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January Meeting 

Annual Banquet 
Saturday, January 24th 
Sunset Hills Golf Course and Banquet Center 
13366 W. Watson Rd 
Sunset Hills, MO 63127 
6:00 PM 

President’s Message  

Everything is proceeding for what should be an excellent banquet. If you haven’t made your reservations 
by now, there is still time but you must hurry. Don’t miss what will be an enjoyable evening. If you have 
never been to an auction led by Guy Phillips, you don’t know what a fun evening you will be missing if you don’t attend. My thanks 
go to Brad Kohlbrecher for his hard work procuring items for the auction, and to Bob Zagar for his diligence making the arrange-
ments. I also want to thank everyone else who has stepped up to make this banquet the success that I know it will be. 

2015 is shaping up to be another great year for OFF. Starting with the FYAO, we will have a full season of outings for our members. 
The All Day Meeting should be entertaining as well as informative,too. Bad weather has seemed to increase postings on our Yahoo 
group, as members prepare their fly rods, equipment and fly boxes for the new year. 

See you on the river. 

Bill Leslie 

OFF Website - Twitter 
By Mark Thalhammer 

In the last regular newsletter I explained some of the reasons why you should be connected 
with Ozark Fly Fishers via Twitter.  Apparently a lot of people were listening as we now have 
400+ followers. That means that when we make meeting announcements or comments re-
garding conservation issues or have questions about “what fly to use on the White?” we are 
communicating with a whole group of people that we would not normally reach.   

Please join us on Twitter, as many of your fellow OFF members has already done. It does not cost anything and you don’t 
have to give any personal info other than your email address. Go to https://twitter.com/ and join us today. You can find 
Ozark using the handle @ozarkflyfishers  . Please be sure to send me a direct message with the handle that you have cho-
sen so I can include you on the OFF list. Also, be sure to subscribe to the OFF list so that you can easily follow other OFF 
members. This will all make sense after you start using Twitter.  

Our goal is to have 2,000 followers by this time next year and we can do it with your help. Send me a “tweet” if you have 
any suggestions, comments or questions. Mark Thalhammer email: mthammer@swbell.net  your website: http://ozarkfly-
fishers.org/ Ozark Fly Fishers Database Report September 2014 

https://twitter.com/
mailto:mthammer@swbell.net
http://ozarkflyfishers.org/


Casting Tip January 2015 

For the New Year let’s start out with the basics again. It has been a while since we covered these principles. 

The end of your fly line must move early in the casting stoke. A cast cannot be made if the weight of the line is not bending the rod. 
The rod does not begin to bend (load) until the fly begins to move. Therefore, always start a cast with the rod tip low - near the water 
(or ground if practicing on the lawn). 

Slack is your enemy.  If there is slack in the line the rod is not under tension. No pressure on the rod equals no load on the rod equals 
no force to cast the line. 

Be Smooth! Any jerk on the rod tip will put a shock wave in the line which can lead to slack in the line or a tailing loop 

Timing - Know when to change from a backcast to a forecast. Poor timing can put slack into the line. 

Apply the power at the right time! This is done with the stop of the rod hand NOT the start of the casting stroke.  This may be the most 
difficult concept for casters. The power is in the speed and force of the stop - NOT the start.  A smooth acceleration to a fast hard stop 
of the rod hand is what is needed. The amount of power should be appropriate for the distance of the cast and the wind etc. 

Learn to throw a good loop. This can be a wide loop or a narrow loop but a caster must understand the concept of the loop and be able 
to control it.  

Casting on the lawn will start again this spring. Please plan on coming before the meetings to learn about loops, the single most impor-
tant concept for learning to cast well. Hope to see everyone at the annual banquet, always a good time!  

Bill Armon  - CCI 

Ozark Fly Fishers Calendar of Events 2015 
Coming soon! 

▪ January 24th - Annual Banquet Sunset Hills Golf course & Banquet Center - $ 
▪ January 26th MDC class Intro to Fly Tying – August A. Busch Memorial Conservation Area, Classroom 1 
▪ January 29th MDC class Reading Trout Water - August A. Busch Memorial Conservation Area, Classroom 1 
▪ February 2nd - MDC class Intro to Fly Tying – August A. Busch Memorial Conservation Area, Classroom 1 
▪ February 5th - MDC Class Fly Fishing Techniques - August A. Busch Memorial Conservation Area, Classroom 1 
▪ February 6th - 8th Montauk FYAO $ 
▪ February 9th - MDC class Intro to Fly Tying – August A. Busch Memorial Conservation Area, Classroom 1 
▪ February 16th - MDC class Intro to Fly Tying – August A. Busch Memorial Conservation Area, Classroom 1 
▪ February 19th - MDC class 25 best flies for Missouri - August A. Busch Memorial Conservation Area, Classroom 1 
▪ February 21st - All Day Meeting with Landon Meyer 

$ - Cost associated 

Montauk F.Y.A.O outing 
The Montauk F.Y.A.O Outing is February 6, 2015 through February 8, 2015. This outing is all about fishing, food, and fellowship. The 
plan is to meet Friday night for a Mexican potluck dinner at 7:00 pm, followed by fly tying.  Saturday morning, from 7:00 am, break-
fast will be served. Dinner will be at 6:30 pm, followed by fly tying.  

All the food will be served in the Sercy Building.   

For more information contact Malcolm Royse at 636-300-1953 x 4140 or Malcolm.Royse@mdc.mo.gov 
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M.D.C. Classes 2015 
By Malcolm Royce 

Missouri Department of Conservation will be providing Free Fly Fishing Classes at August A Busch Conservation Area, in Weldon 
Spring.  These programs will be taught by members of the Ozark Fly Fishers, and everyone is welcome to attend. 
  
Introduction to Fly Tying 
Mondays, January 26 and February 2, 9 & 16, 2015 
August A. Busch Memorial Conservation Area, Classroom 1 
6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
Call 636-441-4554 to register 

This four-night series will teach you all you need to know to enjoy a lifetime of creating your own flies for trout, pan fish and bass. 
Each class builds upon previous classes and includes all materials, tools and equipment. Best of all, you can use the flies you tie to 
catch fish this season! Members of the Ozark Fly Fishers will lead you step-by-step through several fly patterns and types. Information 
covered will be perfect for the novice or beginning fly tier. Participants should bring a fly box or canister to store flies. For more in-
formation contact Malcolm Royse at 636-300-1953 x 4140 or Malcolm.Royse@mdc.mo.gov 
  
Reading the Water for Trout 
January 29, 2015 
August A. Busch Memorial Conservation Area, Classroom 1 
7 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
No registration required 
  
It is often said that 10% of the fishermen catch 90% of the fish. Do you ever wonder why that is true? Smart fishermen know that 90% 
of the fish are found in 10% of the water. This short class will help you break down sections of a stream and identify the places where 
trout would mostly likely be found. This class will be taught by members of the Ozark Fly Fishers. For more information contact Mal-
colm Royse at 636-300-1953 x 4140 or Malcolm.Royse@mdc.mo.gov 
  
  
Fly Fishing Techniques 
February 5, 2015 
August A. Busch Memorial Conservation Area, Classroom 1 
7 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
No registration required 
  
This class is designed for the fly fisher who has mastered the basics of knots, casting and fly patterns. Topics to be discussed include 
presentation, reading the water and hatches. This class will be taught by members of the Ozark Fly Fishers. For more information con-
tact Malcolm Royse at 636-300-1953 x 4140 or Malcolm.Royse@mdc.mo.gov 
  
The 25 Best Flies for Missouri Streams 
February 19, 2015 
August A. Busch Memorial Conservation Area, Classroom 1 
7 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
No registration required 
  
This class will discuss the 25 best flies for use in Missouri trout waters. There will some old favorites and some you may not have 
seen before.  These selections are based on the years of information collected by the Ozark Fly Fishers. Information will be presented 
as a power point discussion and a hand out to all participants at the end of the program. For more information contact Malcolm Royse 
at 636-300-1953 x 4140 or Malcolm.Royse@mdc.mo.gov 
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Tips From an Aging Dry Fly Fisherman 
By Mike Swederska 

Getting Ready for the New Fly Fishing Season 

Here in Missouri we have a two week lull in trout fishing if you are a park fisherman. Even 
if you are a creek guy you still need to take this time to evaluate your equipment. This is the time of 
year I have always taken the time to get out my gear and clean it.  

This year has been different for me because of living on my own lake. I have not touched 
my trout gear but a couple of times this summer been darn near bass fishing with a fly every day.  
With the upcoming C&R outing I need to take some time and gather my trout gear, analyze the con-
dition, replace what is needed and most of all inventory my flies.  

The first things that I do are get out my go to fly rods and reels and inspect for damage and clean them.  Damage is anything 
from a nick in the blank or handle to a loose guide. Too clean the line and reel fill the sink bowl with very warm water and liquid dish 
soap as if you were to do dishes. Pull the line off the reel and let it soak for at least a half hour.  I then use a paper towel and pull the 
line thru it. You can really see the gunk on the towel as you do this. Once I am satisfied with the line not leaving any gunk I drain the 
water and then rinse the line with warm water. As I install the line back on the reel I really like to stretch it in order to release it of the 
memory of being spooled up. Same as you do just before you make your first cast at the water’s edge.  Now is when I also clean the 
interior of the reel looking for anything that is foreign or broken. Also give your gears a lube with light grease designed to not hurt 
plastic.  There are all kinds of line dressings on the market to treat your line. I caution you with them. Check with the line manufactur-
er for what they recommend if you don’t remember what line it is ask your fly shop.   

As my line is soaking I pull out my go to fly rods for inspection of damage and crud. Use the same dish water that your line is 
soaking in to clean your fly rod. Do not use any abrasives on your blank.  Be sure to clean in, under and around the eyes and tip top. 
You may notice that there is a line of gunk on the blank between the eyes. That is from where your line slaps the blank during the cast. 
This sort of gives you the idea of where there is friction when shooting your line.  I will address this next.  Don’t forget your cork han-
dle. I like to use a house hold cleaner that will remove grease and grim. I have used goop and other types of cleaners that will bring 
my cork back to a new look.  BTW if your cork is black from you dry fly silicon you may need to use a furniture wax remover.  After 
drying the fly rod I do like to apply a coat of CC safe automotive wax to my fly rods. The wax that I use is specifically designed for 
the new finishes on our late model cars. Automobiles today are all clear coated “CC” so the wax that we use today has NO abrasives to 
remove oxidation. When picking a wax make sure that it is designed to be clear coat safe. There are still waxes on the shelf for older 
models that are not clear coated.  The wax can be liquid or past, your preference. I use the liquid on my rod and car. I can get the liquid 
in all the places that I cannot get past, under the eyes for one.  I do not wax or treat the wood handle.  You should always let the wax 
dry long after application before removing.  So this is generally when I clean the line that is in the sink soaking.  Once the wax has 
flashed I then use a soft micro fiber towel to wipe off the wax. My final blank treatment is to put furl wax on the male ends. You can 
get this at any fly shop and carry it with your rods. I always put it on thru the years fishing when assembling for fishing.  Make sure 
you cannot smell the car wax before you put your fly rod back in the sock and tube.   

Now that the rod has a great coat of wax it will be able to shed water in the winter thus not letting the eyes freeze up as fast, 
your line will slide on the blank where you noticed the gunk line with less friction. This means that you don’t have to apply as much 
force when casting and your accuracy will remain. Plus when it’s time to clean it again the wax will let the gunk releases easier just 
like bugs on your hood.   Ok now back to the line. Since the wax that I use on my blanks was also designed for plastic parts on cars I 
use it on my fly lines.  I do not recommend this to others but this is one of the things I do simply because I look for everything that 
will give my very light lines the ability to fly (slide down the blank) when cast. Does this make my lines float higher or longer? Can’t 
say if they do or don’t.  Yea this is one of those do as I say and not as I do things. If so do it at your own risk of eating the coating on 
the line.  Finally get out all your fly boxes. Take an inventory and rearrange them back to where you know the flies are when you are 
on the water. Be sure and get rid of all those flies you thought you would use and never did. Get rid of those ABC flies also. Fly guys 
pick flies that gives them the most confidence and the flies I am telling you to disposes of are not them.  Make a mayfly box, caddis 
box, midge box, sow and scud box and streamer box. Start the new year of organized.  Your fishing will be a lot more fun.  If you 
don’t tie contact your friends that do and ask them for some flies to replenish. Don’t be afraid to ask people for help. You may find a 
new pattern that really works.  Last check your tippet, leaders, indicators and necessary tools. There is nothing worse than being on the 
water and having bad tippet.  Now that everything is clean and ready to go your casting will be better, your flies will be fresh and easy 
to find, the new leader and tippet will direct your fly and hold on to it when you hook up. All this will equate to a great time on the 
water.  

If you have read my post this far I invite you to post your routine on cleaning your gear. I know that there are many more 
experienced fly fisherman than I on this group that really should share their methods on this subject.  

Mike Swederska 
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Fly of the Month – January 2015 
By Mike Ott 

Pettis UnReal Egg 

Love ‘em or hate ‘em… Egg imitations catch fish. Here in Missouri, we have two main bloodlines 
of trout – one that spawns in the spring while the other spawns in the fall (at least theoretically). 
This strategy ensures that Missouri’s trout hatcheries have a constant supply of spawn-ready brood 
stock and a constant source of trout for Missouri’s anglers. In addition, these trout are always in-
stinctively ready to take advantage of any available eggs.  Whether you use it as an attractor pat-
tern or your fish catching pattern, no one can deny the effectiveness of egg flies. 

This pattern is really a good imitation of what a fish egg should be. The amber bead is translucent and the egg yarn gives a 3-D look 
and adds a dimension of color. In addition, the plastic bead is almost neutrally buoyant so while it does sink readily, it tumbles natural-
ly along the bottom rather than catching in the rocks. It does take longer to sink than a tungsten bead Y2K, but it really acts like a real 
egg in the water. 

Hook:  TMC 2457 size 8-12 
Thread:  8/0 Fire Orange 
Bead:  Translucent Amber egg bead 
Sheath:  Early Girl colored McFly Foam egg yarn 

Mount hook in vise and slide bead onto hook (yes it will go over the hook eye). 
Start thread behind hook eye. 
Tie in a 1 inch length of McFly Foam section split in half extending out the front of the hook so that it surrounds the whole hook 
shank. Whip finish and trim thread. 
Push the bead toward the hook eye so that it covers the butt ends of the egg yarn you just tied in. 
Start thread behind the bead. 
Pull the egg yarn back around the bead so that it envelopes the bead evenly. 
Tie off egg yarn behind the bead so that the egg yarn covers the bead but is not pulled too tight. 
Trim excess egg yarn, whip finish, and trim thread. 

I tie this in a couple of sizes – my favorite in about ¼ inch in diameter, but the larger sizes work as well. These work best dead-drift 
near the stream bottom, but can also be suspended at any depth with a dropper fly attached below it. Either way, give this pattern a try. 
Just watch it in the water and you’ll see why it works so well. 

Tight Lines 
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Membership Report January 2015 

Membership total for the beginning of the 2015 (01-01-2105) membership year is 177.  Please note:  80+ mem-
bers have not renewed their membership for the current year as of Jan 1, 2015. 
  
New members since Dec 12, 2014 are as follows: 

Bert Cox      Mike McCulley 
bvcjr@sbcglobal.net     yellowdog0000@hotmail.com 
Saint Peters, MO  63376-6559   Bloomington, IL  61075-8741 

David Kane      Harry Bresler 
Davekane4@yahoo.c 

om    bresler@htc.net Webster Groves, MO  63119-2930   Co-
lumbia, IL  62236-2755 

Martin Casagrand     Steve Comfort 
Martin.casagrand@yahoo.com   soc1@swbell.com  
Overland, MO  63114-3410    Kirkwood, MO  63122-5567 

Mike Shelton 
mikeshelton@swbell.net
St. Louis, MO  63123-6030

Returning members since Dec 12, 2014 are as follows:

Ruth Hess
Rumecohe3@charter.net
Ballwin, MO  63021-6891

Mark A. Harris
Membership Committee
(Database & Directory) 

New Membership since 12-12-2014 10

Former Member rejoining 12-12-2014 1

Total Membership as of 01-01-2015 177
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OZARK FLY FISHERS 
ANNUAL BANQUET AUCTION AND FUND RAISER 

Saturday January 24, 2015 

Sunset Hills Golf Course & Banquet Center 

13366 West Watson Road 

Sunset Hills, MO  63127 

314-843-7811 

www.sunsethillsgolfcourse.net 

• Cash bar and silent auction begins at 6:00 P.M. 

• Dinner begins at 7:00 

• Live auction to follow after dinner with Guy Phillips from Y98 FM 

Dinner menu:  The dinner this year will again be a buffet catered by Syberg’s and will include: 

• Steam Boat Top Round of Beef, AuJus 

• Chicken Cordon Blue 

• Parmesan Roasted Potatoes 

• Fresh Green Beans Almandine 

• Salad and Rolls 

• desserts 

Cost:  $36.00 per person 

Please make your reservation early and fill in the information below. 

Name:  _____________________________________________ 

Name:  ___________________________________________ 

The evening will include a historical display, a video of club activities, and induction of the latest members 
into the Legends.   Please join us, meet with friends for an enjoyable evening and support our club.   

Make checks out to:  “Ozark Fly Fishers” 

Mail to: 

• Bob Zagar  

• 7736 Missy Ct. 

• St. Louis, MO 63123-1931 
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Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo Group 

One of the benefits of being a member of the Ozark Fly Fishers is the Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo group. The Yahoo Group is 
a direct line of communication with all who choose to join.  Like any other club function, the more members partici-
pating the better. The OFF Yahoo group is reserved for Members Only to keep spam and other issues that go hand and 
hand with the internet under control.  The Yahoo group is a great avenue to receive or post fishing reports, big and lit-
tle fish pictures or thoughts and ideas on club functions as well as to seek advice from a vast wealth of knowledge on 
just about anything fly fishing.   

To become an Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo member is easy.  If you are interested in joining the group, pleas 

e contact   Mike Swederska   Cell: (314)-799-1998   Office:  (314)-645-5440.  Email shur-way@sbcglobal.net-
Board of Directors 

Ozark Fly Fishers Objectives 
Founded 1971 

To promote fly fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing and the method most consistent 
with the preservation and wise use of our game fish. 

To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts for environmental quality and pollution con-
trol. 

To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 
To demonstrate applied techniques in fly fishing, tying, casting and related subjects 

Ozark Fly Fishers meet at 7:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Queeny Park Rec Center (Unless 
noted differently – see Calendar) 

Officers Directors Chairman

President: Bill Leslie Communications
:

John L Tymony Casting: Brian Ellis

Vice 
President:

Bob Zagar Conservation: Wallis Warren Fly Tying: Mike Ott

Treasurer: Lou Juranas Education: Al Bourisaw Stream Team Coordinator: Scott Darrough

Secretary: Mark 
Thahlhammer

Membership: Mike Ott

Past President: Mike Swederska Outings: Malcolm Royce

Ways & Means: Brad Kohlbrecher

Stream Team 31

Coordinator / Current River Scott Darrough

Blue Springs Creek Glen Bish

Mill Creek Bill Leslie
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Please support our corporate sponsors 
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