
 

September Meeting 
 
THURSDAY, September 26

th
 2013 

Queeny Park 
Greensfelder Recreation Complex 
550 Weidman Rd 
Ballwin, MO 63011 
7:00 PM 

THE SEARCH FOR THE GOLDEN TROUT 
A pack in fishing trip into the Sierra Nevada Mountains of California 

 

From a list of the top twenty trout streams, five are listed as the best and why 
 

FLY FISHING AROUND THE WORLD – AN ODYSSEY 
A description of exotic places to fly fish around the world 

 
Our own Dr George Bohigan will present a three part program at our September 26 meeting.  Dr Bohigan needs no introduction but 
for some of the newer members I am privileged to offer up a little background. 
Dr Bohigian is a St. Louis native and longtime member of the Ozark Fly Fishers.  He is an ophthalmologist in practice and Professor of 
Clinical Ophthalmology at Washington University School of Medicine.  Along with volunteering medical eye missions around the 
world, he has had the opportunity to visit and fish in exotic places.  He was instrumental in developing the Bohigian Conservation 
Area on Mill Creek. He is interested in scientific studies of the Mill creek watershed in Phelps County. 
Those of you who had heard Dr. Bohigian in the past know we are in for an entertaining and informative evening. 
 
Hope you can join us on the 26

th
, see you there. 

 
Bob Zagar 
 

President’s Message  
By Bill Leslie 

 

Another month has flown by and, maybe, by the time you read this, cooler weather will have 
arrived. As I write this, I am in the middle of packing for the Taneycomo outing.  Can’t wait to wet a 
line. It has been way too long. 
Your board has been busy this month. Plans are progressing for the Annual Banquet. Mark Harris is 
busy lining up some great auction items already. I understand he has some great trips lined up, so 
get together with your fishing buddies and start making plans to snag one of the trips. He is also 
working on a new hat for the membership – made in the USA. I can’t wait to see it. Mine is starting 
to look a little shabby and it is time for a new one. If you are looking for some good books on 
hunting and fishing, he will have about 200 donated books at the September meeting at a price you can’t say “no”.  
Our application to join 1% for the Planet as a non-profit partner has been accepted. All of you who were at the All-day Meeting know 
what that is all about and there should be some information coming out shortly to explain the benefits of being a member for those 
who weren’t. Al Bourisaw has the Members Only Classes, special classes and County Classes all set for next year. He has some 
interesting things planned.  
Our next All Day Meeting is Feb 8 – 9 and will feature Gary Borger. He will be here for 2 days. The first day will be as it always has 
been, a talk by the guest speaker. Day 2 will be something different.  If you would like to see something special with Gary on the 
second day, let Bob Zagar or myself know and we will see what we can do. 
And lastly, Ozark Fly Fishers is now a participant in the E-Scrip program. Joining is a simple process that takes about 5 minutes online. 
Then, every time you shop at Schnucks and show them your card, Schnucks will donate 1% of the sale to OFF. I made my first 
purchase with the card today. With the cost of speakers and programs increasing, this is a great way to keep dues low and still 
provide great programs though out the year.  Look for more information in the newsletter. 

 September 2013 
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By Mike Ott 

Shur-Way Auto Body has been a Corporate Member for nearly a decade (since 2004) and we thank them 
for their past and continued support.  Founded in 1971 by Earl Swederska Sr. Mike Swederska’s father,   
Shur-Way has been a keystone of the community and has served its customers at the Greenwood 
Boulevard location in downtown Maplewood for more than 40 years.  Mike bought the business from his 
dad in 1995 and quickly made it his own.  While Mike contends it is ‘not really about him’, the nature of a 
small business makes his personal contributions and involvement with O.F.F. inseparable from the 
generous support of Shur-Way Auto Body. 

 In addition to being an Ozark Fly Fishers’ Past President (serving 4 years as president), Mike and his wife 
Vicky are very active in the community. The Shur-Way family are involved with the Maplewood Chamber 
of Commerce, Webster Groves Lions Club, and a member of the Better Business Bureau with an A+ 
rating. They are also involved in the Federation of Fly Fishers, Sierra Club, and a Life Member of Trout 
Unlimited. Their commitment to the environment carries right through to their business principles and 
practices. 

Shur-Way Auto Body is the “green” auto body shop and it shows in the way they do business. Shur-Way recycles all waste materials 
from antifreeze, discarded parts, and oil, to cardboard packaging and office printer cartridges and the list goes on.  Part of their 
building upgrades included adding radiant heat and silver paint to their roof for improved energy efficiency.  Shur-Way was also the 
first company to bring Auto-Wave water-based Akzo Nobel paints to St. Louis. This eco-friendly product has the lowest VOC (volatile 
organic compounds) of any paint manufacturer keeping our air cleaner while delivering the best possible product for their 
customers.  While looking for innovative and practical ways to promote “Green”, Shur-Way was approached by a large adhesive 
company and successfully conducted a pilot for a recycled masking tape product. Shur-Way is the eco-friendly auto body choice. 

If you or someone you know are in need of auto body work, and with the odds of driving in the St. Louis Metro area you will, please 
consider Shur-Way Auto Body. Not only are they devoted supporters of Ozark Fly Fishers, they are strong supporters of both their 
community and the environment. Shur-Way is your locally owned, family run, socially responsible, A+ rated body shop.  

To set an appointment for an estimate, contact Shur-Way Auto Body by Phone at 314-645-5540 or on the World Wide Web at 
http://shur-wayautobody.com.  We at O.F.F. are very fortunate to have Mike Swederska Sr. and Shur-Way Auto Body as a corporate 
member. Please make sure you express your appreciation at every opportunity. 

OFF Website – What’s New? 

By Mark Thalhammer 

In last month’s “What’s New?” I offered up a quiz: “What page was downloaded more than any other page, for the last five months 
(now six months) running?” What was your guess? If you said that it obviously must be the newsletter . . . AAANNK (that is the sound 
of my buzzer). Maybe you guessed it has to be the “Fly of the Month,” . . . AANNK AANNK (the buzzer again).  The correct answer is, . 
. .drum, drum, drum (that is the sound of my drum roll), the file that is downloaded more than five times as often as the next closest 
file is . . . “Ozark Fly Fishers – Missouri Fly Box – Twenty-five Best Flies for Missouri Parks and Streams” by Al Bourisaw. Maybe the 
lonnnnng name has something to do with its popularity.  
 
Here are the stats;  Best 25 was downloaded in its entirety 313 times in August, our newsletter by comparison 62 times, and the “Fly 
of the Month” 41 times, and our membership renewal form was downloaded 28 times (This comparison is not meant to diminish 
these other publications as they are all well done and well read by club members). Best 25 has been on the website for a very long 
time and I would guess that most of our members have referred to it several times so the question might be “why is it still popular?” 
I believe that the answer lies in some information that I shared with you last month, that is . . . our website has a far-reaching 
audience and this audience wants to know what catches fish on our local waters. 
 
I believe that everyone is always looking for information that is useful.  In August, Great Britain, with almost half as many page 
views, was still in the number two spot behind the United States. Is it possible that much of the interest in our waters comes from 
foreign waters, maybe from Brits looking for the Best 25? If you happen to meet one of them on the stream be sure to give my 
regards to the Queen. 
 
Please check our website often, things are happening and you don’t want to miss out:  http://www.ozarkflyfishers.org/ 

http://ozarkflyfishers.org/fly/flymisc/bst25flies.pdf
http://ozarkflyfishers.org/fly/flymisc/bst25flies.pdf
http://ozarkflyfishers.org/fly/flymisc/bst25flies.pdf
http://www.ozarkflyfishers.org/
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Education Committee Events 
By Al Bourisaw 
 

Special Tying Classes 
 
This year Ozark Fly Fishers, Inc. will offer a series of special tying classes for those hard core fly tiers (If you can tie a Crackle Back 
then you qualify).  During the months of October through March a guest tier will demonstrate and invite you to tie one of their 
favorite patterns.  In order to cover the cost a small fee of $3.00 to $5.00 will be charged (Any money left after cost will go into the 
club account).  Although it is not necessary to reserve a spot, please contact Al Bourisaw at 314.952.9865 or troutal@charter.net, if 
interested. All classes will be held in the conference room of Shurway Auto Shop starting at 7:00 PM. 
 
October 22

nd
 – Craig Stephens from T. Hargrove Fly Fishing, Inc will tie the articulated steamer. 

 
November 19

th
 – Mike Swederska will tie his garbage bag fly and will supply needed tools. 

 
December 17

th
 – Al Bourisaw will tie Dave Whitlock’s Ner Nuff Crayfish. 

 
January 14

th
 – Looking for someone to tie deer hair flies.  If interested, contact Al. 

 
February 4

th
 – Joseph Aimonette will demonstrate how to make his foam bass poppers. 

 
March 10

th
 – Mike Ott will demonstrate Grass Hopper Pattern(s). 

 
Membership Classes – 2013-14 
 
Membership classes for 2013-14 have been set.  All classes will be held at Queeny Park (unless otherwise noted) in one of the 
meeting rooms.  Classes will start at 7:00 PM. and typically end at 9:00 PM.  For more information on any of the classes contact Al 
Bourisaw at 314.952.9865 or troutal@charter.net.  Following is a list of the classes and dates: 
 
September 14

th
 – Buddy fishing from a boat at Taneycomo. 

 
October 15

th
 – Discussion of fly tying tools, hooks, threads, natural furs, hackles, hairs, etc.  

 
November 9

th
   – Buddy fishing at Bennett Springs during the Catch-N-Release weekend.  Contact Al if interested in fishing with an  

  experienced fly fisher on Friday.  Meet at the Nature Center Parking lot at 9:00 AM on Saturday. 
November 10

th
 – Dry fly fishing with Mike Swederska on the water at Bennett Springs.  Meet at the Gauge House at 9:30 AM. 

 
November 12

th
 – Classroom lecture and discussion of the Art of Nymph Fishing 

 
December 10

th
 – Tying the adult mayfly:  Catskill tie, Parachute tie, and the Comparadun tie 

 
January 7

th
 – Fly fishing video – viewing and discussion. 

 
February 11

th
 – The Caddis Fly – Tying the larva, pupa and adult caddis. 

 
March 12

th
 – Getting ready for the summer - Tying the ant and the Beetle 

 
April TBA – Tying secret Blue Gill Patterns. 
 

Saint Louis Country Parks Department Classes for 2014. 
 
The schedule of fly fishing classes through the County Parks has been set for 2014.  You can find a listing of the classes by going to 
the Saint Louis County Parks Department website -  http://issuu.com/stlcoparks/docs/fallwinter_2013 or to the Ozark Fly Fishers, Inc 
website www.ozarkflyfishers.org (look under the Education menu).  For information about any of the classes contact Al Bourisaw at 
314.952.9865 or troutal@charter.net. 
 

mailto:troutal@charter.net
mailto:troutal@charter.net
http://issuu.com/stlcoparks/docs/fallwinter_2013
http://www.ozarkflyfishers.org/
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Outings 
The Fall Chili Tie – In ~~ 10/19/13 
 
You do not have to be a fly tier to take part in the Fall Chili Tie—In. You don’t even have to like chili but that would help. Many 
members come just to see what the real tiers are doing, to see the hot new fly and maybe to pick up a few pointers; some come to 
just BS or do a little practice casting. 
  
The Fall Chili Tie--In at Marlin's clubhouse will be on October 19th. Time: 9am until you leave. The clubhouse is located at: 
Countrylane Woods II, 851 Country Stone Dr., Manchester, 63021. Get to your vises and begin practicing your favorite fall flies. The 
Tie-In is your chance to show off your very best flies. It is also one of your best opportunities to learn new tricks and how to tie the 
fly that will fool a big-one in the clear cold waters of Missouri spring creeks. Don’t forget to bring your rods; you can get in a little 
casting practice and pick up some pointers. 
  
Come with empty hands or bearing gifts but, if you can, bring a dish/pot of your favorite recipe, chili or otherwise. Please contact me 
so that I can coordinate the items for a well- rounded offering and a delectable variety of tangy hot and cold foods. Thanks for your 
help.   
 
Contact Malcolm Royce H: 636-227-6087, C: 314-650-2030 for questions or food items needed. 
 

Ozark Fly Fishers Calendar of Events 2013 
“Coming Soon” 

 
Sept. 28th - WQM Mill Creek – Contact Bill Leslie 
Oct. 3-5 – 2013 FFF Southern Council Fly Fishing Fair 
Oct. 7th – Board Meeting 
Oct. 19th - Chili Tie In 
Oct. 24th – General Membership Meeting – Terry and Roxanne Wilson – Fly Fishing for Crappie 
Nov. 8

th
 -10

th
 Bennett Springs Catch and Release Outing - (No General Meeting) 

Dec. 2
nd

 – Board Meeting 
Dec. 12

th
 General Membership Meeting – Fly box gift exchange – Fly Tying and Knot tying techniques 

Jan. 18
th

 Annual Banquet, Auction and Fund Raiser 
Feb. 8

th
 All Day Meeting with Gary Borger 

 

22
nd

 Annual November Catch and Release Outing 
 
Second call for the November 8

th
 9

th
 and 10

th
 opening of the winter catch and release season at Bennett Spring.  Time is 

fleeting.  Many have already made their reservations, with requests for particular room locations or neighbors.  As rooms get 
booked, it gets more difficult to juggle these requests, so your best bet is to reserve early.  Basically, this is the LAST CALL, as the 
next newsletter doesn’t come out until late October, the reservations may already be turned in by then.  As this is written early 
September with temps in the 80’s and-90’s the thought of cooler weather fishing sounds pretty good. We still have all classes of 
rooms available, but they start to go pretty fast “as the days dwindle down to a precious few.”   Almost half of the kitchen rooms are 
reserved. Last year we had 60 at the buffet.  See your August newsletter or the club website for the details.  If you haven’t attended 
this gala before, give it some thought this year, especially if you’ve enjoyed the other club outings as this is usually our biggest one.   
 
With the conversion of the Sand Spring restaurant to the Gravel Bar and Grill the location of our buffet will be moved 
to“Ollies”,4.3mi toward town from Sand Spring.  We will also have the social hour in the conference room as usual!  After the buffet 
the conference room will then be available as in the past for those who want to get together and tie flies.  We’ll try this and see how 
it works out.  If not, we’ll make adjustments nest year.   
 
ALSO TAKE NOTE:  The Gravel Bar WILL be open for pub type meals and for BREAKFAST.  Go the “SandSpring resort.com” website, 
click on the “restaurant” link for the menu and prices.  Ask around of the regular attendees and you’ll probably decide to join 
us.  This is a great opportunity for those new to fly fishing or to our trout parks to pick up some tips from oldtimers—and our club 
has plenty of those.  The rooms are getting booked so MARK YOUR CALENDAR and get out your CHECKBOOK now!   
We are again inclosing a Reservation Request with this newsletter, or print one from the website.  Any questions, call Russ Hill @ 
314 275 2673.  Phone answered in USA, not Bombay. 
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22nd  ANNUAL CATCH AND RELEASE OPENING WEEKEND AT BENNETT  SPRING NOV 8 -9-10 
 
Name___________________________________Phone:Day________________Night__________________ 
 
Address______________________________________City/Zip_____________________________________ 

 
Accommodations to be shared with_____________________________________________________________ 
E mail___________________________________________ 

 
IMPORTANT:  THE CLUB IS CHARGED THE SAME AMOUNT WHETHER THERE ARE 1 OR 2 OCCUPANTS IN THE DOUBLE BED ROOMS.  IF 
YOUR BUDDY CANCELS, YOU WILL BE CHARGED THE LISTED FULL PRICE, MINUS COST OF 1 DINNER.  THE 2 OF YOU WILL HAVE TO 
DECIDE HOW TO APPORTION THE COST. 
 
Packages:  All packages include the buffet dinner and the pre-dinner social hour. 
 
Singles Package:  One bed, one  person 
_____Saturday, Nov.9…………………………………………………………………………………………………..64.00 
_____Friday and Saturday, Nov. 8 -9……………………………………………………………………………… 110.50 
_____Thursday, Friday, Saturday Nov. 7-8-9…………………………………………………………………… 157 00 
 
Couples Package: One double bed, two people 
_____Saturday, Nov. 9  (per couple)…………………………………………………………………………………  92.50 
_____Friday and Saturday Nov. 8-9 (per couple)………………………………………………………………… 151.00 
_____Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Nov. 7-8-9 (per couple).…………………………………………………… 209.00 
 
Deluxe Couples Package: Two double beds, two people 
_____Saturday, Nov. 9 (per couple) …………………………………………………………………………………….97.75 
_____Friday and Saturday, Nov 8-9 (per couple)……………………………………………………………………161.50 
_____Thursday, Friday, Saturday Nov.7-8-9 (per couple) …………………………………………………………225.25 
 
Housekeeping Package: Two double beds, two people, kitchen 
_____Friday, Saturday, Nov 8-9 (per couple) ………………………………………………………………………….176.50 
_____Thursday, Friday, Saturday Nov. 7-8-9 (per couple)……….………………………………………………….247.50 
 
Triple Package: Three double beds, Three people 
_____Friday, Saturday, Nov. 8-9  ………………………………………………………………………… ……………228.00 
_____Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Nov.7-8-9 ………………………………………………………… ……………..315.00 
 
Third Person Package:  Two double beds/3rd twin,  Three people 
_____Friday, Saturday, Nov. 8-9…………………………………………………………………………………………201.00 
_____Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Nov 7-8-9…………………………………………………………………………274.00 
 
_____Social Hour and Buffet Dinner only (no lodging)…………………………………………………………………….16.00 
 
ADDITIONAL PERSONS AND PETS EXTRA           Pets:  $15/ night      Rollaway Bed: $10/night 
 

 
Cancellations:  If you cancel before Oct. 30, you will receive a refund; thereafter refunds will be made only if we can sell your room. 
Social Hour:  IN the conference room across from the pool as usual.  (5:30-7:00)  The club will provide soft drinks and light snacks.   We provide ice 
and glasses. 
Buffet  Dinner:  AT OLLIES RESTAURANT  12940 HWY 64  7 PM.  It will be a traditional Ozark buffet.  .   
First in line?---Please leave a few ribs for those at the end!  Consider CAR POOLING as parking could be a problem with our crowd plus regular 
clients.  Also a DESIGNATED DRIVER if indicated. 
 

 
Mail this form with your check payable to Ozark Fly Fishers to Russ Hill, 46 Witmer Dr., Chesterfield, Mo. 63017 
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Mill Creek Water Quality Monitoring 

Saturday, September 28, 2013 
 
We will meet for breakfast and carpooling at the Barn & Grill in Bourbon, MO at 7am. Or at the upper parking lot at Bohigian 
Conservation Area at 9am. No training is necessary to participate. The WQM will be led by Level 2 Water Quality Volunteers. We will 
be doing a visual survey, water chemistry survey and biological monitoring. 
Due to the possibility of rapidly changing water conditions on Mill Creek, contact Bill Leslie at w.leslie@sbcglobal.net if you plan on 
participating. We will then be able to notify you of a last minute cancellation because of high water. Contact Bill Leslie for more 
information. 

 

The Fly Box 
By Al Bourisaw 
 
This month’s fly box will feature the Diptera or two wing insects.  Although there are many 
Families of Diptera, fly fishermen are interested, for the most part, in the Chironomids or 
sometimes referred to as midges. 
 
Chironomids have stubby bodies, long and fragile legs, and wings shorter than the body.  Male 
midges have feather-like antennae while females lack them.  In Britain, diptera are called 
buzzers.  Midges vary in size from tiny 28s up to size 8s.  In general, the smaller midges are 
found in the southern trout ranges and larger as you go north. 
 
Trout feed on far more midge pupae than they do adults.  Pupae escape from a cocoon that is attached to the bottom of the stream 
or debris on the bottom.  The pupae may float along the bottom or make several trips to the surface film before finally 
emerging.  Pupae, also, often hang near or even in the surface film before emerging.  
 
Midge larva is worm like in appearance that may be caught up in the behavioral drift and are available to trout.  Usual colors are red, 
white, green, black and brown. 
 
The midge fly box would typically contain (pattern sizes vary from larger and smaller depending upon the water fished. i.e. lake 
fishing might warrant a size 16 or 14): 
 
Adult Patterns: Renegade (18-20) 
  Griffith Gnat (16-20) 
  Winter Midge (18-24)  
  
Emerger Patterns (18-20):  Dan’s Turkey Quill Emerger 
    Silver bead with black body and silver rib  
    Black bead with white body and red rib  
    Black bead with brown body and black rib 
    Silver bead with red body and silver rib 
    Copper bead with olive body and black rib 
    Gold bead with clear Mylar body and gold rib 
    Larva Patterns (18-22) 
Long shank hook (200-R) wrapped with red thread (Blood Midge); wrapped with white thread; wrapped with cahill colored thread; 
wrapped with olive thread; and, wrapped with black thread.  Appropriate color ribbing can be added to the pattern. This box will 
probably contain more flies that other boxes, but because of fly size the box used to store midges will be no bigger than boxes used 
or other flies. 

 

 

 

mailto:w.leslie@sbcglobal.net
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Fly of the Month – September 2013 
By Mike Ott 

 

Craig Mathews’ Wired $3 Dip 
This is one of those flies I forgot I had until I needed it. When Craig Mathews from Blue 
Ribbon Flies in West Yellowstone, MT was here for our all-day meeting, he demonstrated 
a number of his original flies as well as some of his “guide flies”. If you don’t know, a 
guide fly is one that is easy to tie in bulk, takes a minimum of materials, is durable, and 
catches fish with great regularity. I liked this little midge pattern, so tied up a half dozen 
and put them in the perfect corner of my midge box – only to be forgotten.  With the 
lower water this fall, I needed an intermediate-weight midge fly and this one was just the ticket. It is very fast and easy to tie, very 
durable, and really does catch fish. 
 
 
Hook:  Dai-Riki 070 size 16-20 
 
Thread/Body:  6/0 Danville “Color #47” Brown 
 
Ribbing:  1 each Small Ultra Wire Hot Orange and Copper Brown 
 
Wing Pad:  Fine Deer Hair  
 

 Secure Hook in vise and start thread just behind hook eye. Advance thread to rear of hook and slightly around the bend by 

evenly covering hook with the thread. 

 Tie in a section of both Hot Orange and Copper Brown wire by making another even layer of thread.  

 Wrapping both wires together, evenly rib the body to just behind the hook eye. 

 Cut a small section of fine deer hair from the hide. Trim about ¼ inch from the tips and tie in by the closely trimmed tip so 

that the larger ends extend out over the body neatly on top. 

 Make a neat head with the thread, whip finish, and trim thread. 

 Gather the deer hair together and trim to about ¼ the body length. 

 

One of the secrets is getting just the right color of thread. It is available from most good fly shops or you can order from Blue Ribbon 
Flies. The standard –weight hook, the double wire rib, and using the finer tips of the deer hair give it just enough weight to sink 
naturally and stay down without the tungsten bead. I fish it just as you would any midge, but it works very well as a dropper under a 
smaller dry fly. Remember to keep untwisting you’re thread so as not make it too bulky. 
 

 

Ways & Means Committee 
 

Even though it is only September, we've already begun planning for the OFF Banquet in January 2014.  As such, we're in the process 
of gathering auction items of all kinds. 
   
Donations of new or near-new goods are greatly appreciated and make excellent offerings at the event.  Books, artwork, hand-made 
items, fly fishing gear and accessories are always popular. Gift certificates for restaurants and services also make terrific auction 
pieces.   
 
If you've met or used a new guide this year or a float service that you would recommend, please feel free to contact me with that 
information.  I appreciate receiving your donations early so that we can be well-organized. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Mark A. Harris 
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OZARK FLY FISHERS 

ANNUAL BANQUET AUCTION AND FUND RAISER 

Saturday January 18, 2013 

Sunset Hills Golf Course & Banquet Center 

13366 West Watson Road 

Sunset Hills, MO  63127 

314-843-7811 

www.sunsethillsgolfcourse.net 

 Cash bar and silent auction begins at 6:00 P.M. 
 Dinner begins at 7:00 

 Live auction to follow after dinner 

Dinner menu:   tbd 

Cost:  $35.00 

Please make your reservation early and fill in the information below. 

Name:  _____________________________________________ 

Name:  _____________________________________________ 

Name:  _____________________________________________ 

Name:  ______________________________________________ 

The evening will include a historical display, a video of club activities, and induction of the latest members into the 
Legends.   Please join us, meet with friends for an enjoyable evening and support our club.   

Make checks out to:  “Ozark Fly Fishers” 

Mail to: 

 Bob Zagar  
 7736 Missy Ct. 
 St. Louis, MO 63123-1931 

 

 

http://www.sunsethillsgolfcourse.net/
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Casting Tip September 2013  

By:  Bill Armon CCI 

Being able to form a controlled loop is often a problem for casters.  

I have never found a way to describe the loop in words that is universally or easily understood. It was not until I finally understood 
what a loop was (thank you Lefty Kreh) that my casting started to improve.   

Some of the descriptions in the literature are: The open-ended form of the unrolling fly line, off the tip of the rod. Or, “a bend of line 
that flies off the rod tip after each stop.”  Then there is “the loop should look like a candy cane that is unrolling.”  Another is “as you 
come to an abrupt stopping of the hand the line will unroll off over the tip of the rod” 

To form a loop the rod hand must accelerate to an abrupt stop so that the rod can unload forming a loop. A cast that does not have 
a good stop will not have a good loop. One “trick” for forming loops is to keep the wrist as firm as possible.   

Another helpful tip is being able to watch the back cast to see if a loop is forming.When practicing loop formation an open stance 
that allows the caster to watch the backcast is helpful.  To become a good caster knowing what a loop is and how to control loop 
formation is a necessary skill. If you are not sure please come to one of our practice sessions before the meetings to work on this. 

The club casting instruction, on the lawn before the meeting, usually occurs from 5:30 to 6:30 daylight permitting. I may not be able 
to make this month’s meeting but if not good casters are always present to help.   

 

2013 Operation Clean Stream Follow up 

by Scott Darrough 

Approximately one hundred dedicated individuals turned out on August 24
th

 at Byrnes Mill City Park with the intent of restoring the 
Big River to its more natural state by participating in the 46

th
 Annual Operation Clean Stream (OCS).  This year three Stream Teams 

worked together on this cause.   These teams included The Belews Creek Watershed Partnership, Ozark Fly Fishers, and The 
Trashmanian Devils.  Also lending a hand for the first time was a local Girl Scout troop.  

From the river these teams removed discarded metal debris of all shapes and sizes (which were recycled), a large pile of rubbish, and 
80 tires.  Not too bad for three and a half hours work!  

We ate like kings on a lunch that included burritos, tacos and pizza.  If you were not there you should have been.  The food gets 
better every year as does the camaraderie.    

2013 marks the 9
th

 anniversary for this site’s involvement with OCS.  With that said I would like to relate something that in my 
opinion is quite notable. Though this group has continued to grow with each passing year, a remarkable change is in the works with 
the local community.   

Numerous passer bys stopped and watched as our teams removed trash from the river.  You could sense that they were surprised 
that someone would volunteer for such duty let alone a group our size.   On that day several community members at different times 
approached me and asked if they could join our clean up next year.   

One local business man offered a cash donation on site and the use of his equipment to remove items otherwise too large for us to 
handle.  The list of local businesses that donate food, goods and services continues to grow.  I feel a change is coming in the way that 
these people are thinking about the river.   

I want to thank all the OFF volunteers for their time and efforts in making OCS a continued success.   Thanks also to Glenn Bish, Bob 
Zagar and Bob’s grandson for their help with the Passport to Clean Water program at Green Tree Park. 

I want to extend an invitation to all OFF members to come out and join us next year for this event.   You will be glad that you did.  

“There’s nothing stronger than the heart of a volunteer” - Lt. Col. Jimmy Doolittle 
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Membership Committee  

 
With our sincere thanks and well wishes, Dave Haas is officially retiring from the O.F.F. Membership Committee. While we can never 
really replace Dave, we are seeking a member to take over the Database & Directory duties on the Membership Committee. Major 
duties include the following: 
 

 Process new memberships and renewals. 

 Maintain the membership database. 

 Provide monthly database (“numbers”) reports to the Board of Directors and the membership. 

 Provide copy for address labels to the newsletter printer each month. 

 Provide reminder articles for the newsletter during the renewal period each year. 

 Produce the annual Membership Directory and provide the copy to the printer. 

 Periodically update the F.F.F. Southern Council with new member information. 

 Man the entry table at Ozark meetings. 

 
The ideal candidate will: 
 Have basic computer skills (a working knowledge of Microsoft Access is a plus). 
 Be highly detail oriented. 
 Be willing to devote time to serving Ozark Fly Fishers. 
 
Anyone interested in applying for this position should contact Mike Ott, Membership Committee Chairman. 
 

 

 

Membership Report for September 2013 
 
Last reported membership on 8-8-2013                         232 
Former members rejoining since 8-8-2013                        1 
Total memberships as of 9-12-2013                               233 
A year ago                                                                   261 
 
Annual gain or (loss)                                          (28)   (10.7%) 
 
 
Dave Haas 
Membership Committee 
(Database & Directory) 
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Ozark Fly Fishers joins with eScrips, Schnucks, Orvis, 

Amazon.com and others to promote fly fishing and fly tying. 

 
By Jim Morrison, OFF Treasurer 

 
 

OFF recently subscribed to the eScrip network to help raise funds to help promote fly fishing and fly tying activities and 
programs.  OFF Educational Director Al Bourisaw has a proposed expanding the educational programs in 2014 for both members and 
the community.  The funds raised through the eScrip will help fund those programs and other activities offered by OFF. 

eScrip is a system that rewards customers’ loyalty by contributing a percentage of purchases made by OFF members.   Participating 
merchants contribute each time you or your family uses their registration card to make a purchase.   

There is neither hassle nor cost to OFF members and the funds are used to enhance member activities and services.  Registration 
cards will be available at all meetings and activities or members can register on line at www.eScrip.com. 

Schnucks grocery is one of the many participating merchants in the St. Louis region.  If you or your family use your new OFF-eScrip-
Schnucks card for $100 worth of purchases per week, Schnucks will contribute $3 (3%) to OFF.  If you do that 50 times, your efforts 
will be contributing over $150 to Ozark Fly Fishers programs and activities.  And there are over 150 restaurants within 30 miles of 
our Post Office Box.   

In addition to eating, your shopping at on-line merchants such as Walgreens.com, Amazon.com and Orvis.com will produce financial 
results for OFF’s programs and activities.  Restaurants and on-line merchants can be found at www.eScrips.com as well.  

Check it out at www.eScrips.com , sign up at the next OFF meeting or activity, or contact OFF Treasurer Jim Morrison 
(iffftrout@gmail.com / 636-233-2513) or OFF Ways & Means Director Mark Harris (markalanharris@gmail.com / 636-314-570-3423) 

 
 
 

Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo Group 

One of the benefits of being a member of the Ozark Fly Fishers is the Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo group. The Yahoo Group is a direct line 
of communication with all who choose to join.   

Like any other club function, the more members participating the better. The OFF Yahoo group is reserved for Members Only to 
keep spam and other issues that go hand and hand with the internet under control.   

The Yahoo group is a great avenue to receive or post fishing reports, big and little fish pictures or thoughts and ideas on club 
functions as well as to seek advice from a vast wealth of knowledge on just about anything fly fishing.   

To become an Ozark Fly Fishers Yahoo member is easy.  If you are interested in joining the group, please contact   Mike Swederska   
Cell: (314)-799-1998   Office:  (314)-645-5440.  Email shur-way@sbcglobal.net   

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.escrip.com/
http://www.escrips.com/
http://www.escrips.com/
mailto:iffftrout@gmail.com
mailto:markalanharris@gmail.com
mailto:shur-way@sbcglobal.net
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Board of Directors 
 

Officers:                Directors:                                 Chairs:                                            Stream Team 31: 
President:           Bill Leslie                  Communications:     John Tymony            Casting:          Brian Ellis                      Coordinator:           Bob Temper 
Vice President:  Bob Zagar            Conservation:           Wallis Warren           Fly Tying:       Mike Ott                        Blue Springs:          Glenn Bish 
Secretary:           Mark Thalhammer Education:                  Al Bourisaw              Webmaster:  Mark Thalhammer       Current River:        Scott Darrough 
Treasurer:          Jim Morrison           Membership:             Mike Ott               Librarian:       Scott Darrough             Mill Creek:              Bill Leslie 
Past President:  Mike Swederska     Outings:                      Malcolm Royce 
                                                                Ways and Means:     Mark Harris  
 

 

 

Ozark Fly Fishers Objectives 
 

Founded 1971 
To promote fly fishing as the most sportsmanlike and enjoyable way of fishing and the method most consistent with the 

preservation and wise use of our game fish. 
To practice conservation of natural resources and to support efforts for environmental quality and pollution control. 

To provide advice, education, and assistance to promote the art of fly fishing. 
To demonstrate applied techniques in fly fishing, tying, casting and related subjects 

Ozark Fly Fishers meet at 7:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Queeny Park Rec Center  
(Unless noted differently – see Calendar) 
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 Please support our corporate sponsors
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