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April General Meeting 
Thursday April 23rd 
Queeny Park 
Greensfelder Recreation Complex 550 Weidman Rd 
Ballwin, MO 63011 7:00 PM 

MIKE MITCHELL BENNETT SPRING HATCHERY MANAGER  
Mike has been employed for almost 25 years with MDC.  During this time 
he has worked at Montauk, Shepherd of the Hills and the last 13 years as 
hatchery manager at Bennett Spring.  Mike graduated from Missouri State 
University in Springfield, Mo in 1990 with a bachelors in Wildlife Conser-
vation. 

Mike’s presentation will deal with MDC’s role in the Coldwater Hatchery 
System, as it relates to production methods and goals, future commitments 
and recent improvements to the hatchery at Bennett. 

I know a lot of us fish Bennett Spring; this is an opportunity to gain some 
insight about the hatchery operations and maybe even a few bonus tips we 
can use on our next outing to Bennett. 

Hope to see you on the 23rd. 

Bob Zagar 

President’s Message 
 Malcolm Royce 

“The charm of fishing is that it is the pursuit of what is elusive, but attainable, a perpetual series of occasions 
for hope.” – John Buchan 

Ozark Fly Fishers is a great fly fishing club. There is a long history of great speakers, programs, outings and 
educational programs. I could talk about all these activities, but this month I want to explain some things 
about how the magic happens. 
  
The Officers and Directors come together in July/August and develop a budget for the next year. This year’s budget is $17,272.00. The 
members’ dues will make up about $8,250.00 of the budget. The remainder of the budget comes from a few smaller income areas, 
corporate sponsors, and gifts, but the balance of the budget comes from our annual banquet fund raiser event. The banquet, in January, 
has always been the major fund raiser of the Ozark Fly Fishers.  However in the last few years, the revenue from the banquet has di-
minished greatly.  Without this revenue, we cannot have great events and activities. The club has some cash reserves and we can cover 
our budget short falls, and still maintain a good cash reserve; this reserve has come from many good years of good management, by 
your past volunteer board members. 
  
The purpose of bringing these facts out in this newsletter is to share with the members that this year’s banquet/ fundraiser will focus 
on raising the funds to keep the very high level of programs and speakers that we have all come to expect at every meeting. Times 
have been tough on all our funds, which impacts what we can give to our fishing club. I respectfully ask all members actively partici-
pate in keeping our programs strong and relevant, which means the best minds and teachers in fly fishing. 

Ozark Fly Fishers will continue to be a great club, and as your elected board members, we will continue to be wise with the Club’s 
resources.  I just want everyone to have some idea of the budget and how we pay the bills. 
  
 Just a reminder…there is an outing at Montauk in May.  Come down and wave a stick in the stream. 



Education 
By Jim Gera 

The Board would like to thank all the members that assisted at the Wetland for Kids Event on Saturday April 4, 2015 at Busch Con-
servation and a special thanks to Jim Hudson who tied Safety Pin flies for the Kids. 

Fly Tying  
 • Mike Ott             
 • Joe Aimonette             
 • Bob Zagar             
 • Jim Hudson             
 • Harold Rodgers             
 • Pat Hummer             
Casting  
 • John Tymony             
 • Jake Voss             

Thanks,  

Jim Gera 

Fly Tying and Casting at the Ritz Carlton 

We have been contacted by the Ritz Carlton to put on a fly tying (Ritz Carlton in Clayton) and fly casting (at Forest Park) for their 
male guests during the Mothers Day Weekend May 10, 2015 and again on Fathers Day June 21, 2015.  This will be an approximate 4 
hour event.  The Ritz will provide the room for tying and transport to Forest Park and return. 

 1 Introduction to Fishing, The Fishes Menu, Rod set up, practice casting. (1 Hour)             
 2 Fishing at Forest Park Lake Jefferson (3 Hour) OFF members will provide instruction and mentoring.             

Since we are a non-profit the Ritz will make a suitable donation to our Club and plan for us in future events. 

We will need about 6 volunteers.  Please contact: Jim Gera  james.gera@gmail.com  (314) 560-4144 

The OFF Video Library   

The library contains more than 150 DVD titles on many fly fishing related topics including basic to advanced fly tying techniques, 
casting, rod building, fly fishing destinations, natural history, and tactics for trout, bass, saltwater and more.  OFF members can check 
out two DVDs.  Bring them back, and check out two more. 
  
If you have videos you checked out in the past, please return them.  If you have fly fishing related videos (in either VHS or DVD for-
mat) that you would like contribute or loan to the library, contact me via phone or email.  I am in the directory.” 
  
Video recommendations: 

1. Fly Casting with Lefty Kreh -- #117 
2. Fly Tying Made Clear and Simple  with Skip Morris -- #27 
3. Fishing the Dry Fly with Gary Borger -- #88 
  
 Thanks, 
  
Ed Heist 
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Casting Tip April 2015 
By Bill Armon  CCI 

This month’s tip is a book.  The book is mostly intended to help instructors become better teachers. However, everyone at any level 
will benefit from reading and understanding this book. Not only does it explain loops it also helps explain some of the problems we 
encounter as instructors.  It does assume some previous knowledge of fly casting. If you read this book and have any questions any of 
our club’s MCCI / CCIs would be happy to help answer them. 

“Loop Dynamics” by: Soon S. Lee is a 42 page book that tackles the subject of loops in detail.  

Casting on the lawn starts at 5:30 before the meeting. Hope to see you there. 

Fly of the Month – March 2015 
 
By Mike Ott 

This is one of the truly classic trout flies of North America, yet it is often 
overlooked – or just forgotten about. The Muddler Minnow is a great bait-
fish imitation, and has been the inspiration to a number of great streamer 
patterns (Galloup’s Zoo Cougar, Ray Schmidt’s Rattlesnake, Marabou 
Muddler, etc.).  

Hook:  Standard Streamer Hook #4-12 
Thread:  3/0 Brown 
Tail: Matched Turkey Wing Quill Sections 
Body: Gold Tinsel or Diamond Braid 
Underwing: White Bucktail 
Wing: Matched Turkey Wing Quill Sections 
Collar: Deer Hair 
Head: Spun Deer Hair 

Secure hook in vise and start thread at 4/3 point on hook shank. Advance thread to hook bend. 
Tie in matching sections of turkey wing quill back-to-back on top of hook extending about 1 hook gap. 
Tie in tinsel or diamond braid and advance thread to beginning point. 
Wrap a slim, even body to just the beginning point (3/4 hook shank) and trim excess. 
Tie in a small bunch of white buck-tail extending just to the end of the tail and trim excess. 
Tie in matched pair of wing quill sections right on top of the underwing extending just to the end of the tail and trim excess. Whip 
finish. 
Cut and stack a section of deer hair about 5X the hook shank diameter. 
Tie in deer hair right in front of body & wing base extending to the hook point using three turns of thread progressively getting tighter. 
Let hair spin around the shank until tight and well flared. 
Pull forward-facing hair butts backwards and make several wraps of thread in front of the hair. 
Cut another section of deer hair and “spin” in front of the other. 
Push firmly to pack hair tightly, form a neat head with the thread just behind the hook eye, and whip finish. Trim thread. 
Trim head with scissors and razor blade to round, conical shape taking care not to cut out the collar. 

Mike Ott 
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Outings 

2015 Montauk May Spring Outing 
The 2015 Spring Outing will be at Montauk May 15-17, 2015. This should be a great 
time to get out and meet new people and play, as only Ozark Fly Fishers do. 
The plan is Italian Pot Luck, Friday night, and the breakfast Saturday morning.  I have 
not lined up the Chili, but hope we have some for lunch. Dinner will be something 
like burgers and dogs. More on that later.   
I have 12 rooms, costing $168.00, and 2 cabins for $292.00. Hope you all plan on 
coming down and fishing, eating and visiting.  

Call Malcolm Royse to reserve a room, 636-329-1504 or doorman708@sbcglobal.net 

Stream Team 31  

by Scott Darrough 

7TH ANNUAL MISSOURI STREAM TEAM OUTING 

“WHERE SCIENCE AND SPORT COME TOGETHER!” 

July 10-12, 2015 Montauk State Park   
The elements of this outing continue to come together.  It is “under construction.”  This year’s theme should be announced in the May 
newsletter, along with additional details.  

Note that as this outing continues to grow, so does its activities.  This year for those interested in participating, we are adding a stream 
bank cleanup in the park on Sunday morning.  This will be a light duty - high visibility clean up that will spotlight another facet of the 
Stream Team program (absolute respect will be given to streamside anglers during this cleanup.) 

A wing of the lodge has been reserved for Ozark members seeking overnight accommodations.  If you are interested in reserving a 
room, contact Malcolm Royse.  Keep in mind that these rooms book quickly! 

As in past years, this outing will present numerous opportunities for those willing to lend a hand.  This year we are in need of a 
griller(s) and food prep-setup person(s), and would like to have someone keeping an eye on the beverage coolers, for the Saturday 
lunch.  With the growth of this event, a “cooler centurion” has become a necessity.  If anyone is interested in helping out with these 
tasks, please volunteer.  Your help will be greatly appreciated. 

Watch future newsletters as additional details will be revealed.  If you would like to be placed on the Sunday morning stream bank 
cleanup list, be a griller, cooler centurion, etc…, or have any questions pertaining to the outing, please contact Scott Darrough at:  314-
560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com  He will also be at the April meeting.  

DONATE A FLY TO THE STREAM TEAM OUTING 

Please bring a fly of your choice for donation to the April meeting.  This year we will not be compiling a “members” fly board.  In-
stead we will assemble a “members” fly box.  With this box will be an accompanying sheet which will identify the donor and the 
name of the pattern. This fly box will be raffled at the July Stream Team Outing.  All proceeds from the raffle will go to Ozark Fly 
Fishers. 

We are getting a late jump on this collection, so please support your club and make your donation.  If you have any questions contact 
Scott Darrough at:  314-560-1335 or swdarrough@yahoo.com 
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Membership Report March 2015  

New members since March 1, 2015 are as follows:

Rick & Darlene Poe 
1rickpoe@gmail.com 
Wentzville, MO  63385-4370 

William (Bill) Toole 
chrisbilltoole@charter.net 
Ballwin, MO  63021-8079

Returning members since March 1, 2015 are as follows:

Bruce (Dan) Burleigh 
bdburleigh@gmail.com 
O’Fallon, MO  63366 

Mark A. Harris 
Membership Committee 
(Database & Directory)

Ways and Means 

Embroidered Apparel

If anyone would like any hats or shirts embroidered with the Ozark Fly Fishers’s logo, please bring your items to the meetings. I also 
have catalogs so you can pick out apparel and have the logos put on them. 

Thank you, 

Brad Kohlbrecher  

Save the Dates:   

 April 23 - Bennett Spring report by Mike Mitchell 

 May 28 – Brandon Butler Conservation Federation of Missouri 

 June 25 – Tillis BBQ and Casting outing 

Membership total Beginning 03-01-2015 218

New Membership since 03-01-2015 2

Former Member rejoining 03-01-2015 1

Late Renwals Since 03-01-2015 2

Total Membership as of 04-01-2015 223
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Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo Group 

One of the benefits of being a member of the Ozark Fly Fishers is the Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo group. The Yahoo Group is a direct 
line of communication with all who choose to join.  Like any other club function, the more members participating the better.  

The OFF Yahoo group is reserved for Members Only to keep spam and other issues that go hand and hand with the internet under                
control. 

TheYahoo group is a great avenue to receive or post fishing reports, big and little fish pictures or thoughts and ideas on club functions 
as well as to seek advice from a vast wealth of knowledge on just about anything fly fishing.   

To become an Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo member is easy.  If you are interested in joining the group, please contact   Mike Swederska   
Cell: (314)-799-1998   Office:  (314)-645-5440.  Email shur-way@sbcglobal.net 

Board of Directors 

Ozark Fly Fishers Objectives 
Founded 1971 

To promote fly fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing and the method most consistent 
with the preservation and wise use of our game fish. 

To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts for environmental quality and pollution con-
trol. 

To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 
To demonstrate applied techniques in fly fishing, tying, casting and related subjects 

Ozark Fly Fishers meet at 7:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Queeny Park Rec Center  
(Unless noted differently – see Calendar) 
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Officers Directors Chairman

President: Malcolm Royce Communications: John L Tymony Casting: Brian Ellis

Vice President: Bill Todd Conservation: Wallis Warren Fly Tying: Mike Ott

Treasurer: Mark Harris Education: Jim Gera Stream Team Coordinator: Scott Darrough

Secretary: Dan Elhmann Membership: Paul Franks

Past President: Bill Leslie Outings: Malcolm Royce

Ways & Means: Brad Kohlbrecher

Stream Team 31

Coordinator / Current River Scott Darrough

Blue Springs Creek Glen Bish

Mill Creek Bill Leslie
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Please support our corporate sponsors 
 

Ozark Fly Fishers, Inc        April 2015                                Page   7



 

   

Ozark Fly Fishers, Inc        April 2015                                Page   8


