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July General Meeting 
Thursday July 23rd 
Queeny Park 
Greensfelder Recreation Complex 550 Weidman Rd 
Ballwin, MO 63011 7:00 PM 

 

 

The July program will consist of three speakers. Patti Hummert will tell us about Reeling and Healing.  Larry Carli will be next and 
explain Reel Recovery. Both are designed to help cancer survivors learn to fly fish and assist them in dealing with cancer. Reeling and 
Healing is for women and Reel Recovery is for men.  

The third speaker will be Mike Swederska and he will be presenting a program about the Federation of Fly Fishers.   

Hope to see you there. 

Bill Todd 



President’s Message 
 
 Malcolm Royce 

“There is no use in walking five miles to fish when you can depend on being just as unsuccessful near 
home.”  - Mark Twain 

I am packing to go down to Montauk, Stream Team # 31, WQM (Water Quality Monitoring).  There are 2 
topics I would like to share with you all.  

The first is the bylaw changes. We will be sending out the proposed bylaws, to all members, July 20, 2015. 
At the July meeting, the proposed changes will be handed out. The discussion of the bylaws and vote is 
scheduled, August 27, 2015, at the members meeting. Please forward comments on the bylaw changes to 
Mark Harris. 
The changes in the bylaws will change the board from 11 to 6 members, and these are all volunteers. There 
would be 4 officers - President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 2 Directors. The Directors will over see the Chairs of Educa-
tion and Outings, and the Chairs of Member Services.  
The last election we needed 7 people, we got 6, and Outings has no Director at this time.  I believe the Board needs to be smaller, well 
managed, for 501-C- 3 compliance and Missouri tax laws. I have talked to members who would love to help, but do not want to go to 
another meeting.  Chairs may, but are not required to attend any Board meetings.  I know the Chair people work, because when needed 
they are there; case in point, the Master Certified Casters, were great at the BBQ in June. One call to the Chair, Brian Ellis, and all 
hands were there.  There are so many more, doing wonderful things.  

It is IFFF Southern Council Awards time and I would like to share our nominations. 
Man of the Year – Mike Swederska 
Teacher of the year – Mike Ott 
Club of the Year - Ozark Fly Fishers 
Fly Tier of the Year – Al Bourisaw 
Junior Fly Tier of the Year – Gabe Schario, [the luckiest person in the world]  
Conservation Award – Mill Creek Watershed Coalition 
Tall Tale Teller Award – Joe Aimonette 

The Tanycomo outing is September17 -20, 2015.  I have rooms, and can get you set up. 
Bennett Springs Catch and Release is November 12-15, 2015. 

I will miss this month’s meeting as I will be in Alaska, for 10 days. See you on the water, waving a stick. 

Casting Tip July 2015 
By Bill Armon  CCI 

Last month’s BBQ and casting meeting went very well. Even Marty King was there!  Two of our clubs Master Casting Instructors 
helped individuals improve their casting.  While they were busy doing that I was using Ubersense to video casters so they could see 
themselves in action.  I believe this was a success. I was able (with young Mr. Scharios help) to figure out how to email everyone their 
videos. 

I will be set up to do this again before the meeting on the 23rd   assuming it is dry.  I will try to be on the lawn, by the parking lot, at 
Queeny, by 5:30. Any casting instructors who read this please try to come and cast (and instruct).  Having the videos will help you 
with your casting and will then be available to show students to help them. 

Ubersense is the app I am using (there are others that work well also). Ubersense basic is a free app. With it video can be shown in 
slow motion, and compared side by side to other video etc.  Video will be taken from the side to visualize loop formation; then from 
the front to evaluate tracking.  Everyone, from the most experienced to the new fly fisher can improve their casting by using video – 
please come and participate. 
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Conservation 
By Wallis Warren 

Recently, the Environmental Protection Agency along with the Army Corps of Engineers  clarified the definition of ‘Waters of the 
United States’, which will now include many important headwater streams and vital wetlands.  

It didn’t take long for legislators to register their opposition, including Missouri’s Attorney General. Stating that farmers and ranchers 
will be ‘particularly harmed’, he filed suit charging the EPA and Corps have exceeded their authority. 

What Mr Koster and other legislators have failed to recognize is that the clarification preserves all exemptions for agriculture that have 
always been included in the Clean Water Act (CWA). It does not create any new permitting requirements and maintains all previous 
exemptions and exclusions. 

The rule more clearly defines (and therefore protects) the waters protected by the CWA, which makes permitting less costly, easier and 
faster for business and industry. Approximately 1 in 3 people get their drinking water from streams previously lacking sufficient pro-
tection ~ over 50% of Missourians’ drinking water comes from streams currently not protected by the CWA.  

This rule is a big win for anglers across the country by restoring protections that were confused and complicated by two Supreme 
Court rulings in 2001 and 2006. Protecting the health of these waters preserves habitat as well as strengthens our local economies that 
rely on the outdoor recreation industry. A vast majority of Americans support the rule because they understand that protecting up-
stream waters and wetlands means cleaner water flowing into rivers and lakes, supporting fish and wildlife and providing cleaner 
drinking water. 

For over a decade the EPA and Corps received requests from members of Congress, state and local officials, industry, agriculture, en-
vironmental groups, scientist and the public for this rule making. Over one million public comments were considered and 400 meet-
ings were held in order to consider perspectives from all sides. The most current scientific data was used including over 1200 peer-
reviewed, published scientific studies showing the integral part that small headwater streams and wetlands play in the health of down-
stream waters. Yes, all of this supports the mantra: WE ALL LIVE DOWNSTREAM ~ What happens upstream, happens downstream! 

Call to Action:  It is important that you contact your local representatives and senators, as well as our Congressional representatives 
and senator, the Attorney General and Governor to let them know we support the ruling of the EPA and Corps and want the ruling to 
stand as published. 

Facts about the Clean Water Rule: 

• Clearly defines and protects tributaries that impact the health of downstream waters 

• Provides certainly in how far safeguards extend to nearby waters 

• Focuses on streams, not ditches, groundwater, tile drains or shallow subsurface    flows 

• Maintains the status of waters within Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems 

• Reduces the use of case-specific analysis of waters 

• Does not create any new permitting requirements for farmers 

• Addresses pollution and destruction of waterways – not land use or private property rights 

It is unlikely that Attorney General Koster contacted you (I know he didn’t contact me) when he joined 12 other states in filing suit. 
We can let him know that Missouri is long overdue for these protections, we base our position on facts and not misinformation propa-
gated by special interests and we do not support the position he has taken. 

For more information: 

http://www2.epa.gov/cleanwaterrule 

http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-06/documents/epa-hq-ow-2011-0880-20862.pdf 
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Conservation Federation of Missouri 
728 West Main | Jefferson City, MO 65101 
(573) 634-2322 
Contact: Emma Kessinger 
(573) 634-2322 
ekessinger@confedmo.org 
 
 Scholarship Opportunities for Students 
 
  
The Association of Great Lakes Outdoor Writers (AGLOW) is offering two $1,000 scholarships for the fall academic term of 2015. 
Undergraduate and graduate students are eligible, but must be working towards a degree in outdoor communications.  
 
The ideal candidate will be interested in the outdoors with the goal of becoming a professional outdoor communicator. They should 
possess a high degree of talent and be knowledgable about the outdoors. 
 
For the full list of guidelines, please visit the AGLOW website here. 
 
If you know of a student who fits the requirements for the scholarship, please pass along the information and advise them to apply. 
 
All materials for the applications must be received by July 30. 

Fly of the Month – July 2015 
By Mike Ott 

Pink Squirrel Nymph a Driftless Favorite 

While researching flies for a trip to Wisconsin’s Driftless Area, I happened across a cult favorite – 
John Bethke's original Pink Squirrel nymph. Is it a hot-spot hare’s ear? Maybe an egg-sucking scud? No one had a good answer but 
everyone carries and fishes them. The Driftless Angler fly shop in Viroqua, WI even has t-shirts, hats, and other fly shop swag bearing 
a pink squirrel logo. This simple fly fishes well and just plain catches fish regardless of what it is supposed to represent. 

Hook: Standard Scud Hook - Dai-Riki #125  #12-16 
Bead:  Gold Tungsten 
Thread: 8/0 Brown 
Tail: Pearl Crystal Flash 
Ribbing: Small Red UltraWire 
Body: Red Fox Squirrel Back Hair or Hare’s Ear Dubbing 
Collar: Fine Fluorescent Pink Chenille 

Place bead on hook and secure in vise. Start thread behind bead and advance to hook bend. 
Tie in two strands of crystal flash as a tail. Trim to length – about the length of the body. 
Tie in about three inches of wire ribbing.  
Dub a rather full body tapering up to just behind the bead. 
Brush or pick out the dubbing to make a shaggy body.  
Rib with red wire, tie off behind bead, and trim excess. 
Tie in chenille just behind the bead, make one full wrap of chenille to form a collar, tie off, and trim excess. Remember to pull the 
excess fibers out of the chenille threads to keep the fly neat. 
Whip finish and trim thread. 

Fish the Pink Squirrel as you would any nymph; Dead-drift under an indicator, use as an anchor fly in a European-style rig, or use to 
sight-fish without an indicator. Try tying them in other colors as well – olive, tan, brown, etc. Just have fun with your squirrel. 
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Streamside 

By Tim Wade 

Muddy waters have been the theme on the east side of the Absaroka Mountains and the NE 
corner of Yellowstone Park the past week. The North and South Forks of the Shoshone have 
been blown since July 3rd. The Clarks Fork of the Yellowstone and its tributaries have been 
going in and out as well, disappointing numerous anglers in the area or traveling to this re-
gion known for its fine fly fishing and native cutthroat trout. 
  
According to meteorologists, El Nino has been the black hat regarding our weather so far this 
summer. This is the strongest El Nino event in the past 50 years according to the professional weather plotters. Long term forecasts for 
the inter-mountain west calls for more humidity, heat and heavy rain events.  This news does not bode well for some areas that are 
prone to flash flooding. After decades of forest fires that have denuded millions of acres, there is not much vegetation that could soak 
up and hold back the copious amounts of rain that fall above 10,000 feet, then rush down the mountains, scouring and gouging the 
terrain as it goes. 
  
Right now I am tired of the muddy water. While I appreciate the moisture and the green foothills and wild flower covered mountain 
valleys, more appreciated would clean, clear flowing water anywhere close to Cody. That would be a welcome respite for this angler. 
My friends will echo this sentiment as soon as they read it, as will you.  All of us are tired of El Nino and La Nina impacting our fish-
ing. There is the Bighorn River in Thermopolis and also up in Ft. Smith for anglers wanting to fish clear water. And the trout can be 
big in both rivers, no doubt. But! Five days in a row on the same river does become tedious, if not boring, especially when the sun’s 
bearing down and the trout are hiding. 
  
I can assure you one’s thoughts drift from watching indicators or dry flies drifting along and turn to the miles of rushing free stone 
mountain rivers we should be fishing right now! Thoughts also go to the wild trout that have to endure these ever more frequent mud 
slides and debris flows in the Absarokas that can wipe out the young of this year as well as mature trout. Recall July, 2007, when the 
wall of sludge and slurry wiped out the South Fork of the Shoshone fishery? 
  
Now my thoughts are far from muddy rivers and hot days on the Bighorn and on opening day on the Yellowstone River inside Yellow-
stone Park. July 15 is the day and I am as excited as a kid waiting for Christmas to arrive. There are now salmon flies all over the river 
in the Le Hardy Rapid area downstream past Nez Perce Ford picnic area, as well as caddis, green drakes, pale morning duns and who 
knows what other insects. That’s why I’ve gotta go! 

Outings 
24th Annual Bennett Springs Catch and Release Outing 
Although it is the middle of summer it is time to give a heads up for our 24th Bennett Springs catch and release outing. It will be November 14-15-16. 
Try to keep this weekend open on your calendars. Many people come down on Thursday night to able to fish early Friday morning. 

Malcolm is planning a Thursday evening pot luck for those that are there and will be serving Saturday morning breakfast. This is a great way to see 
who is all there and ask questions about fishing the park. 

We will again be staying at Sand Springs Resort and having Saturdays dinner at Ollies. 

New members: This is one of our major outings and is well attended. We meet after dinner and tie and share many ideas and stories. Make reserva-
tions early as the rooms go fast to repeat attenders. 

More details and reservation forms will be in the August newsletter. 

Questions? contact Steve Antonic by Phone:  314-401-8874 or by email at sjantonic@charter.net  

(Yup, Russ has retired) (But feel free to call him and complain about anything) 
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Membership Report July 2015  

Mark A. Harris 
Membership Committee 
(Database & Directory) 

Ways and Means 

Embroidered Apparel

If anyone would like any hats or shirts embroidered with the Ozark Fly Fishers’s logo, please bring your items to the meetings. I also 
have catalogs so you can pick out apparel and have the logos put on them. 

Thank you, 

Brad Kohlbrecher 

  

Ozark Fly Fishers Blowout Sale! 

The July and August meetings we will sell books and tying equipment. Everything must GO! 

Membership total Beginning 06-01-2015 227

New Membership since 06-01-2015 0

Former Member rejoining 06-01-2015 0

Late Renwals Since 06-01-2015 0

Total Membership as of 06-30-2015 227
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Stream Team 31 

THE MERAMEC WATERSHED CELEBRATION 
July 24, 2015   10:00 am - 5:30 pm   Meramec State Park,   Shelter #2,   Sullivan, MO 

This event is sponsored by NORP - Northern Ozark Rivers Partnership.  Always a good time to be had!  This event is attended by like 
minded individuals who care about our state’s beautiful streams.   

Activities include a potluck lunch, annual Stream Team awards, tube float, kids’ program, attendance prizes, raffle, networking and 
fellowship with teams from the Meramec watershed and beyond, free group camping and canoe races. 

If you have any questions about the celebration contact Scott Darrough:  314-560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com 

48th ANNUAL OPERATION CLEAN STREAM 
August 22, 2015    8:00 am   Byrnes Mill City Park 

The Trashmanian Devils, Ozark Fly Fishers and other Stream Teams will again work together on cleaning this stretch of the Big River.  
The last few years have seen an enthusiastic volunteer commitment on behalf of Ozark’s members.  If pulling tires and debris from the 
river does not sound fun, ask your fellow members who have attended.  We have a great time. 

Donuts, juice and milk will be provided in the morning.  Pizza and other food will be provided for lunch along with soda and water.  If 
you go away hungry it will be your own fault! 

As always, after lunch we will have attendance and pay raffles. 

Once again this year Leinenkugel Beer made the request to partner with us on our cleanup.    Leinenkugel has been involved with 
promoting clean waterways (Canoes for a Cause) in their home state of Wisconsin for numerous years.  Last year they began a push 
into the mid west promoting their program with our site being the first in the state of Missouri to partner with them.  Leinenkugel was 
quite generous with their donations and trade giveaways by means of the “free” raffle they provided.  Note that alcohol will not be 
consumed during our cleanup to ensure the safety of our volunteers and to abide by the regulations of the park. 

It is recommended that sturdy footwear be worn during this cleanup.  Beach wear such as flip flops and sandals are discouraged.  Re-
member your sunscreen and hat.  Bring a change of clothes, we get dirty!  Work gloves and t-shirts will be provided for our volun-
teers.   

Once again Ozark will represent the Missouri Stream Team Program at Green Tree Park on the day of the cleanup.  The Open Space 
Council will host their “Passport to Clean Water” www.openspacestl.org/events (11:00 am - 1:30 pm) for youth ages 5-18 and their 
families.  Over 250 kids attended this event last year.   

If attending, please notify so that you can be placed on the volunteer list and relay your t-shirt size. 

If you have any questions about Operation Clean Stream or Passport to Clean Water, contact Scott Darrough at 314-560-1335 or 
swdarrough@yahoo.com 
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STREAMGRAM
Action Needed to Help Streams

Meramec Watershed Celebration 

Saturday, July 25, 2015 
10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Meramec State Park, Shelter #2, Sullivan, MO 

Join Stream Teams from across the state for a day of family-oriented fun. The day is full of activities including the annual Stream 
Team awards, tube float, kids’ program, attendance prizes, raffle, and canoe races. Guests are invited to bring a side dish to share at the 
BBQ potluck lunch and have the option to bring an item to be included in the raffle. 
Free overnight camping is available 7/24 & 7/25 at Meramec State Park’s Group Campsite C.  

For more information call 314/638-9646. 

Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo Group 

One of the benefits of being a member of the Ozark Fly Fishers is the Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo group. The Yahoo Group is a direct 
line of communication with all who choose to join.  Like any other club function, the more members participating the better.  
The OFF Yahoo group is reserved for Members Only to keep spam and other issues that go hand and hand with the internet under                
control.  TheYahoo group is a great avenue to receive or post fishing reports, big and little fish pictures or thoughts and ideas on club 
functions as well as to seek advice from a vast wealth of knowledge on just about anything fly fishing.   
To become an Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo member is easy.  If you are interested in joining the group, please contact   Mike Swederska   
Cell: (314)-799-1998   Office:  (314)-645-5440.  Email shur-way@sbcglobal.net 

Board of Directors 
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Officers Directors Chairman

President: Malcolm Royce Communications: John L Tymony Casting: Brian Ellis

Vice President: Bill Todd Conservation: Wallis Warren Fly Tying: Mike Ott

Treasurer: Mark Harris Education: Jim Gera Stream Team Coordinator: Scott Darrough

Secretary: Dan Elhmann Membership: Paul Franks

Past President: Bill Leslie Outings: Malcolm Royce

Ways & Means: Brad Kohlbrecher

Stream Team 31

Coordinator / Current River Scott Darrough

Blue Springs Creek Glen Bish

Mill Creek Bill Leslie
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Ozark Fly Fishers Objectives 
Founded 1971 

To promote fly fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing and the method most consistent with the         
preservation and wise use of our game fish. 

To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts for environmental quality and pollution    control. 
To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 

To demonstrate applied techniques in fly fishing, tying, casting and related subjects 
Ozark Fly Fishers meet at 7:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Queeny Park Rec Center  

(Unless noted differently – see Calendar) 

Please support our corporate sponsors 
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