL PERSONS AND PETS EXTRA Pets: $15/night          Rollaway Bed $10/night 
Cancellations. If you cancel before Oct. 30, you will receive are fund thereafter refunds will be made only if we can sell your room. 
Buffet Dinner. AT OLLIES RESTAURANT 12940 HWY 64 7 PM. It will be a traditional Ozark buffet. . First in line?–Please leave a 
few ribs for those at the end. Consider CARPOOLING as parking could be a problem with our Crowd plus regular clients. Also a 
DESIGNATED DRIVER if needed 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Mail this form with your check payable to Ozark Fly Fishers to Steve Antonic  5612 Greenton Way, St. Louis, MO 63128.        
Accommodations will be booked only when received with a check for the full amount of the package selected. I will confirm receipt 
of your check by phone, e-mail or postcard. Call me if you don't get confirmation of your check in a reasonable time.  
Call 314-401-8874 for special needs, questions, etc. 
24th ANNUAL CATCH AND RELEASE OPENING WEEKEND AT BENNETT SPRING NOV 13-14-15 
Name________________________________ Phone:Day___________________ Night_________________________ 
Address____________________________________City/Zip______________________________________________  
Package________________________________ Amount inclosed___________________________________________ 
Accommodations to be shared with___________________________________________________________________ 
E mail_PLEASE__________________________________________________________________________________ 
________Check Here if you WILL PARTAKE/DONATE TO POT LUCK ON Thursday 

Ozark Fly Fishers, Inc       September 2015                                Page   6



Mill Creek 
By Jim Marstiller 

Mill Creek: Things are progressing well on multiple fronts. The Mill Creek Watershed Coalition board has finished its “recreation 
plan”. This will be incorporated into the official Conservation Action Plan facilitated by Steve Herrington and The Nature Conservan-
cy. This represents a “first” in that recreation – i.e. its impact on the environment and also the wants and needs of people who use the 
resource, like fishermen – will be baked into the plan. On the project front, the engineering work is now complete on the Elm Springs 
and Engineered Logjam projects and the matched funds are in place. The Forest Service and The Nature Conservancy are in the 
process of lining up matching grant(s). The Executive Committee voted to have Jim Marstiller lead the organization for another term. 
Our attorney Kent Robinson will serve as secretary. 
 

  
Project Healing Waters: We are very excited to announce Healing Saturday this fall. This marks the planned expansion of the “City 
Slicker Troutbust” at Feather-Craft in 2013 and 2014 that raised over $2500 on a Saturday afternoon in November for the second time. 
The Kansas City chapter raised almost $4000. The same basic event will now expand to 25 chapters/fly shops in 2015 and over 100 in 
2016. We are working hand in glove with national to make this happen. We are also excited to announce that Coach Mike Krzyzewski 
(aka Coach K of the defending National Champion Duke Blue Devil B Ball team) has agreed to be our spokesman and provide Public 
Service Announcements (PSAs). More coming… 
  

On a Personal Note: I caught a nice fish last month. I’ll preface this by saying that everyone should be so fortunate as to have a good 
friend with local knowledge of eastern Oregon streams. I had never even heard of the river he dragged me to in the middle of the night 
(OK early morning) – the Owyhee. It was zero-dark thirty when we arrived but in 
the moonlight you could see the rises - big ones. As soon as it was light enough to 
tie on a gnat we were on our way down the bank. At this point in the story I must 
let you know that my friend - 6’7” Big Dan Briley - caught his first steelhead at 
age 10, has been tying flies for 30 years and makes me look like I have only a 
very casual interest in the sport. Dan is also one of those that ties on location if 
need be and has markers inside his vest just in case the stone fly’s belly in the 
afternoon is “a little more orange than the ones I saw this morning.” I knew I was 
in good hands. About an hour or so later – and a few 16” fish on gnats were 
brought to hand - I was feeling pretty good (even though Dan – as usual – was 
out-catching me 2 to 1). I then noticed a rise right next to shore and behind a 
boulder. Why not check it out? Then I saw this nice big head come slowly out of 
the water and gently sip something off the surface. I’d seen some tricos and fig-
ured I’d tie on a #22. I got about 25 feet right behind the rise and tossed a little 
curve cast about two feet in front of his nose. Note: I was thinking at the time, I 
bet I couldn’t do that again if I took twenty more casts!. Up came the head, down 
it went again and I raised to a tight line! You all know the feeling. The fishing 
gods were with me and I managed to not botch up the net job. Big Dan strode up 
and took a quick picture. An honest 21 ½ inches. Not bad. I should have known 
that the #22 was a good guess as there was another lodged in its jaw! Come on 
folks let’s all start going barbless! 
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Yahoo Group 
One of the benefits of being a member of the Ozark Fly Fishers is the Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo group. The Yahoo Group is a direct 
line of communication with all who choose to join.  Like any other club function, the more members participating the better.  
The OFF Yahoo group is reserved for Members Only to keep spam and other issues that go hand and hand with the internet under                
control.  TheYahoo group is a great avenue to receive or post fishing reports, big and little fish pictures or thoughts and ideas on club 
functions as well as to seek advice from a vast wealth of knowledge on just about anything fly fishing.   
To become an Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo member is easy.  If you are interested in joining the group, please contact   Mike Swederska   
Cell: (314)-799-1998   Office:  (314)-645-5440.  Email shur-way@sbcglobal.net 

Board of Directors 

Ozark Fly Fishers Objectives 
Founded 1971 

To promote fly fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing and the method most consistent with the         
preservation and wise use of our game fish. 

To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts for environmental quality and pollution    control. 
To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 

To demonstrate applied techniques in fly fishing, tying, casting and related subjects 
Ozark Fly Fishers meet at 7:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Queeny Park Rec Center  

(Unless noted differently – see Calendar) 
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Officers Directors Chairman

President: Malcolm Royse Communications: John L Tymony Casting: Brian Ellis

Vice President: Bill Todd Conservation: Wallis Warren Fly Tying: Mike Ott

Treasurer: Mark Harris Education: Jim Gera Stream Team Coordinator: Scott Darrough

Secretary: Dan Elhmann Membership: Paul Frank

Past President: Bill Leslie Outings: Malcolm Royse

Ways & Means: Brad Kohlbrecher

Stream Team 31

Coordinator / Current River Scott Darrough

Blue Springs Creek Glen Bish

Mill Creek Bill Leslie
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Please support our corporate sponsors 
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